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JULY 2026                Moment with Michael Our mission:  First  
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church exists to  
welcome people to faith  
in Jesus Christ;  
equip persons with a faith 
that works in real life; and  
send us in service into the 
world in Jesusô name. 

 

 
 
 

Monday - Thursday: 
8 AM - 4:30 PM 

Friday: 8 AM - 12 PM 
 

320-693-2487 
 

Email:  
firstoffice@firstlitchfield.org 

 

WEBSITE: 
www.firstlitchfield.org 

 
 
 
 
 

Almighty and  

gracious God,  

merciful Father, 

let the light of your face 

shine on us, your humble  

servants. 

Increase in us true 

knowledge of your grace 

and mercy which you 

have freely given us in  

Jesus Christ,  

your dear Son. 

Amen. 

 ñFor we walk by faith, not by sight.ò 2nd Corinthians 5:7 
 

Summer has arrived in full force. 
 

The gardens are planted. Lawnmowers are humming. Vacation plans are taking 
shape. Before long, the county fair will be here, school supplies will begin  
appearing in stores, and we will all be wondering where the summer went.  
Every year it seems to move a little faster than the year before. 
 

Just a few weeks ago, I had the privilege of spending time at confirmation 
camp. Our youth were joined by others from neighboring congregations,  
creating a group of more than twenty young people. They worshiped together, 
learned together, laughed together, and built friendships that crossed congrega-
tional lines. It was encouraging to watch. Sometimes we hear plenty about the 
challenges facing young people. Camp offered a reminder that God is still at 
work among them. 
 

I was also grateful for the opportunity to spend time with our confirmation  
students. The conversations were thoughtful, the questions were honest, and the 
experience left me excited for the year ahead. Faith formation rarely happens all 
at once. More often, it grows slowly through relationships, conversations,  
worship, and shared experiences. Much like a garden, growth often happens 
before we can see it. 
 

That is why Paul's words from 2nd Corinthians speaks so clearly during this  
season: "we walk by faith, not by sight.ò 
 

Most of us understand this truth from our gardens. Seeds are planted long  
before tomatoes appear. We water, weed, and wait. The harvest arrives in its 
own time. Faith often works the same way. We offer encouragement, teach 
children, care for neighbors, volunteer, pray, and worship together. Sometimes 
the results are obvious. Sometimes they are hidden. Yet God continues to work 
through these ordinary acts of faithfulness. 
 

In July, I will have the opportunity to travel with our MST group to  
Umphumulo, South Africa. We look forward to connecting with our  
companions in Christ, learning from one another, and experiencing the ways 
God's church extends far beyond our own community. Relationships like these 
are another reminder that God's harvest often grows in places we cannot see 
from where we stand. 
 

As you enjoy these summer months, I encourage you to slow down whenever 
you can. Visit with family. Enjoy a meal with friends. Spend time outdoors. 
Check in on a neighbor. Take time to notice the blessings God has placed 
around you. 
 

And, because it would not be a proper summer reminder without saying it:  
wear sunscreen. 
 

May God bless you and keep you during these summer days, and may the seeds  
of faith planted among us continue to bear fruit in God's good time. 
 

Michael 

https://www.christianity.com/wiki/christian-terms/what-is-mercy-why-is-it-important.html
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ñGODôS WORK. 
 OUR HANDS.ò 

=PRESIDENT:  
Karla Hyberger  
 

VICE PRESIDENT:  
Harriette Connor  
 

SECRETARY:  
Mattie Baumgartner  
 

TREASURER: 
Jim Cottington  
 

Team Representatives: 
 

Christian Education/
Family and Youth:  
Karla Hyberger  
Alexis Engelke 
Harriette Connor  
Duane Farmer 
 

Evangelism:  
Sabrara Evenson 
Karla Hyberger  
Harriette Connor  
 

Stewardship & Finance:       
Jim Cottington  
Julie Bredeson 
Martha Christensen 
 

Endowment/Memorials:  
Julie Bredeson 
Jim Cottington  
 

MST:  
Sabrara Evenson 
Martha Christensen 
 

Personnel: 
Karla Hyberger  
Tanner Eberling 
 

Property:  
Mattie Baumgartner  
Betty Allen  
Tanner Eberling 
Duane Farmer 
 

Social Ministry  
Meredith Elj  
Betty Allen  
 

Worship:  
Meredith Elj  
Alexis Engelke 
 

Scout Charterñ
Organization Rep.  
Tanner Eberling 

Church Council                       

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH Exists to Welcome people to Faith, Equip persons with a 
Faith that works in real life, and Send us in service into the world in Jesusô name. 
 

Council Meeting 
June 16, 2026 
 

Devotions:  Martha C. 
 

Additions to Agenda: Eagle Scout Funding, Mortgage Burning, Mission Convent   
Sponsorship 
 

Secretary Report: Motion made to accept Secretary by Tanner E seconded by Martha C.  
Motion carried. 
Treasurer Report: Motion to accept made by Martha C., seconded by Tanner E. to accept 
report. Motion carried. 
Pastorôs Report  Pastor Tom, Pastor Michael,  please see written reports. 
 

Team Reports: 
Worship Team: August 9th 9am at Lake Ripley Jaycees Shelter. Wednesday nights of  
August Worship at the Lake. Lake Ripley Campground site 6:30 Bring your own chair. 
Please see full written report. 
Property Team: Has Boy Scout Project in the works, Tanner made motion to have  
dedicated funds to be used for the payment of this project, seconded by Martha,  
discussion motion carried. 
Christian Education Team: no meeting 
Endowment Team: no meeting 
Personnel Committee: no meeting 
Social Ministry: Meredith made motion to restart the blessing table, Pastor Michael  
seconded. Meredith will restart the blessing table. 
MST Team:  Working on How we continue the MST programs. Feedback welcome. 
Evangelism Team: Working on Web site. 
 

OLD BUSINESS; 
A motion was made by Mattie B. seconded by Jim C.to add another missionary in place of 
one who is not able to fulfill his duties at present. Discussion and motion carried to extend 
our allocation.  
Book Jim C.  No meeting 
Lake Service August 9th 9 am.  August 5,9,25 at 6:30pm 
Gods Work Our Hands: September 13, 2026 
Camp Funding:  three campers  
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
National Night Out: August 4th See Betty Allen to work. 
No July Meetings 
 

Dates To Remember: 
July: MST International 
July : No Council or Team meetings 
August 2: Fair Church Service 
August 4: National Night Out 
 

Meeting Adjourned 
 
Respectively Submitted: 
Mattie Baumgartner, Secretary  
 

2027: Betty Allan, Tanner Eberling, Sabrara Evenson, Karla Hyberger 
2028: Jim Cottington, Julie Bredeson, Alexis Engelke, Meredith Elj 
2029: Harriette Conner, Duane Farmer, Martha Christensen, Mattie Baumgartner 
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cċƓƓǃШÉƨůůĲƖЮ ШÑőŔƚШůŸŰƣőќƚШǯŰċŰĦŔċũШŰƨůĤĲƖƚШƚőŸƽШċШĬŔƓШŔŰШŊŔƻŔŰŊЯШƚƨŊŊĲƚƣŔŰŊШċШƚőŸƖƣШŉċũũШŔŰШŔŰĦŸůĲШƣŸШ
ĦŸƻĲƖШŸƨƖШůŸŰƣőũǃШĲǂƓĲŰƚĲƚЮШ ũƣőŸƨŊőШŰŸƣШƖĲǰĲĦƣĲĬШŔŰШƣőĲШŔŰĦŸůĲШŉŸƖШƣőĲШůŸŰƣőЯШƓũĲċƚĲШŰŸƣĲШƣőċƣШƽĲШċƖĲШ
ƨƚŔŰŊШŸƨƖШĬĲĬŔĦċƣĲĬШŉƨŰĬƚШŔŰШƚƨĦőШċШƽċǃШƣŸШƓċǃШŉŸƖШƚŸůĲШŸŉШƣőĲШůŸŰƣőũǃШĦŸƚƣƚШƣőċƣШƣőĲШċƓƓũŔĦċĤũĲШĬĲĬŔĦċƣĲĬШ
ŉƨŰĬШƽċƚШƚĲƣШƨƓШƣŸШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣЮ Ш[ŸƖШĲǂċůƓũĲЯШŔŰШŸƨƖШĲǂƓĲŰƚĲƚШŉŸƖШ~ċǃЯШĦŸƨŰĦŔũШċƨƣőŸƖŔǍĲĬШƣőĲШƨƚĲШŸŉШŉƨŰĬƚШƣŸШĤĲШ
ĬƖċƽŰШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШĬĲĬŔĦċƣĲĬШċĦĦŸƨŰƣШŸŉШÂċƚƣŸƖċũШ?ŔƚĦƖĲƣŔŸŰċƖǃШÉƓĲŰĬŔŰŊШƣŸШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШĤŸƣőШƣőĲШxŔƣĦőǯĲũĬШċŰĬШ
~ĲĲťĲƖШ9ŸƨŰƣǃШ~ŔŰŔƚƣĲƖŔċũШŊƖŸƨƓƚЮШÑőĲƚĲШŉƨŰĬƚШƽŔũũШĤĲШĬŔƚƣƖŔĤƨƣĲĬШĤǃШƣőŸƚĲШŸƖŊċŰŔǍċƣŔŸŰƚШƣŸШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШŉċůŔũŔĲƚШ
ŔŰШŰĲĲĬШŸŉШċƚƚŔƚƣċŰĦĲШŉŸƖШŉŸŸĬЯШŉƨĲũЯШƖĲŰƣЯШċŰĬШŸƣőĲƖШŰĲĦĲƚƚŔƣŔĲƚШŸŉШƖċŔƚŔŰŊШċШŉċůŔũǃШŔŰШċŰШĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣШŸŉШũŸƽШ
ŔŰĦŸůĲШċŰĬШƚƓĲĦŔċũШŰĲĲĬƚЮШÑőĲШĦŸƨŰĦŔũШĲǂƓƖĲƚƚĲƚШƣőĲŔƖШŊƖċƣŔƣƨĬĲШƣŸШƚƨĦőШċШŊŔƻŔŰŊШċŰĬШĦċƖŔŰŊШĦŸŰŊƖĲŊċƣŔŸŰШƣŸШ
ċũũŸƽШŉŸƖШƣőĲШůŔƚƚŔŸŰƚШŸŉШŸƨƖШĦőƨƖĦőШŸƨƣƚŔĬĲШƣőĲШƽċũũƚШŸŉШŸƨƖШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊЮШ]ŸĬШĤũĲƚƚŔŰŊƚШŉŸƖШċШƚċŉĲШċŰĬШŢŸǃŉƨũШ
ƚƨůůĲƖЮ  ШsŔůШ9ŸƣƣŔŰŊƣŸŰШÑƖĲċƚƨƖĲƖ 

Finance 

Our GLOBAL MISSIONS offering for the month of July: Lutheran Disaster Responses 
 

CLIPBOARD MISSIONS: this opportunity is found in the narthex, there are three clipboards to sign 
up on. The suggested offering to support these missions is $40. 
 
 

World Missions: Rev. Aaron Fuller and Kelly Schumacher Fuller, Slovakia and Hungary 

MAM: Meeker Area Ministries (includes emergency housing) 

Roblealto: Costa Rica Bible Home 

Please mark your home calendars for our 2026 workday. 

September 13, 2026, from 10:00 am ð 12:00 noon 

 

н /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ фΥу ς ά!ƴŘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƭƭ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀōƻǳƴŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ȅƻǳΤ  
ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜΣ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ Ƴŀȅ ŀōƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅ  
ƎƻƻŘ ǿƻǊƪΦέ 
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Youth Pages ð Vacation Bible School 

ELCA CO-OP VBS 
was held at Zion this 
year on June 1 - 3.  
Children enjoyed these 
faith filled evenings 
with music, crafts, 
games and fellowship. 
Thank you to all the  
volunteers, leaders, and 
participants who helped 
make VBS a wonderful 
experience for  
everyone involved. 



5 

 

Youth Pages 

2026 Confirmation Camp  
Camp House, Brimson, Minnesota 
pictured below, from the left, 
Owen Krohse, Pastor Michael,  
& Blake Krohse 

 

Coming in the fallé. 

 

Our òFaithful Followeró education time 

Who:   4TH, 5TH & 6TH graders 

When: Wednesday nights 

  Starting SEPTEMBER 16th  

Why:  To offer our older Sunday School students two options 

  Come Sunday mornings and/or Wednesday nights 

Hours: 6:00 pm - 6:30 pm Meal and Discussion 

  6:30 pm  Church service  

  7:00-7:30 pm Gathering fun 

Where: Chilstrom Hall/Chapel 

(Reminder:  Sunday School is from 10:00 -10:45 am) 
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Youth Pages 

BABY AND ME 
New class for young ones and an adult 
Bible fun with your 0- to 3-year-olds 

2nd Sunday of the month 
10:00 to 10:45 am 

First class Sunday October 11 
(We will meet in the corner classroom in the upstairs preschool room) 

Kv"Vcmgu"c"Xknncig<"Xqnwpvggt"hqt"[qwvj"Okpkuvt{# 

Qwt"ejknftgp"ctg"vjg"hwvwtg."cpf"kv"vcmgu"c"xknncig"vq"tckug"vjgo"kp"hckvj#"Yg"pggf"vgcejgtu"cpf"jgnrgtu"hqt"Uwpfc{"
oqtpkpi"encuugu"*RtgMҭM"cpf"3uvҭ8vj"itcfg+."Ygfpgufc{"gxgpkpi"okpkuvtkgu"*6vjҭ8vj"itcfg"Hckvj"Hqnnqygtu."cpf" 
9vjҭ;vj"itcfg"Eqphktocvkqp+."cpf"c"ujqtv-vgto"hcnn"eqookvogpv"hqt"32vj-itcfg"Eqphktocvkqp"*UgrvgodgtҭQevqdgt+0" 
Yg"ygneqog"cp{"coqwpv"qh"vkog"{qw"ecp"ikxgҮgxgp"kh"kv"ku"qpn{"hqt"qpg"qt"vyq"Uwpfc{u#"Pq"gzrgtkgpeg"ku"pggfgf<" 
cnn"nguuqpu"ctg"hwnn{"rtkpvgf"hqt"vjg"{gct"uq"{qw"ecp"rtgrctg"gctn{."cpf"yg"yknn"ycnm"ykvj"{qw"gxgt{"uvgr"qh"vjg"yc{0"
Rngcug"eqpvcev"Jgkf"Vjqoc"-"542-443-65471Ejwtej"Qὐeg"vqfc{"vq"itcd"c"nguuqp"rcemgv"cpf"ugg"jqy"{qw"ecp"jgnr#" 
  

Jqy"[qw"Ecp"Jgnr"AA 
Yg"ygneqog"cp{"coqwpv"qh"vkog"{qw"ecp"ikxgҮgxgp"kh"kv"ku"qpn{"hqt"qpg"qt"vyq"Uwpfc{u1Ygfpgufc{u# 
 

Uwpfc{"Oqtpkpi"Encuugu 
· Rtg-M"("Mkpfgtictvgp<"Jgnr"qwt"{qwpiguv"ngctpgtu"dwknf"c"hqwpfcvkqp"qh"hckvj"vjtqwij"ukorng"nguuqpu"cpf"cevkxkvkgu0 
· 3uvҭ8vj"Itcfg<"Ngcf"qt"cuukuv"ykvj"uvtwevwtgf."gcu{-vq-hqnnqy"nguuqpu0 

 

Ygfpgufc{"Gxgpkpi"Okpkuvtkgu 
· Hckvj"Hqnnqygtu"*6vjҭ8vj"Itcfg+<"Gpicig"wrrgt-gngogpvct{"uvwfgpvu"kp"hwp."hckvj-dwknfkpi"cevkxkvkgu0 
· 9vj"Itcfg"Eqphktocvkqp<"Iwkfg"uvwfgpvu"cu"vjg{"dgikp"vjgkt"fggrgt"hckvj"lqwtpg{0 
· :vjҭ;vj"Itcfg"Eqphktocvkqp<"Ogpvqtujkr"cpf"fkuewuukqp"ngcfkpi"hqt"lwpkqt"jkij"{qwvj0 
 

Ujqtv-Vgto"Hcnn"Eqookvogpv 
· 32vj"Itcfg"Eqphktocvkqp"*UgrvgodgtҭQevqdgt"qpn{+<"Jgnr"qwt"jkij"uejqqngtu"etquu"vjg"hkpkuj"nkpg"cu"vjg{"rtgrctg"
hqt"vjgkt"Eqphktocvkqp"oknguvqpg0 

 

Ukip"Wr"Vqfc{#"Yjgvjgt"{qw"ecp"eqookv"vq"c"oqpvj."c"ugoguvgt."qt"lwuv"c"ukping"fc{."{qwt"rtgugpeg"ocvvgtu"vq"vjgug"
mkfu0"Rngcug"tgrn{"vq"vjku"oguucig"d{"ecnnkpi"Jgkfk"Vjqoc"542-443-6547."Ejwtej"Qὐeg."qt"chvgt"c"yqtujkr"ugtxkeg"vq"
itcd"c"nguuqp"rcemgv"qt"cum"swguvkqpu0"Vjcpm"{qw"hqt"kpxguvkpi"kp"qwt"ejknftgp# 
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Churchwide 

This baptism is the start to a  
wonderful and long lasting faith.  
Congratulations on this milestone!!   

  
Baptized: Sunday, June 14, 2026  

 

Willow Jean Bailey 
 

Parents: Logan Bailey and Jazlyn Jorgenson 
 

Sponsors:  
Joanna Bailey, Dominick Wendler, 

Raelyn and Dakota Case 
Kate and Jake Marty 



8 

 

July Worship Schedule 
 

Wednesday, July 1, 2026  
  No Worship Service  
 

Sunday, July 5, 2026 
  9:00 am Worship w/Communion  
10:00 am Fellowship and Coffee Hour 
 

Wednesday, July 8, 2026  
 6:30 pm Worship w/Comm., Chapel 
 

Sunday, July 12, 2026  
  9:00 am Worship w/Communion  
10:00 am Fellowship and Coffee Hour 
 

Wednesday, July 15, 2026  
  6:30 pm Worship w/Comm., Chapel 
 

Sunday, July 19, 2026  
  9:00 am Worship w/Communion  
10:00 am Fellowship and Coffee Hour 
 

Wednesday, July 22, 2026  
  6:30 pm Worship w/Comm., Chapel 
 

Sunday, July 26, 2026  
  9:00 am Worship w/Communion  
10:00 am Fellowship and Coffee Hour 
 

Wednesday, July 29, 2026  
  6:30 pm Worship w/Comm., Chapel 

 

 

     MOVIE  N IGHT  
  

Saturday, July 18, 2026  

 5:00 p.m.  

Holy Word Theater, FLC  

Movie: TBD¦. 

tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƳƻǾƛŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǇŎƻǊƴΦ 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜΦ 

Cable TV broadcasts worship services from the prior 
week. There is a Lutheran Worship Service broadcast 
every day of the week at 11am except Saturday! 
These services are broadcast at 11am on Community 
Access Cable TV:  
Channel 7 Mediacom and Channel 13 Nuvera.  

Churchwide 

Special DatesÞ. 

Cable TV Broadcast Schedule 

¶ Canada Day, July 1, 2026 

¶ Independence Day, July 4, 2026 

�&�D�O�O�L�Q�J���$�O�O���*�X�L�W�D�U���3�O�D�\�H�U�V�� 
���8�N�H�O�H�O�H�V���D�Q�G���%�D�V�V���*�X�L�W�D�U�V���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H���W�R�R���� 

 

For the love of music, come to the next regular 

meeting of the FLC Guitar/Jam Group  

every *2nd Thursday of the month (3:45-5 pm) 

���
�L�Q���-�X�O�\���Z�H���Z�L�O�O���P�H�H�W���R�Q���W�K�H�������W�K���� 
 

Contact Brad Connor or the church office  

if interested! 

MST 2026, Umphumulo, South Africa 
July 12 - 31, 2026 

Please pray for our mission team traveling 
this July! Ask God to watch over them as 

they journey and keep them safe and 
healthy in body, mind, and spirit.  

�:�H�u�U�H���H�[�F�L�W�H�G���W�R���V�H�H���K�R�Z���*�R�G 
will work through them as they serve  

and shine his light. 


