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March  2026               Moment with Michael Our mission:  First  
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church exists to  
welcome people to faith  
in Jesus Christ;  
equip persons with a faith 
that works in real life; and  
send us in service into the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

 

 
 
 

Monday - Thursday: 
8 AM - 4:30 PM 

Friday: 8 AM - 12 PM 
 

320-693-2487 
 

Email:  
firstoffice@firstlitchfield.org 

 

WEBSITE: 
www.firstlitchfield.org 

Lord,  

I don’t know what lays 

before me today, but I 

commit it all to You. 

Please give me strength 

and courage to get 

through the joys,  

challenges and  

happenings of the day.  

I thank You for my life 

and for all that I have;  

I commit this day to 

You. No matter what  

happens, I know You 

have me in the palm of 

Your hand.  

In Jesus’ name I pray,  

Amen. 

“One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of 
God.” Matthew 4:4 NRSVue 
 

Lent begins in the wilderness. 
 

Not in a sanctuary filled with music, nor around a Christmas tree glowing with 
warmth. Lent begins in a dry, unforgiving, desolate place where Jesus is hungry, 
alone, and tested. The tempter comes at a vulnerable moment and essentially says, 
“If you are who you say you are, prove it. Take care of yourself first.” 
 

Jesus responds with words that still resonate with us today: “One does not live by 
bread alone.” 
 

Bread matters. And so does rest, and security, and work. We are not called to     
ignore our human needs. But here Christ reminds us that survival is not the same as 
living. You can have a full schedule, a full stomach, and even full bank account, 
and still feel empty.  
 

As we step into Lent this year, I find myself reflecting on what truly sustains a life 
of faith. It is not constant activity. It is not perfect performance. It is not proving 
ourselves to anyone. It is the steady Word of God that reminds us who we are and 
whose we are. 
 

The Word that says you are forgiven. 
The Word that says you are not alone. 
The Word that says grace comes before effort. 
 

Lent is not about punishing ourselves. It is about remembering what feeds us. And, 
here is where we are called to turn outward. 
 

If we are not sustained by bread alone, neither is our neighbor. The person across 
the street, the coworker, the classmate, the stranger in the checkout line, they are 
hungry too. Not just for food, but for connection…, for patience, and dignity, and 
hope. 
 

What if this Lent we looked at our neighbors and asked, “What is feeding their 
soul?” 
What if instead of assuming we knew their story, we listened? 
What if instead of reacting quickly, we responded with mercy? 
 

While in the wilderness, Jesus demonstrates trust. Trust that the Father will        
provide; provide everything that we need. 
 

As we journey through March, through this long confusing Minnesota winter, 
through the steady rhythm of worship and daily life together, we are invited to trust 
that God will provide. 
 

Where Christmas proclaimed that God is with us. 
And Epiphany revealed that Christ’s light shines for all people. 
Lent now asks us to trust that this light from God is enough to carry us through the 
wilderness. 
 

May this season deepen what truly sustains you. And may we become, together, a 
people who help feed not only bodies, but hearts and minds as well. 
 

Pastor Michael 
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“GOD’S WORK. 
 OUR HANDS.” 

=PRESIDENT: 
Karla Hyberger 
VICE PRESIDENT: 
 
SECRETARY:  
Mattie Baumgartner 
TREASURER: 
Jim Cottington 
 
 

Team Representatives: 
 

Christian Education/ 
Youth & Family:  
Sabrara Evenson 
Karla Hyberger 
Alexis Engelke 
 

Endowment/Memorials:  
Julie Bredeson 
Jim Cottington 
 

Evangelism:  
Meredith Elj 
Sabrara Evenson 
Betty Allen 
Karla Hyberger 
 

MST: 
Sabrara Evenson 
Tanner Eberling 
 

Personnel: 
Karla Hyberger 
Tanner Eberling 
 

Property: 
Mattie Baumgartner 
Tanner Eberling 
Betty Allen 
 

Stewardship & Finance:       
Jim Cottington 
Julie Bredeson 
 

Social Ministry 
Meredith Elj 
Sabrara Evenson 
Betty Allen 
Karla Hyberger 
 

Worship: 
Meredith Elj 
Alexis Engelke 
 
 

 

Church Council                       
Church Council Minutes | February 17, 2026  
 

Members present: 
Pastor Tom, Karla Hyberger, Tanner Eberling, Jim Cottington, Julie Bredeson, Meredith 
Elj, Duane Farmer, Martha Christensen, Harriette Connor 
Meeting called to order at 7pm 
Devotions:  Karla H 
Several Representatives from the Boy Scouts were guests.  Tanner introduced them. 
Addition to the agenda included a presentation from the Boy Scouts. This Sunday, Feb. 22 
is Scouts Sunday.  They will be serving lunch during coffee hour. 
Karla H welcomed our three new Council Members: Martha Christensen, Harriette     
Connor, and Duane Farmer 
 

Secretary Report: Mattie’s written report.  motion by Tanner to accept report, second by 
Meredith, carried 
 

Treasurer Report:  Jim submitted detailed reports and an overview of the bookkeeping 
position including a detailed report of changes to be initiated/updated in 2026.  Fiscal vs 
calendar year reporting, Dedicated Funds to be addressed by Financial Team, Center Point 
bill and meter corrections, Shepard’s Staff computer software. motion by Tanner to accept 
report, second by Julie, carried 
Pastor Tom gave his report: March 15th Council Retreat at Pastor Tom’s home, this will 
also be the March monthly meeting. 
 

Team Reports: 
Worship – Had a submitted written report.   
Property – Julie asked Tanner to report that the east parking lot security light was not 
working Sunday evening after the Sweetheart Supper.  He was going to check. Parking lot 
signage and condition are to be addressed by the Team. 
Christian Education – All is going well according to Heidi.  Family Day was a success. 
Social Ministry – No report. 
Endowment – Submitted written report.  Members met in January with Financial Rep. 
Marc Terris from Merrill Lynch. Zoom mtg. 
Personnel – Need to meet with exiting Council members to conduct review interviews. 
 

Old Business: 
Bookkeeper Position - is being re-evaluated.  Jim Cottington is interim Bookkeeper. 
Security and Safety – Tanner will look into possible classes and resources. 
Library computer – filing system and use of library space is being evaluated. 
Website/Facebook – Evangelism Team will address updates. 
Prayer Chain – Looking into forming a committee for this task and into updating Prayer 
Chain groups and delivery methods. 
Pack the Pews will be in March. 
Samurai Security – Install was completed and Invoice was paid. 
 

New Business: 
Boy Scouts will be contacted by Tanner.  They will be asked to submit a monthly report to 
the Council, of their activities and goals. 
 

Dates to Remember: 

Ash Wednesday – 2-18 

Team meetings – 3-3 

Council Retreat and March Council Meeting – 3-15, 3pm – 7pm at Pastor Tom’s Home. 

Council Serves Soup Supper March 25 

March 29 – Palm Sunday 

April 2 – Maundy Thursday                                     Prayer Requests 

April 3 – Good Friday                            Adjourn 

April 5 – Easter Sunday                       Submitted by Julie Bredeson (pro tem)  
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General Fund:                   
January 2026 Income =   $33,991.67 
January 2026 Expense = $40,823.09 

Finance 

Our GLOBAL MISSIONS offering for the month of March: Giving Cross/Lutheran World Relief 
 

CLIPBOARD MISSIONS: this opportunity is found in the narthex, there are three clipboards to sign 
up on. The suggested offering to support these missions is $40. 
 
 

World Missions: Rev. Aaron Fuller and Kelly Schumacher Fuller  

MAM: Meeker Area Ministries (includes emergency housing) 

Roblealto: Costa Rica Bible Home 

 

Dear Lord: We ask for your help Lord to impart a spirit of generosity, compassion and love to those    
entrusted to our care. May our words and actions be a reflection of your grace, inspiring those gathered 
here to experience the power of your love through generous giving. Help us to embrace the                 
responsibility and privilege of managing your blessings with diligence and integrity. Amen 

 
 
 

Lent – Easter Schedule 2026 
Soup Supper will be served every Wednesday (starting Feb. 25th) at 6:00 p.m. in Chilstrom Hall.  
 
Worship Services begin at 7:00 pm 
February 18, Ash Wednesday   
February 25, Lent Service   
March 4, Lent Service   
March 11, Lent Service   
March 18, Lent Service    
March 25, Lent Service  

Holy Week: 
March 29, Palm Sunday: 9:00 am 
March 5, Maundy Thursday: 7:00 pm 
March 6, Good Friday: 7:00 pm 
April 5, Easter  Morning Worship Services: 
              6:30, 9:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

Memorials & Gifts & Thanks 
 

Gifts were given to the General fund in memory of Thomas Miller, Andy Miller’s dad, from Jim and 
Elaine Lenhard, and Jean Wieland 
 

A Gift was given to the General fund in memory of Dan and Sue Piepenburg from Darlene Lundin. 
 

Gifts were given to the General fund and Blessing Box in memory of Lana Johnson’s sister, Karen, 
from Rodney and Elizabeth Engfer, and Kathy Hantge. 
 
 

A Gift was given to the General fund in memory of Dee Bollin’s sister from Kathy Hantge. 
 

A Gift was given to the Blessing Box in memory of Andy Nelson, Betty Urdahl’s brother, from Paul 
and Sue Lemmer. 
 

Gifts were given to the General Fund and Blessing Box in memory of Dan and Sue Piepenburg from 
Ron, Barb & Zack Piepenburg. 
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Churchwide 

 

Easter Memorials 2026 
  

Given by: __________________________________________________________ 
  
In memory and/or in honor of: 
___________________________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________ 
  
General Fund $______________________________________________________ 
 
Faith Chests  $______________________________________________________ 
 
LWR: World Hunger   $_______________________________________________ 
(Lutheran World Relief) 
 

Please return your memorial and this form in the collection plate during       
offering or to the church office no later than: Friday, March 20, 2026.  

Thank you! 

 

 
 
 
 

First Communion classes for  
5th graders will begin soon.  

They will make chalices and learn about  
the sacrament of Communion.  

 

Sunday, March 8, 2026 (10:00 am) Classroom 
 

Sunday, March 15, 2026 (10:00 am) Classroom 
 

Sunday, March 22, 2026 (10:00 am) Classroom 
 

Thursday, April 9, 2026 (6:30 pm) Final class  
with parents, in Chilstrom Hall, including rehearsal,  
pictures, and preparation for Sunday’s service. 
 

Sunday April 12, 2026, 9:00 am First Communion, 
during worship 
 

Matthew 19:14 Jesus said. “Let the little children 
come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such 

as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs”  
NRSV 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MST International 2028  

 

Interested in traveling internationally? 
 

Join us for an orientation meeting on  
 

Wednesday, March 4, 2026 at 8 pm 
 

 immediately  following the evening  
worship service. We’ll be forming the  

Mission Study Trip for 2028 
 

Open to all 9th and 10th grade students. 
Parents are encouraged to attend. 

 

Bring a friend.  Membership at First  
Lutheran of Litchfield is not required.  

A desire to love your neighbor is. 
 

Any Questions? Contact 
Pastor Michael Buller 

(320) 693-2487 Ext. 3 



5 

 

 
Sunday, March 1, 2026 
  9:00 am Worship w/Communion 
10:00 am Fellowship and Coffee Hour 
10:00 am Sunday School  
 

Wednesday, March 4, 2026  
  6:00 pm Soup Supper 
  7:00 pm Lenten Worship Service 
 

Sunday, March 8, 2026  
  9:00 am Worship w/Communion  
10:00 am Fellowship and Coffee Hour 
10:00 am Sunday School  
10:00 am First Communion Class 
 

Wednesday, March 11, 2026  
  6:00 pm Soup Supper 
  7:00 pm Lenten Worship Service 
 

Sunday, March 15, 2026  
  9:00 am Worship w/Communion 
10:00 am Fellowship and Coffee Hour 
10:00 am Sunday School  
10:00 am First Communion Class 
 

Wednesday, March 18, 2026  
  6:00 pm Soup Supper 
  7:00 pm Lenten Worship Service 
 

Sunday, March 22, 2026  
  9:00 am Worship w/Communion 
10:00 am Fellowship and Coffee Hour 
10:00 am Sunday School  
10:00 am First Communion Class 
 

Wednesday, March 25, 2026  
  6:00 pm Soup Supper 
  7:00 pm Lenten Worship Service 
 

Palm Sunday, March 29, 2026 
  9:00 am Worship w/Communion 
10:00 am Fellowship and Coffee Hour 
10:00 am Sunday School  

 

      M OV I E  N I G H T    

Saturday, March 21, 2026 

 5:00 p.m.  

Holy Word Theater, FLC 

Movie: TBD…. 

Please join us for a good movie and popcorn. 
Please bring your own beverage. 

Cable TV Broadcast Schedule 
Cable TV broadcast worship services from the prior 
week. There is a Lutheran broadcast every day of 
the week at 11am except Saturday! These services are  
broadcast at 11am on Community Access Cable TV:  
Channel 7 Mediacom and Channel 13 Nuvera.  

Churchwide 

Special Dates…. 

• World Day of Prayer — March 6, 2026 

• Daylight-Saving Time begins — March 8, 2026 

• St. Patrick's Day — March 17, 2026 

• First Day of Spring — March 20, 2026 

• Palm Sunday — March 29, 2026 

    Join Us  

 Sunday, March 22, 2026  

4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
at 

The Red Goat 
170 Central Ave. N, 

Watkins, MN 

ALL VOICES WELCOME 



6 

 

WELCA 

If you are interested in attending - please sign up in the church office. 
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 Calendar 

Michelle Herzog
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Serving Group & Birthdays 

 

 
 
 
 

March 
 

Laurie Pierce 
Laurie Koehn   

 

March Ushers 
 

Dennis Gartner - C 
Winton Nelson 
Jason Oslund 
Chad Zeppelin 
Larry Radunz  
Gary Pierce 
John Streed 
 

 

MARCH 2026 SERVING 
GROUP 

Chairs: 

Betty Allen 

Kim Evenson 

Karen M Johnson 

Michael Johnson 

Sandra Johnson 

Judy Jones 

Dan & Stacy Justison 

Robert Kadelbach 

Barbara L. Keller 

Heather Kepper 

Eric & Heidi Kerstein 

Bob & Ruth Kerstein 

Angela Kinsella 

Faye Kjolsing 

Mike & Darlene Klabunde 

Howard & Laurie Koehn 

Judy Kramer 

Darlene Kotelnicki 

Peter & Sheila Krohse 
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Churchwide 
LENTEN “GIVING CROSS” PROJECT 
 
 

The 2026 Lenten “Giving Cross” Project will begin on Ash Wednesday and continue through  
Easter Sunday. The emphasis is on the Lutheran World Relief (LWR) parish projects which include: 
Baby Care Kits & Personal Care Kits. 
 

The cross will be located in the Narthex and filled with cards, each having an item printed on it. Please take 
a card or two, purchase the items, tape the card to the item and place the items in the basket placed by the 
cross. If monetary donations are made, please make the checks payable to First Lutheran Church - noting 
“Giving Cross Project”. Monetary gifts may be left at the church office as well. 
 

After Easter, the kits will be assembled and packed for Lutheran World Relief. Shipping costs are $2.65 for 
each kit, so monetary contributions are also appreciated. In the past, your response to this project has 
been overwhelming, so please take the time to make this another successful Lenten Project. 
 

If you have questions regarding the project please contact a committee member. 
 

Thank you,   
The Giving Cross Committee, Brenda Johnson, Elaine Lenhard or Joan Sommerfeld  

 BABY CARE KIT  

• 2 lightweight cotton t-shirts – (6 – 24 months) 

• 2 gowns or sleepers (without feet) – (6 – 24 months) 

• 2 receiving blankets 

• 4 cloth diapers, flat fold preferred 

• 1 jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with hood, or  
   include a baby cap 

• 2 pair of socks 

• 1 hand towel, dark color recommended 

• 2 bath-size (4-5 oz) ivory soap 

PERSONAL CARE KITS  

• 1 light-weight bath-size towel 
    (approx. 52”x27”), dark color recommended) 

• 2 bath size (4-5 oz) soap in original wrapping 

• 1 adult size toothbrush in its original packaging 

• 1 study comb 

• 1 metal nail clippers 

********Da Great Lutheran Food Fight / MN March Food Share Drive******** 
 

We’re in friendly competition with neighboring ELCA congregations, with the winner earning a 
traveling banner and bragging rights. Participating congregations include: Zion Lutheran and First 
Lutheran of Litchfield; Ostmark Lutheran of rural Forest City; All Saints of Darwin; Gethsemane of 
Dassel; Evangelical Lutheran of Cokato; and Stockholm Lutheran of rural Cokato.   
Details: March 1–31, bring non-perishable food items to the back pews of the sanctuary  
(“Pack-the-Pews”) or make monetary donations. The winner is determined by total food weight:  
$1 equals ½ lb. Results will be shared in early April. As we compete, we keep in mind households 
facing food  insecurity who rely on the Meeker Area Food Shelf. 
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WELCA 

 

WELCA MINUTES FEBRUARY 19, 2026 
WELCA met on February 19, 2026, in Chilstrom Hall with Betty Allen calling the meeting to 
order. The Purpose Statement was recited.  Devotions were given by Betty. 
 
The secretary’s report from November was approved as printed. Sue Lemmer also reminded 
WELCA that the Lucia Committee members have resigned.  They are willing to work with 
new volunteers to “learn the ropes.”  Nicole Geffre will continue as the computer expert for 
scheduling. Gather your friends and serve as co-chairs to make the Lucia Breakfast tradition 
continue. 
 

The treasurer’s report was printed and approved including the final income and expenses for 
Lucia.  The Harvest money donation will go to:  Food Shelf - $500, Hospice, $200 - Lutheran 
Social Services - $200, MAM - $600.  Karla Kadelbach made a motion to approve with a  
second by Lana Johnson. Motion carried. 
 
Old Business: 
The WELCA Ecumen Birthday party was hosted in February.  Lana Johnson and Kris Nelson 
served cupcakes.  Thank you to Brad Connor for providing the entertainment. 
 

‘Tis the Season was held in December.  It was well attended and the tables settings were 
beautiful.  There will be no ‘Tis the Season in 2026 as it is an every other year event.          
It was originally intended to be a Co-op celebration. 
 

New Business: 
 
The WELCA hosted soup supper will be March 18th.  A sign-up sheet was passed around for 
volunteers to sign up for bars, sandwiches and working. 
 
The groups that serve suppers are:  Men’s Group, Chistian Ed, Council, WELCA, and  
Non-traditional music this year. (next year it will be the Choir) 
 
A discussion followed on passing around a sign-up sheet for other members of the  
congregation to sign to bring bars, sandwiches or work if they are not in a specific serving 
group.  Some members can end up serving 3 out of 5 different times in some cases.  
Members can choose soup supper dates that they would be willing to help.   
Please consider volunteering to help!   
 
Our speaker was to be Jenny Klima, speaking on the new Lincoln type apartments that are 
planned for Litchfield.  She was sick, so we hope to have her speak next month. 
 

Dates to Remember:   March 18th—WELCA serving the soup supper 
      March 19th—WELCA meeting, 1:30 pm 
 

Thank you to Betty Allen and Lana Johnson for serving today. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer and the Table Grace were recited. 
 
Respectively submitted,   Sue Lemmer, Secretary 
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                                                                        Churchwide 

 

Firs† News is a monthly publication of: First Evangelical Lutheran Church,  

 703 S. Sibley Ave. Litchfield, MN 55355  

Please send submissions to: The Church Office by March 15, 2026 

For the NEXT ISSUE: April 2026 

Email: firstoffice@firstlitchfield.org 

Be still, Receive God’s Love, Embrace 
God’s Word, Welcome the Day. 

B.R.E.W.  
meets every Tuesday morning at   

7:30 a.m. with Pastor Tom  

 

 

Please keep our shut-in members in your 

prayers,   
 

Lois Rusch, Meeker Manor  

Jutta Goodrich, Litchfield, in own home   
Gordon “Bud” Johnson, Richard Allen,  

VA HealthCare, St. Cloud 

Elois Johnson, Hilltop Health Center, Watkins 

Save your greeting cards!  
They can be recycled!  They will take the whole 
card or you can cut off the signed names, if you 
wish. I will drop them off at the Senior Center in 

Hutchinson.  No Christmas Cards please.  
Thank you!  Elaine Lenhard 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR MEN AND WOMEN  

IN THE  MILITARY:  

*Our members known to be in the military are:  
 

Staff Sgt. US Army, Zachary Olimb, Fort Sam Houston, 
San Antonio, TX; grandson of Lil Madson  
Master Sgt. Austin Kleinschmidt,  934th Airwing,  
Minneapolis, son of Kipp and Lynette Kleinschmidt        
Staff Sgt. Matthew Wiechmann, stationed at Fort Drum, 
NY; son of Virgil and Jamie Wiechmann 
PV. 2 Raigan Miller, Fort Rucker, AL, daughter of Andy 
and Sara Miller, granddaughter of Carol Dragt 
Welcome Home! to those of you who now have returned to 
the States. Thank you all for your service   
*Please let the office know if titles, locations, and/or  
addresses have changed for any of the above. 

March 19, 2026 

1:30 pm 

1st & 3rd 

Thursday of each month. 

 1:30 pm 

Conference Room 

 

Copies of the  

LSS Traditional 

Senior Dining Menus 
are available on the 

 Announcement Board,  

in the Narthex 
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Ministry Staff: 
Rev. Tom Evenson, Senior Pastor 
    firstsr@firstlitchfield.org 
 

Rev. Micheal Buller, Associate Pastor 
    firstap@firstlitchfield.org 
      
Heidi Thoma, Education Coordinator 
     christian.ed@firstlitchfield.org 
  
Judy Berglund, Office Manager 
     firstoffice@firstlitchfield.org 
 

Carol Heath, Financial Secretary                                                                                               
     firsttr@firstlitchfield.org 
 

Carol Dragt, Director of Music 
     firstmusic@firstlitchfield.org 
 

Katie Hulterstrum, Choir Co-Director 
 

Joan Anderson, Choir Co-Director 
 

Jodi Findley, Organist 
 

Kipp Kleinschmidt, Media Director 
      firstmedia@firstlitchfield.org 
 

Scott Nelson, Custodian 
 

Joel Ramthun, Custodian 
 

First Lutheran Church Office: 320-693-2487 
LIKE us on Facebook/ Follow us on Youtube! 

 

“Why are you anxious?” asked our Lord.  
Then He said, “Consider the lilies of the field, 

how they grow. They neither toil nor spin;  
yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory  

was not arrayed like one of these.”  
 

(Matthew 6:28–29, NIV)  


