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Dear Lord:   
 

I thank You  
today, Father, that 
prayer doesnõt have  
to be long and  
complicated.  
You hear even my 
short, heartfelt 
prayers. I am  
grateful that  
I can have a  
continuous  
conversation with 
You all through the 
day, and that You 
hear and  
answer me.  
 

Amen  

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has    
risen upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth and thick darkness 
the peoples, but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear 
over you. Nations shall come to your light and kings to the brightness of 
your dawn. Isaiah 60:1-3 
 

Every year, I reach this place on my calendar with mixed emotions. Advent 
& Christmas are coming to an end, the decorations will soon slowly come 
down, routines begin to return, and the excitement of something new quietly 
settles in alongside feelings of exhaustion. The New Year arrives carrying 
both hope and uncertainty. Epiphany will open before us, reminding us that 
Christôs light was never meant to stay contained, hidden, or reserved for just 
a few. 
 

This reading from Isaiah sums up where I am nicely. The seasonal rush is 
behind us, and ordinary days are ahead. The words ñarise, shineò sound like 
an invitation to notice what God is already doing. Godôs light has come. 
Godôs glory has risen. Even when darkness feels real and close, Godôs   
presence continues to show up, steady and persistent. 
 

As we step into a new year, I am reminded that Christ does not require me 
to have everything figured out. Rather, I am encouraged to trust that God is 
already at work in our congregation, our community, and in this new year 
ahead of us. My role, and yours, is to keep our eyes open and our hearts  
attentive. 
 

But Isaiah does not stop there. The light we have been given is intended to 
draw others toward it. That is where I believe Isaiah is gently guiding us. 
Christ calls us to look beyond ourselves and notice the people God places 
on our path. 
 

What would it look like this year to see our neighbor not as an interruption, 
or as a problem, or as a stranger, but as someone who also carries Godôs 
light? The neighbor who frustrates us, or votes differently than us. The 
neighbor who sits alone, or whose story we have never really heard. 
 

Seeing our neighbor differently begins with believing that Godôs glory is 
with them as well. When we slow down enough to notice, compassion 
grows, patience deepens, and community becomes more than a word we 
use. It becomes something we live, guided by a confidence that we do not 
walk alone. 
 

My prayer for us this year is simple. That we arise and shine, reflecting the 
light of Christ to one another and to our neighbors, both near and far. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 

Pastor Michael 
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ñGODôS WORK. 
 OUR HANDS.ò 

=PRESIDENT:  
Karla Hyberger  
VICE PRESIDENT:  
Karla Kadelbach 
SECRETARY:  
Mattie Baumgartner  
TREASURER: 
Jim Cottington  
 
 

Team Representatives: 
 

Christian Education/  
Youth & Family:  
Abby Hemmingway  
Amy Nelson  
Sabrara Evenson 
Karla Hyberger  
Alexis Engelke 
 

Stewardship & Finance:       
Karla Kadelbach 
Jim Cottington  
Julie Bredeson 
 

Social Ministry/
Evangelism:  
Meredith Elj  
Abby Hemingway  
Sabrara Evenson 
Betty Allen  
Karla Kadelbach 
Karla Hyberger  
 

Endowment/Memorials:  
Julie Bredeson 
Jim Cottington  
 

Property:  
Mattie Baumgartner  
Tanner Eberling 
Betty Allen  
 

Worship:  
Meredith Elj  
Amy Nelson  
Alexis Engelke 
 

Personnel: 
Karla Hyberger  
Tanner Eberling 
 

MST:  
Karla Kadelbach 
Sabrara Evenson 
Tanner Eberling 

Church Council                       

December 16, 2025 
Council Minutes 
 

FLC exists to Welcome people of faith in Jesus Christ, Equip persons with a faith that 
works in real life, and send us in service into the world in Jesusô name. 
 

Council Membership: 
2026:  Karla Kadelbach, Amy Nelson, Abby Hemingway, Mattie Baumgartner 
2027:  Betty Allen, Tanner Eberling, Sabrara Evenson, Karla Hyberger 
2028:  Jim Cottington, Julie Bredeson, Alexis Engelke, Merdith Elj 
 

Call to order 7:03 
 

Devotions:  Jim C. 
 

Additions to agenda:  FMLA and new computers 
 

Secretary Report:  Motion made by Karla K and seconded by Julie B to accept as read 
Treasurer Report:  Motion made by Mattie B and seconded by Karla K  to accept as read 
 

Pastors Report: 
 

Pastor Tom : Please read full report but saying thanks to all who have supported and 
worked for the church this year. 
 

Pastor Michael: Time spent visiting and working on Advent and worship, will be working 
on Open Gate, See full report 
 

Team Reports: 
 

Worship:  See report 
Property Report:  Budget and end of year request for improvements 
Christian Education:  Christmas report a success 
Endowment Report: No meeting 
Social Ministry:  Tis the Season a success, 15 tables a full house also St Lucia served 
 Approximately 180. 
Personnel Committee Secretary Judy review was completed and Sara Rick resigned as 
bookkeeper. 
 

Old Business: 
Budget: Motion made by Mattie B and seconded by Sabrara E to approve the budget for 
2026 to present to the congregation in January for approval in the amount of 575,382.  
Motion carried. 
Vibrant? Samari:  Church will switch to Vibrant February 1; Samari will continue to be 
our fire wall. 
Wednesday Night Faithful Followers:  Christian Ed will start this in January 2026 
Cub Scouts:  Meeting is scheduled in January 
Thanksgiving Dinner:  Hosted by Jones Family  served 115 people 
Food Fight:  won by FLC  
Nominating Committee: Meeting soon 
Mutual Ministry:  working on in 2026 
4-H contract:  signed will by July 9,2026 
 

New Business: 
Team Reports :  Due by  December 23 
Annual Meeting: January 25,2026 
Synod Constitution changes; Any member can view on their website. 
Boiler Loan : Discussion to pay off this loan in April will discuss further closer to April 
for recommendations 
Security and safety:  Looking at security and training as churches seems to be target in the 
future 
Website/Facebook/online directory/sign campaign/prayer chain/ laptop/library computer:     
Working on updating all the website, Facebook online directory and to update our sign 
outside. 
                Council minutes continued on page 3... 
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 General Fund:                   
Total Income for the month of Nov., 2025:          $69,504.88 
Less total Expenses for the month Nov., 2025:  $32,827.16 
           

       Year to Date: 

       Income as of November, 2025:         $403,257.14 
       Expenses as of November, 2025:     $437,817.57 
 

Finance 

Our GLOBAL MISSIONS offering for the month of January: American Red Cross 

CLIPBOARD MISSIONS: this opportunity is found in the narthex, there are three clipboards to sign 

up on. The suggested offering to support these missions is $40. 
 

World Missions: Rev. Aaron Fuller and Kelly Schumacher Fuller  

MAM: Meeker Area Ministries (includes emergency housing) 

Roblealto: Costa Rica Bible Home 

Council minutesé. 
 
Motion made by Karla K and seconded by Julie B to purchase a computer for bookkeeping and the office for 1300. 
Each Motion carried 
FMLA:  FMLA is now mandatory in Minnesota and FLC will contribute .44 and the employees will contribute .22. 
 
Dates to Remember: 
Jan 6 Team meetings 
Jan 20 Council meetings 
Jan 25 Annual Meeting 
 
Prayer Request led by Pastor Michael 
Closing and Adjourn:  930 
 
Respectively Submitted, 
Mattie Baumgartner, Secretary 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless 
his name! For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness 
to all generations. - Ps. 100:4-5 

 

The Love God Desires  
Godõs love is never meant to stop with us; itõs meant to flow through us. 
When we love others, we reflect his very heart. As 1 John 4:12 (NIV)       
reminds us, òIf we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made 
complete in us.ó 

This is the true mark of a Christian ñ love that reaches beyond comfort 
zones, opinions and differences. Jesus said in John 13:35 (NIV), òBy this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.ó 

The world is watching, not to see how loudly we profess our faith but how deeply we practice it. Every 
act of compassion, every gentle word and every moment of grace reveals something divine ñ Godõs 
love at work in us. The more we give that love away, the more it grows within us, mirroring the heart of 
Christ, who gave Himself for all. 

So ask yourself: Does the world recognize you as his disciple by the way you love? 
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Youth Pages 

 

 
 
 
 
 

MST-USA 2027 Mission Trip 

Students in 7thï11th grade are invited to join our MST-USA Mission Study Trip in 2027! This 

U.S.-based mission trip, in partnership with YouthWorks, offers teens a meaningful opportunity to 

serve communities, grow in faith, build relationships, and travel together. 

Trip costs are typically $1,000ï$1,500, with fundraising opportunities available. The destination 

will be chosen by the group, and the trip usually takes place in July. 

⁵ ШQuestions or interested? 

Contact Carrie Block at (320) 333-7954 

Front row (left-right): Breck Barrick, Lucille Blomberg, Emma Defries, and Carson Cervin. 
Back row: Pastor Tom Evenson, Tyson Anderson, Christian Education Coor. Heidi Thoma, 
Ryan Block, and Pastor Michael Buller. 

Congratulations Confirmation Class! October 26, 2025 
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FLC Youth 

Christmas Program 

December 14, 2025 


