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The Easter season is among us, and the Easter story needs to
be told. What does Easter mean to you? Can you recall an
Easter that stands out to you as life changing or maybe some-
thing you think is important or something that stands out in your
memory that was good? Easter stories can be hard enough to
come up with and then | put requirements on them. Telling the
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story of our life’s events may be difficult enough without attaching
them to the most important event in Christian history. We may
have lots of stories we tell, mostly to our family and friends but
what about telling your story to someone who you do not know.
What makes a story worth telling everyone, even to people you
do not know. As disciples of Jesus Christ we are sent into the
world, more accurately, to the ends of the earth, to tell a story,
the Good News of Jesus Christ. The Easter story is the Good
News story. Jesus dies on a cross for you and me and our
neighbors, he rose from the dead after three days of defeating
Satan and death, so you and |, and our neighbors may have life
eternal with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, where they are
preparing a place for us. No matter what we have done or no
matter who we are, Jesus loves us so completely because of
God’s grace, nothing can separate us from God’s love through
Jesus Christ. That is a story you can tell anyone. Do you know
this story includes you and me? As we begin this Easter season,
remember what that truly means to you. John’s gospel tells the
love story of God for all God’s creation, including you and me.
John 1 tells us who Jesus is, John 14 tells us who we are, if we

Good morning, Lord!
Today is a new day,

a chance for a new
start. Yesterday is
gone and with it
regrets, mistakes or
failures | might have
experienced. It's a good
day to be glad and give
thanks, and | do, Lord.
Thank you for today,

a new opportunity to
love, give and be all that
you want me to be.
Amen

believe the story told by Jesus. John 14 also tells us we have a
place and that Jesus will come again and take us to the place
that the Father is preparing for us. This story tells us how we can
be a part of the story because we now know the way. Jesus told
us the way when he told Thomas, Jesus said “I am the way and
the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me”. Now you have a story to tell, the greatest story of all times,
go tell it. NO, go scream it from the highest hill top. Amen.

Live in Peace and the God of Love and Peace will be with you!
2 Cor. 13:11 Pastor Tom Evenson
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“GOD’S WORK.
OUR HANDS.”
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Betty Allen
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Meredith Elj
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Organization Rep.
Tanner Eberling

FLC EXISTS TO WELCOME TO FAITH, EQUIP PERSONS WITH A
FAITH THAT WORKS IN REAL LIFE; AND SEND US IN SERVICE
INTO THE WORLD IN

JESUS’ NAME.

FLC Council Meeting
March 17, 2026

Devotions: Pastor Tom

Secretary Report: Approved as read.

Treasurer Report: New format was discussed as presented gave Jim C the
ability to choose how the budget was presented to Council. Approved as
presented.

Pastor Tom, Pastor Michael Report: see written reports.

Team Reports:

Worship Team: Beer and Hymns Red Goat in Watkins from 4-6

Property Report: General upkeep at church, light above awning to be
replaced, also looking at options to replace the canopy that has a tendency to
mold with something more permanent.

Christian Education Team: June 1-6 Vacation Bible School held at Zion this
year.

Endowment Team: No report

Personnel Team: No report

Social Ministry Team: Spring Luncheon May 13, New Member Brunch,
May 17 New member Sunday.

Old Business:

Security/Safety. Tanner made a motion for FLC forming a Safety/Security
committee as part of the property team made up of 6-8 people. Discussion
followed and motion was carried.

Lent super: Council will be serving.

Boy Scout: Tanner E is now a registered Christian Organizational Rep for
FLC. He will present updates to council on a monthly basis.

Prayer Chain: working on

Exit Interviews: Will be complete by Sunday.

New Business:

Synod Assembly: June 5-6 St Peter 9-4 on Saturday only need to sign up
voting members are needed to apply.

Role of a Mentor Pastor: Pastor Tom will be mentoring two Lay Ministers
in the coming year.

Evangelism Team: will be splitting from Social Ministry as was two
separate groups in the past.

Team and Book Review: Jim C presented a group exercise the council will
participate in to determine how we can best utilize our strengths and serve

our members. , Continues on page 3 ... .........




Finance

February 2026 Financial
Income: $34,342.41
Expenses: $79,288.00

February's financial spend was elevated with the inclusion of 3 one-time expenses, all approved
during the annual meeting budget vote. First Lutheran switched phone and internet carrier from
Nuvera to Vibrant, which required hardware upgrades and installation services, accounting for
$6073. Consulting services to advise on accounting best practices as we transitioned to fiscal year
reporting totaled $650. Additionally, as approved during the annual meeting, First Lutheran sent
funds totally $30,000 to the Synod to support their building remodel project. Monies for the Synod
support were funded with $15,000 drawn from our dedicated Thrivent Dollars and $15,000 from our
general fund account. Thank you for your continued financial support.

Respecttully,
Jim Cottington
Treasurer

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. Ephesians 1:3

Our GLOBAL MISSIONS offering for the month of April: MST 2026 - Umphumulo, S. Africa

CLIPBOARD MISSIONS: this opportunity is found in the narthex, there are three clipboards to sign
up on. The suggested offering to support these missions is $40.

World Missions: Rev. Aaron Fuller and Kelly Schumacher Fuller, Slovakia and Hungary
MAM: Meeker Area Ministries (includes emergency housing)
Roblealto: Costa Rica Bible Home

....Council Minutes continued from Page 2

er
Prayer Requests:
Closing and adjourn: 930pm.

Dates:

March 25: Council serving soup supper.
March 29: Palm Sunday

April 2: Maundy Thursday

April 3: Good Friday

April 5: Easter

April 12: First Communion

May 3: High School Graduate recognition Sunday €€ He is not here: (
May 13: Spring Luncheon or o rigen!
June 1-4 or 2-5: Vacation Bible School with Zion Manh:g:(,, KJ‘V/S/Z
Memberships:

2027: Betty Allen, Tanner Eberling, Sabrara Evenson, Karla Hyberger
2028: Jim Cottington, Julie Bredeson, Alexis Engelke, Mederith Elj
2029: Duane Farmer, Harriet Conner, Martha Christensen, Mattie Baumgartner
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Churchwide
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FUNERALS AT FIRST LUTHERAN

Mildred “Millie” Soder
March 5, 2026

Gladys Johnson
March 13, 2026

Please keep therr families in your thoughts
and prayers.

Save the

CSDATEfor

ELCA COOP
Vacation Bible School
It will be held at Zion Lutheran
June 1st - 3rd
5:30 - 7:15 pm
Meal provided

Memorials, Gifts & Thanks

Gifts were given to the General Fund, Blessing Box, and Quilting in memory of Mildred

“Millie” Soder, Jackie Kraushaar’s mother, from Pastor Tom and Kim Evenson, Charlie and Jo Ann
Lindstrom, Mike and Kris Nelson, Jerry and Lana Johnson, Paul and Sue Lemmer, Richard and
Carol Heath, Kathy Hantge, Karla Kadelbach, Gary and Kathy Cervin, John and Jo Carlson, Ron
and Barb Piepenburg, David and Darlene Meidal, Richard and Betty Allen, Dianne Thorp, and

Lil Madson.

Gifts were given to the General Fund in memory of Katie Johnson, Jerry and Lana Johnson’s
sister-in-law, from Mike and Kris Nelson, Paul and Sue Lemmer, David and Darlene Meidal, and

Steve and Jackie Kraushaar.

A gift was given to the General fund in memory of Dan and Sue Piepenburg from John and Jo

Carlson.

Gifts were given to the General Fund, Quilters and Meeker County Food shelf in memory of

Gladys Johnson from Darlene Lundin, Ron and Barb Piepenburg, Mike and Kris Nelson, Judy Jones,
Will and Kim Dolan, Richard and Betty Allen, Dianne Thorp, Karla Kadelbach, Steve and Jackie
Kraushaar, David and Darlene Meidal, Sharon Johnson, Richard Lorenz and Cindy Hill, Charlie and
Jo Ann Lindstrom, Paul and Sue Lemmer, Kirk and Dorothy Lundin, and Lil Madson, Jerry and Lana

Johnson.

Special Thanks

Thanks to February serving group for stepping up when asked to serve. Also - the Boy Scout
Troop did an awesome job. Jackie and Steve Kraushaar, and Robin and Dan Johnson
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Crow River Conference Women of the ELCA

SPRING GATHERING
Saturday, April 25, 2026
St John’s Lutheran Church, Annandale
331 Harrison St W. Annandale
All handicap accessible

Registration begins at 8:00AM,
Brunch at 8:30AM

“God, Girlfriends & Chocolate”
Special Guest: Gaye Lindfors
Her books for sale/and signing

Offering: 50% SWMN Synod of the ELCA
50% St. John’s Lutheran, Annandale
(25% to Bible Camp Scholarships/25% to
Annandale Free Store)

In-Kind offering: Lutheran World Relief
Personal Care Kits
You may bring any kits, quilts, and shipping
cost contributions.

Reservation: $12.00 per person
Checks payable to Women of the ELCA
Reservation Deadline April 16

Sign up in the church office.

Questions can be directed to: Karen Eberhard
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You are invited to the
2026 SW MN Synodical
Women'’s Organization Convention

‘e

Saturday, May 2, 2026

Calvary Lutheran Church
302 Olena Avenue SE, Willmar, Minnesota

“Rising in Faith, Leading with Courage”

| praise you, for | am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works; that | know very well.

i Psalm 139:14 NRSVue

Registration Fee: $40 includes lunch and concert.

¢ Opening Worship with Holy Communion; Bishop Dee Pederson and
Synod Pastor Heather Culuris officiating; Musician: Maomi Baker

¢ Keynote Speaker: TBA

+ Special Performance by Sweetwater Revival

In-Kind Offerings for Lutheran World Relief and
Global Health Ministries will be collected
in the parking lot.
Details and registration information are available
in the church office.

7:30 am Registration begins. Coffee and treats will be
served.

9:00 am Opening Worship.

10 - 4 pm Activities include, short business meeting, elec.
of board members, guest speakers, lunch and Sweetwater
Revival concert.

The Lutheran Men in Mission Convention
will be held simultaneously.

Jogether in Jesus Christ
we are freed by grace to
live faithfully, witness boldly
and senve foyfully.




Churchwide

April Worship Schedule

Maundy Thursday, April 2, 2026
7:00 pm Worship w/Communion

Good Friday, April 3, 2026
7:00 pm Worship

Easter Sunday. April 5. 2026
Worship Services with Communion:
6:30, 9:00 & 10:30 a.m.

No Fellowship and Coffee

No Sunday School

Wednesday, April 8, 2026
6:00 pm Confirmation
6:30 pm Worship w/Comm., Chapel

Sunday, April 12, 2026

9:00 am Worship w/First Communion
10:00 am Fellowship and Coffee Hour
10:00 am Sunday School

Wednesday, April 15, 2026
6:00 pm Confirmation
6:30 pm Worship w/Comm., Chapel

Sunday, April 19, 2026

9:00 am Worship w/Communion & Baptisms
10:00 am Fellowship and Coffee Hour
10:00 am Sunday School

Wednesday, April 22, 2026
6:00 pm Confirmation
6:30 pm Worship w/Comm., Chapel

Sunday, April 26, 2026

9:00 am Youth Led Worship w/Communion
10:00 am Fellowship and Coftee Hour
10:00 am Sunday School - last day

Wednesday, April 29, 2026
6:00 pm Confirmation - last one
6:30 pm Worship w/Comm., Chapel

Special Dates....

Holy Week Continues, March 29-April 5, 2026
Maundy Thursday, April 2, 2026

Easter Sunday, April 5, 2026
Earth Day, April 22, 2026
Administrative Professionals Day, April 22, 2026

[
e Good Friday, April 3, 2026
[
[

FIRST.
Communion,

\ ! 3
\ P T
” <
)

Thursday, April 9, 2026 (6:30 pm)
Final class with parents, in Chilstrom Hall,
including rehearsal, pictures, and preparation
for Sunday’s service.

Sunday, April 12, 2026, 9:00 am
First Communion, during worship

Matthew 19:14 Jesus said. “
Let the little children come to me, and do not
stop them; for it is to such as these that the
kingdom of heaven belongs”

NRSV

Cable TV Broadcast Schedule

6

Cable TV broadcast worship services from the prior
week. There is a Lutheran broadcast every day of

the week at 11am except Saturday! These services are
broadcast at 11am on Community Access Cable TV:
Channel 7 Mediacom and Channel 13 Nuvera.

MOVIE NIGHT

Saturday, April 18, 2026
5:00 p.m.
Holy Word Theater, FLC
Movie: TBD....
Please join us for a good movie and popcorn.
Please bring your own beverage.
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Serving Group & Birthdays

APRIL 2026 SERVING GROUP

Chairs: Bryan & Linda Larson
Mark & Judy Hulterstrum Gary & Lori Larson
Laura Hulterstrum Tyler & Elaina Larson
Ben Kranz & Chelsea Snodgrass  |Daniel & Heather Lease

Kathy Kronbeck

David & Deanna Lease

Russell & Shirley Kronbeck

Jonathan & Penny Lease

Todd & Sarah Kuechle

Mitch & Jordyn Lease

April Ushers

Ralph Elj
Mike Doty
Will Dolan

Joe Gaulrapp
Dave Schwartz

John Spanos
Darin Mahlow

Allene Lachelt John & Shirley Lekander
Tony Laidlaw Allen and Dana Liestman
Michael & Debra Langmo Charlie & JoAnn Lindstrom Abtar7Guild
R ' April
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APRIL 1
Trina Knisley
Scott Nelson
Julie Spanos
APRIL 2

Courtney Anderson-

Kuhnau
APRIL 3
Isabella Forster

Michelle Guggemos

Darlene Lundin
APRIL 4

Alex Breault
Daniel Johnson
APRIL 5

Brett Alsleben
Hayden Guza
Judy Mahlow
Sara Jo Pollock
Jason Stucky
APRIL 6

Debra Langmo
Linda Larson
Ramona Lohse

APRIL 7

Donna Forster
Lois Volinkaty
APRIL 8

Judith Kramer
Otto Kraushaar
Bodhi Kraushaar
Jailyn Mickelson
APRIL 9
Jeanette Erickson
Priscilla Lee
Renee Mahlow
Tyson Michels
APRIL 10

Justin Benson
Zach Schmidt

Ali LaVine

Randy Groskreutz
Antonio Weitz
APRIL 11

Alison Radunz
Sarah Kuechle
APRIL 12
Conner Gabrielson

APRIL 13
Nicholas Sandry
APRIL 14
Joanna Bailey
Emma Defries
Charles DeWolf
APRIL 15
Zachary Nelson
Donovan Slinden lli
Beau Snodgrass
Wyatt White
APRIL 16
Bradley Nelson
Carol Nelson
Asjha Quade
Susan Smart
APRIL 17

Rose Ann Benson
Grant Dengerud
Kyle DeWolf
Rebecca Farmer
Darron Judes
APRIL 18
Brandon Findley
Marge Hellzen
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Harriette Connor

APRIL 19

Tyson Anderson
Teresa Carlson
Kylie Guggemos
Darcy Schmitz
APRIL 20

Scot Anderson
Daniel Estrada
Steven Hickman
Brandon Nelson
John Spanos
Brittanny Wagner
APRIL 21

Trevon Grotto
Nicholas Konietzko
APRIL 22

Josh Fluck
Warren Hickman
Mariah Lease
APRIL 23

Quintin Berube
Eliza Buller
Jason Giang
Miranda Isaacson
Casandra Walberg

APRIL 24

Phyllis Ableidinger
Rick Sandry
APRIL 25

Dee Bollin

APRIL 26

Robert Blomberg
Drew Dengerud
APRIL 27

APRIL 28

Cale Alsleben
Kenneth Braseth
Brian Burdick
APRIL 29

Dawn Doty

Kristy Quast
Jacob Quast
Zachary Quast
John G Spanos
Danny Walker
APRIL 30

Patricia Hagen
Austin Kleinschmidt
Jared Laidlaw
Timothy Matheson



WELCA

WELCA MINUTES MARCH 19, 2026

WELCA met on March 19, 2026, in the Chapel with Betty Allen calling the meeting to order.
The Purpose Statement was recited. Devotions were given by Betty.

Our meeting was paused for our speaker. Jenny Klima, Executive Director of the Housing &
Redevelopment Authority of Litchfield spoke on the proposed new “Lincoln Apt.” development.
This would be a Multifamily Housing Project that will ensure that families, seniors, and
individuals who live and work in our community can continue to do so without being burdened
by rising housing and other cost of living costs.

Land has been purchased North of Meeker Manor on the empty lot for the proposed
development. The HRA has partnered with a co-developer to help navigate through the
process. An application will be submitted to the MN Housing Authority for funding in July.
They want to include as complete a report as possible. They even have a Letter of Support
for the project that can be signed. Copies are available to the office to sign and show your
support. They will all be attached to the application. Approximately 30 apartments would be
in the complex with 3%z stories with parking underground. Plans are subject to change, but
one to three-bedroom apartments would be built with a possibility of a four-bedroom
apartment. Affordable rental housing-serving households up to 60% AMI (Average Median
Income.)

Amenities considered could include a dog run, playground, gardens, a community room,
laundry room and three offices and possibility of storage areas. The application decision will
be made public in December. If it's approved, it will be possible to break ground in the Spring
and maybe fill by Winter.

Meeting Continued: Karla Kadelbach made a motion with a second by Karen Eberhard to
approve the secretary’s report from February as printed.

Lana Johnson made a motion with a second by Karla Kadelbach to accept the treasurer’s
report as printed.

Old Business: WELCA's soup supper was held March 18 and was well attended and thanks
you to everyone who made soup, sandwiches, bars and worked.

Betty had given the okay to Karla Hyberger to order four new double boilers which were
desperately needed to make it easier for all groups to make soup for the soup suppers. The
old ones didn’t fit together and were so dented that made them impossible to use. The total
cost was $375. If WELCA didn't want to pay for them, Betty would. Karla Kadelbach made a
motion that WELCA pay the$ 375 and Sue Lemmer made the second. Motion carried for
WELCA to pay for the double boilers.

New Business: The broken dishwasher!!!! A new switch was installed and that didn’t fix the
problem. Now it nheeds a mother board, expensive, but no guarantee it will work.

Do we continue to hope that a fix will be found or do we go ahead and buy a new dishwasher.
The current dishwasher was in the basement kitchen and was brought upstairs when the new
Chilstrom Hall was constructed. (that has been 32 years)

An offer was made to pay for half the cost of a new dishwasher which could cost anywhere
between $8,000 up to $19,000. Does the cost fall to the Property Team, WELCA or from
special funds?? No final decision has been made.

The faucet in the kitchen needs to be replaced. A leak under the sink was discovered at the
last funeral. Virgil Rick came that morning and replaced the sprayer, but a new faucet is

recommended. A motion was made by Sue Lemmer to replace the faucet with a second by
Kris Nelson. Motion carried to replace the faucet. Betty will talk to Virgil about changing it.

9



WELCA

Serving Soup Suppers: It's a church thing. All organizations pull together and have for
years. Traditionally the serving has gone to Christian Ed, Men’s Group, Music, (alternating
between Praise Worship and Choir), WELCA and Church Council. There are several families
that possibly could serve 3 times, 4 times, or even 5 times. What is fair? Some church
members don’t donate food or work at any of the suppers.

Do we sign up as a whole church and if no one signs up for a week, there won’t be a
supper?

Do we continue with the same 5 groups?

Do we pass a sheet for others to sign-up and offer to donate or work?

Do we stop serving Lenten Soup Suppers?

Do individuals decide which one of the many groups you choose to work with and say
no to the others?

Do they bring food to one group and offer to work with another group?

Any other suggestions???

Dates to Remember:
WELCA Meeting - April 16" 1:30
(servers will be Jackie Kraushaar and Sue Lemmer)
Spring Gathering - April 25™ at St. John’s Lutheran Church Annandale
(Sign up by April 16"
WELCA Convention - May 2" at Calvary Lutheran Church in Willmar

Thank you to Marlys Elam and LaVerne Decker for serving today.
The Lord’s Prayer and the Table Grace were recited.
Respectively submitted,

Sue Lemmer, Secretary

Rain: A Gentle Reminder of God’s Care

A rainy day can be many things ...

It can be moisture for the farmer's garden,
Or the picnic that has to be postponed;
It can be the replenishing of a stream,
Or the overflow of a flood;

It can be relief from a hot summer day,
Or the chill of an autumn wind.

The rotating cycle of clouds to Earth

Is part of Nature's plan

For stability throughout the Universe,
As old as the hills,

And dependable as the seasons.

Rain and sunshine are equal partners
In the daily expression of God's love.

— Jeanne D. Birrell
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Churchwide

Be still, Receive God’s Love, Embrace
? God’s Word, Welcome the Day.
=, B.R.E.W.

w meets every Tuesday morning at

7:30 a.m. with Pastor Tom

WoménELCA 22

April 16, 2026
1:30 pm

BRAIN INJURY SUPPORT GROUP:
HEALING TOGETHER

Living with a brain injury can feel
overwhelming, but you don’t have to
face it alone.

Wednesdays

1 pm-3pm

First Lutheran Church

703 Sibley Ave. S. Litchfield, MN 55355

If you're interested in joining or have questions,
Please reach out:

Martin Engelke -President, Peaces of Mind

Findpeacesofmindegmail.com
Peaces of Mind, a 501(c)(3)/LLC
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PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR MEN AND WOMEN
IN THE MILITARY:

*Our members known to be in the military are:
Staff Sgt. US Army, Zachary Olimb, Fort Sam Houston,
San Antonio, TX; grandson of Lil Madson
Master Sst. Austin Kleinschmidt, 934" Airwing,
Minneapolis, son of Kipp and Lynette Kleinschmidt
Staff Sgt. Matthew Wiechmann, stationed at Fort Drum,
NY; son of Virgil and Jamie Wiechmann
PV. 2 Raigan Miller, Fort Rucker, AL, daughter of Andy
and Sara Miller, granddaughter of Carol Dragt
Welcome Home! to those of you who now have returned to
the States. Thank you all for your service
*Please let the office know if titles, locations, and/or
addresses have changed for any of the above.

Please keep our shut-in members in your prayers,
Lois Rusch, Meeker Manor

Jutta Goodrich, Litchfield, in own home

Gordon “Bud” Johnson, Richard Allen,
VA HealthCare, St. Cloud

Elois Johnson, Hilltop Health Center, Watkins

Griet
Chare
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Save your greeting cards!
They can be recycled! They will take the whole
card or you can cut off the signed names, if you
wish. I will drop them off at the Senior Center in
Hutchinson. No Christmas Cards please.
Thank you! Elaine Lenhard

FIRST NEWS is a monthly publication of: First Evangelical Lutheran Church,
703 S. Sibley Ave. Litchfield, MN 55355
Please send submissions to: The Church Office by April 15, 2026
For the NEXT ISSUE: May 2026
Email: firstoffice@firstlitchfield.org
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FIRst NEWS

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
703 South Sibley Avenue ¢ Litchfield, MN 55355

Address Service Requested

Ministry Staff:

Rev. Tom Evenson, Senior Pastor
firstsr@firstlitchfield.org

Rev. Micheal Buller, Associate Pastor
firstap@firstlitchfield.org

Heidi Thoma, Education Coordinator
christian.ed@firstlitchfield.org

Judy Berglund, Office Manager
firstoffice@firstlitchfield.org

Carol Heath, Financial Secretary
firsttr@firstlitchfield.org

Carol Dragt, Director of Music
firstmusic@firstlitchfield.org

Katie Hulterstrum, Choir Co-Director
Joan Anderson, Choir Co-Director
Jodi Findley, Organist

Kipp Kleinschmidt, Media Director
firstmedia@firstlitchfield.org

Scott Nelson, Custodian

Joel Ramthun, Custodian

First Lutheran Church Office: 320-693-2487
LIKE us on Facebook/ Follow us on Youtube!
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EASTER-

/ Christis Risen
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Easter Sunday Worship Services
April 5, 2026

6:30 a.m.
Sunrise Worship Service w/communion

9:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship w/communion

10:30 a.m.
Non-Traditional Worship w/communion

No Easter Breakfast or Fellowship this year.



