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February 2026                       Time with Tom Our mission:  First  
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church exists to  
welcome people to faith  
in Jesus Christ;  
equip persons with a faith 
that works in real life; and  
send us in service into the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

 

 
 
 

Monday - Thursday: 
8 AM - 4:30 PM 

Friday: 8 AM - 12 PM 
 

320-693-2487 
 

Email:  
firstoffice@firstlitchfield.org 

 

WEBSITE: 
www.firstlitchfield.org 

Dear Father: 

Be close to us as we 

seek you in the quiet  

of our hearts. Grant 

us the strength of 

your Spirit, the 

strength to wait      

patiently for your help 

in our lives. Help us to 

hold to all that is 

good. Help us to feel, 

each one of us, that we 

are your children and 

that we may rejoice in 

your fatherly care. 

Amen 

Wars and rumors of wars, people going after each other for any reason 
they can think of. Division has become the norm and ‘if you don’t agree 
with me, you are wrong’ has become the pattern for many disputes. Hatred 
and arguments lead to the charge of brother against brother, father against 
son, mother against daughter, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and 
father-in-law against son-in-law and neighbor against neighbor. What is 
happening to us? Why have we all seemingly turned against each other? 
What happened to love your neighbor? The golden rule has been trampled 
on or simply thrown out the window of relationship building. Our patterns 
show us that there is a powerful entity leading the charge. The powerful 
force of evil is causing us to lose sight of the most important of all words of 
God. The words I am referring to are often called the commandments. 
Therefore, the most important or greatest words, commandments, you all 
know is, you shall love the Lord your God, with all your heart and all your 
soul and all your strength and all your mind and your neighbor as yourself 
(Luke 10). The evil forces in this world do not like these words of God. 
These words of God go against everything the evil spirit lives for. If we fall 
into the trap of hatred towards one another, we show hatred of the Lord 
our God, and we have nothing. Our lives are empty, our hope is gone and 
the evil one then conquers us, and our lives are only filled with death. 
When we get caught up in the world view of hatred and division, we lose 
sight of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. When we lose sight of Jesus, we 
have nothing, and those who trust us and lean on us have nothing. Why do 
we let the powers of this world, control our relationship with our God? 
When we let anger and hatred for another human control our actions and 
our words, it no longer matters what they have done to us or to others. We 
have then given up our independence in thinking and acting. We will      
become part of the agenda of the power of evil in this world. Do not let the 
evil one control you, he has no power over you or your actions, unless you 
allow it. Jesus went to the grave for us to defeat the evil one and when we 
practice hatred against our brother or sister, we are saying Jesus actions 
were for nothing. Did Jesus die so we can continue hating our brother, so 
we can continue killing one another, so we can become the very evil Jesus 
fought against? Absolutely not! Yes, we can get angry, Jesus did. But what 
do we do with that anger? Yes, we can fight against those who oppose the 
things we believe in, again Jesus did. But how do you fight? Not with 
swords and spears, not with fists and weapons, but with kindness and  
conversations of peace and understanding. Loving God and loving our 
neighbor takes two sides, neither need to agree on all things but we need 
to find common ground and let love exist. Life is so difficult already, do not 
let the hatred of the evil one direct your path into the abyss but let the love 
of God lead you into a relationship of life eternal. Love God and Love your 
neighbor and pick up the golden rule and do unto others as you would 
want them to do unto you. Amen. Live in Peace and the God of Love and 
Peace will be with you! 2nd Cor. 13:11 Pastor Tom Evenson 
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“GOD’S WORK. 
 OUR HANDS.” 

=PRESIDENT: 
Karla Hyberger 
VICE PRESIDENT: 
 
SECRETARY:  
Mattie Baumgartner 
TREASURER: 
Jim Cottington 
 
 

Team Representatives: 
 

Christian Education/ 
Youth & Family:  
Sabrara Evenson 
Karla Hyberger 
Alexis Engelke 
 

Stewardship & Finance:       
Jim Cottington 
Julie Bredeson 
 

Social Ministry/
Evangelism:  
Meredith Elj 
Sabrara Evenson 
Betty Allen 
Karla Hyberger 
 

Endowment/Memorials:  
Julie Bredeson 
Jim Cottington 
 

Property: 
Mattie Baumgartner 
Tanner Eberling 
Betty Allen 
 

Worship: 
Meredith Elj 
Alexis Engelke 
 

Personnel: 
Karla Hyberger 
Tanner Eberling 
 

MST: 
Sabrara Evenson 
Tanner Eberling 

Church Council                       
January 20, 2026 
Council Minutes 
 
FLC exists to Welcome people of faith in Jesus Christ, Equip persons with a faith that 
works in real life, and send us in service into the world in Jesus’ name. 
 
Council Membership: 
2026: Karla Kadelbach, Amy Nelson, Abby Hemingway, Mattie Baumgartner 
2027: Betty Allen, Tanner Eberling, Sabrara Evenson, Karla Hyberger 
2028: Jim Cottington, Julie Bredeson, Alexis Engelke, Meredith Elj 
 
Call to order :  7 pm 
 
Devotions:  Karla Hyberger 
Additions to agenda:  Senate request for money 
Secretary Report: Karla K made motion to accept, seconded by Meredith E.  Motion  
carried 
Treasurer Report: Jim report included the expense unstated by 6000.00 offerings  
understated efforts are in place to correct these reports. Julie B motion to accept treasurers 
report with correction seconded by Karla.  Motion carried 
Pastors Report: please see written report 
Pastor Michael, included the MST breakfast for the Annual Meeting, Sweetheart Dinner 
February 15 and the Mutual Ministry Support. 
 
Team Reports  
Worship Team: scheduling Beer and Hymns 
Property Team : see written report and year end report 
Christian Education: see written report 
Social Ministry: no meeting 
Endowment team: no meeting 
Personnel Committee: evaluations are ongoing 
 
Old Business 
Budget /ANNUAL MEETING/ nominating committee:  Annual Meeting 
Vibrant/Samurai: it’s a go 
Cub Scouts; meeting is scheduled 
Mutual Ministry: Topic for executive committee 
Faithful Followers: will continue discussions 
Boiler Loan: New Council will discuss in May 
 
New Business: 
Audit:  Brenda Anderson will lead, Jim C will consult 
Posting of Church Bookkeeper: will be posted 
Safety and Security: Churches are always a target and discussion on training and safety 
will continue 
Pack the Pews: March 
Website/Facebook: working on will continue 
Prayer Chain: Looking to assign to a committee relooking at options to get the word out 
Library Computer: assigned to education committee  
Synod request for money for building: Julie B made motion to support the synod appeal 
for money for 15,000.00 from Thrivent Dollars and for the church to match that 15,000.00 
for a total of 30,000.00 to renovate the synod building. This will be proposed at the  
Annual Meeting. 
 
               minutes continue on pg. 3 
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General Fund:                   
Total Income for the month of Dec., 2025:          $77,373.43 
Less total Expenses for the month Dec., 2025:  $39,242.36 
   

 
Year to Date: 
Income as of December, 2025:         $480,630.57 
Expenses as of December, 2025:     $477,059.93 

 

Finance 

Our GLOBAL MISSIONS offering for the month of February: Feed Our Hungry Children, Int’l 

CLIPBOARD MISSIONS: this opportunity is found in the narthex, there are three clipboards to sign 

up on. The suggested offering to support these missions is $40. 
 

World Missions: Rev. Aaron Fuller and Kelly Schumacher Fuller  

MAM: Meeker Area Ministries (includes emergency housing) 

Roblealto: Costa Rica Bible Home 

 

Dear Lord:  
We come to you with hearts filled with gratitude for the abundant blessings you give 
us each day. We acknowledge that cheerful giving is not an obligation but a joyful act 
of worship. Help us understand that our giving is an expression of our deep love for 
you and our want to further your kingdom here on earth. Amen. 

Council continued… 
 

Dates: 
February 18:  Ash Wednesday 
March 29:  Palm Sunday 
April 2:  Maundy Thursday 
April 3:  Good Friday 
April 5:  Easter 
 

Prayer Request 
Adjourn 
 

Respectively Submitted, 
Mattie Baumgartner, Secretary 

 

The Upside-Down Blessing 
 
The Beatitudes are more than poetic lines from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. They’re a radical redefinition 
of what it means to be blessed. The Greek word makarios doesn’t just mean “happy.” It describes a deep, 
untouchable joy that pain, loss or hardship cannot erase. As scholar William Barclay wrote, it is “the joy 
which shines through tears.” 
 

Jesus flips the world’s idea of success upside down. The “blessed” aren’t the powerful or prosperous, but 
the poor in spirit, the mourners, the meek and the merciful. Imagine reading them as “Congratulations, 
you who feel broken, God’s kingdom belongs to you!” His words assure us that, even in suffering, we 
stand in God’s favor. 
 

Real blessing isn’t about shiny possessions or smooth sailing. It’s the steady, saving presence of God —    
a life preserver tossed to us when we’re struggling to stay afloat. And it’s not just an individual  
promise.   Jesus spoke these blessings to a community, a we more than a me. Together, 
as the body of Christ, we find comfort, strength and the courage to live with joy that 
nothing in life or death can take away. 
 
— Adapted from HomileticsOnline.com 

Lent – Easter Schedule 2026 
Soup Supper will be served every Wednesday  
(starting Feb. 25th) at 6:00 p.m. in Chilstrom Hall.  
 
Worship Services begin at 7:00 pm 
February 18, Ash Wednesday   
February 25, Lent Service   
March 4,  Lent Service   
March 11, Lent Service   
March 18 Lent Service    
March 25 Lent Service  
  

Holy Week: 
March 29,  Palm Sunday: 9:00 am 
March 5,    Maundy Thursday: 7:00 pm 
March 6,    Good Friday: 7:00 pm 
April 5,      Easter Worship Services: 
                   6:30, 9:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
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Youth Pages 

 

 
 
 
 
 

MST-USA 2027 Mission Trip 

Students in 7th–11th grade are invited to join our MST-USA Mission Study Trip in 2027! This 

U.S.-based mission trip, in partnership with YouthWorks, offers teens a meaningful opportunity to 

serve communities, grow in faith, build relationships, and travel together. 

Trip costs are typically $1,000–$1,500, with fundraising opportunities available. The destination 

will be chosen by the group, and the trip usually takes place in July. 

 ШQuestions or interested? 

Contact Carrie Block at (320) 333-7954 

Butter Braids 
MST-USA 2027 will begin taking orders for  
Butter Braids on Wednesday, February. 11th - 
Sunday, March 1st.  
 

Orders may be placed with any MST-USA youth 
(online or in person), or through the church  
office. With the Online ordering option,  
customers can visit the on-line store, place an  
order and pay all in one spot! Your Butter Braids 
will then be available for pick up at church or  
delivered by one of our youth. If you’d like to 
place an order on-line please contact any 
MST-USA youth or visit the First Lutheran’s    
Facebook page for the link. Butter Braids will be 
delivered on Wednesday, March 18th.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact:  
Carrie Block 320-333-7954.  
 

Thank you for your support of MST-USA! 

 
 
 

Confirmation Photos are here!  Please pick 
them up in the church office.   

Thank you! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Sunday School Students and Families: 
Join us for - Family Day  
February 15th at 10 am 

Milestone Ministries: 1st Grade Time Capule 
We will have a gathering for first graders and parents 
on Sunday, February 8th at 10 am during the  
Sunday school hour.   
We will be putting together a time capsule to be 
opened at their 10th grade confirmation banquet. 
Parents are asked to come and join and assist their 
child/children.   
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February 2026 Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday, February 1, 2026 
  9:00 am Worship w/Communion 
10:00 am Fellowship and Coffee Hour 
10:00 am Sunday School  
 

Wednesday, February 4, 2026  
  6:00 pm Confirmation  
  6:30 pm Worship w/Comm., Chapel 
 

Sunday, February 8, 2026  
  9:00 am Worship w/Communion  
10:00 am Fellowship and Coffee Hour 
10:00 am Sunday School  
 

Wednesday, February 11, 2026  
  6:00 pm Confirmation  
  6:30 pm Worship w/Comm., Chapel 
 

Sunday, February 15, 2026  
  9:00 am Worship w/Communion 
10:00 am Fellowship and Coffee Hour 
10:00 am Sunday School  
 

Ash Wednesday, February 18, 2026  
 6:00 pm Mentor/Student Meal, Chilstrom Hall   
 7:00 pm Worship w/Comm., Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, February 22, 2026  
  9:00 am Worship w/Communion 
10:00 am Fellowship and Coffee Hour 
10:00 am Sunday School  
 

Wednesday, February 25, 2026  
  6:00 pm Soup Supper 
  7:00 pm Worship w/Comm., Sanctuary 

 

 

      MOVIE  N IG HT    

Saturday, February 21, 2026  

 5:00 p.m.  

Holy Word Theater, FLC  

Movie: TBD¦. 

tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƳƻǾƛŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǇŎƻǊƴΦ 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜΦ 

Cable TV Broadcast Schedule 
Cable TV broadcast worship services from the prior 
week. There is a Lutheran broadcast every day of 
the week at 11am except Saturday! These services are  
broadcast at 11am on Community Access Cable TV:  
Channel 7 Mediacom and Channel 13 Nuvera.  

Weekly Rotation for Cable TV Broadcasts: 
Sun.11am: Lfd./ELCA Coop Worship: previous Sunday 
Mon.11am: Lfd./ELCA Coop Worship: previous week 
Tue.11am: Worship w/First Lutheran, Litchfield 
Wed.11am: Lfd./ ELCA Coop Worship: Sunday 
Wed. 8pm: Lfd./ ELCA Coop Worship: Sunday 
Thur.11am: Worship w/Trinity Lutheran, Grove City 
Thur.3 pm: Worship w/First Lutheran, Litchfield 
Fri.11am: Worship w/Zion Lutheran, Litchfield 

Churchwide 

Special DatesÞ. 

¶ Black History Month, February 1-28, 2026 

¶ Groundhog Day, February 2, 2026 

¶ Valentine's Day, February 14, 2026 

¶ Presidents Day, February 16, 2026 

¶ Ash Wednesday, February 18, 2026 

The Love God Desires 
 

God’s love is never meant to stop with us; it’s meant 
to flow through us. When we love others, we reflect 
his very heart. As 1 John 4:12 (NIV) reminds us,  
“If we love one another, God lives in  us and his love 
is made complete in us.”  
 
This is the true mark of a Christian — love that 
reaches beyond comfort zones, opinions and       
differences. Jesus said in John 13:35 (NIV), “By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
love one another.”  
 
The world is watching, not to see how loudly we 
profess our faith but how deeply we practice it.   
Every act of  compassion, every gentle word and 
every moment of grace reveals something divine — 
God’s love at work in us. The more we give that love 
away, the more it grows within us, mirroring the 
heart of Christ, who gave Himself for all.  
 
So ask yourself: Does the world recognize you as his 
disciple by the way you love? 
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Churchwide 

L ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƴ άL ŎŀƴΧέ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΦ  Lǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǇǊŜŎƭǳŘŜ 
ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǝƻƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎƭȅ ŎǊŜŀǝǾŜ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǝǾŜǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻƴŜ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ  !ƴŘ 
ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǎǘƻǳƴŘŜŘ ŀǘ Ƙƻǿ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇΗ 
 

!¦¢Ihw ¦bYbh²b 

ƭŜǧŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ {Ƙŀǳƴŀ ƛƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ LƴŀǳƎǳǊŀǝƻƴ ŀǘ [{¢/ΦΦΦ                                                                                           
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 Calendar 

Michelle Herzog
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Serving Group & Birthdays 

 

 
 
 
 

February  
 

Open 

 

February Ushers 
9:00 am 

 
Josh Baumgartner 
Jacob Bredeson 
Gary Cervin 
John Hulterstrum 
Corey Cervin  
Tom Fruetel 
Chad Mahlow 
 

 

FEBRUARY 2026 SERVING 

Chairs: 

Steve & Jackie Kraushaar 

Daniel & Robin Johnson 

Andy Hoffmann 

Donald & Mary Hokanson 

Iris Holmgren 

Mark & Jayne Holmgren 

Cecile Hoyer 

Eric & Kayla Hulterstrum 

John & Katie Hulterstrum 

Laura Hulterstrum 

Gary Husmann 

Harold (Hal) & LaVonne Huso 

Rocky & Karla Hyberger 

Derek & Charisse Isaacson 

Dan & Brenda Johnson 

Dan E. Johnson 

David & Myra Johnson 

Gladys Johnson 

Gordon & Darla Johnson 
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WELCA 
LENTEN ñGIVING CROSSò PROJECT 
 
 

The 2026 Lenten “Giving Cross” Project will begin on Ash Wednesday and continue through  
Easter Sunday. The emphasis is on the Lutheran World Relief (LWR) parish projects which include: 
Baby Care Kits & Personal Care Kits. 
 

The cross will be located in the Narthex and filled with cards, each having an item printed on it. Please take 
a card or two, purchase the items, tape the card to the item and place the items in the basket placed by the 
cross. If monetary donations are made, please make the checks payable to First Lutheran Church - noting 
“Giving Cross Project”. Monetary gifts may be left at the church office as well. 
 

After Easter, the kits will be assembled and packed for Lutheran World Relief. Shipping costs are $2.65 for 
each kit, so monetary contributions are also appreciated. In the past, your response to this project has 
been overwhelming, so please take the time to make this another successful Lenten Project. 
 

If you have questions regarding the project please contact a committee member. 
 

Thank you,   
The Giving Cross Committee, Brenda Johnson, Elaine Lenhard or Joan Sommerfeld  

 BABY CARE KIT  

¶ 2 lightweight cotton t-shirts – (6 – 24 months) 

¶ 2 gowns or sleepers (without feet) – (6 – 24 months) 

¶ 2 receiving blankets 

¶ 4 cloth diapers, flat fold preferred 

¶ 1 jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with hood, or  
   include a baby cap 

¶ 2 pair of socks 

¶ 1 hand towel, dark color recommended 

¶ 2 bath-size (4-5 oz) ivory soap 

PERSONAL CARE KITS  

¶ 1 light-weight bath-size towel 
(approx. 52”x27”), dark color recommended) 

¶ 2 bath size (4-5 oz) soap in original wrapping 

¶ 1 adult size toothbrush in its original packaging 

¶ 1 study comb 

¶ 1 metal nail clippers 

 Dear First Lutheran 
 

As we wrap up another beautiful Lucia celebration, we want to express our heartfelt thanks for the 
trust and support you have given us as co-chairs of the Lucia Committee for the last three years. It 
has been a joy and an honor to help carry forward this cherished tradition. We are deeply grateful to 
all the volunteers, musicians, bakers, decorators, and supporters who made this year’s event so 
meaningful. Your time, creativity, and enthusiasm truly bring the magic of Lucia to life each year. 
 

As our term as co-chairs comes to a close, we are now looking for new volunteers to step into  
leadership roles and help guide next year’s celebration. The Lucia tradition is a treasured part of  
First Lutheran, and it thrives because of the people who lovingly keep it going. Whether you’ve been  
involved for years or are new and curious to contribute, we warmly welcome your participation. 
 

If you are interested—or even just thinking about it—we would love to share more about what the 
role entails. Please reach out, and we’ll be happy to help with a smooth handover.  Nicole Geffre  
will continue to work with the new committee members. 
 

Thank you again for the wonderful experience and for keeping the spirit of Lucia shining bright. 
With gratitude, 
 

Your Lucia Committee Co-Chairs   
Betty Allen, Lana Johnson, Jackie Kraushaar, Sue Lemmer 
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Memorials & Gifts & Thanks 

 

 

Gifts were given to the General fund and Blessing Box in memory of Ruth Massingham from   
Richard and Carol Heath, Ron and Barb Piepenburg, Bob and Norma Hall, Darlene Lundin, Dianne 
Thorp, Paul and Sue Lemmer, Jayne Bjur, Dan and Brenda Johnson, John and Shirley Lekander, 
Bryan and Linda Larson, Chuck and Karen Eberhard, Jean Wieland, Gary and Janet Smith, Sue  
Fenton, and Jim and Elaine Lenhard.  
 

Gifts were given to the General fund, Quilting fund, and Youth Summer Campership in memory  
of Lana Johnson’s sister, Karen, from Bob and Norma Hall, Steve and Jackie Kraushaar, Dianne 
Thorp, Kirk and Dorothy Lundin, Paul and Sue Lemmer, Charlie and Jo Ann Lindstrom, Chuck and 
Karen Eberhard, John and Shirley Lekander, Jim and Barb Alsleben, Dee Bollin, Joan Sommerfeld, 
Dan and Brenda Johnson, and Valda Thomas. 
 

Gifts were given to the General fund and Blessing Box in memory of Dee Bollin’s sister from Dan 
and Brenda Johnson, Paul and Sue Lemmer, Dianne Thorp,  Kirk and Dorothy Lundin, Charlie and 
Jo Ann Lindstrom, Steve and Jackie Kraushaar, John and Shirley Lekander, and Chuck and Karen 
Eberhard.   
 

Gifts were given to the General fund, Meeker Area Ministries, and Quilters in memory of Robert 
Manson, Richard Baun, Loren Boll, Delphine Kelly, Scott Engfer, David Pierce, Renee Twardy, 
Kent Fuhrman, Dean Johnson, Doris Birkemeyer, Carolyn Christensen, Darlene Elam Miller, and 
Aldeen and Idell Kadelbach from Dorothy Euerle 
 

A Gift was given to the General fund in honor of Charlie Lindstrom’s Birthday from Jean Wieland.  
 

Special Thanks———————————————— 
 

Thank you for the many prayers, cards, memorials and acts of kindness shown to our family during 
the loss of our mom Ruth. Your love and support have been a great comfort to us and we are truly 
grateful. Special thanks to Pastor Tom and Pastor Michael for your visits with our mom. We know 
they brought a great sense of peace to her. The funeral message was spot on about our mom, how 
she cared so much for others. Thank you to Jodi Findley for providing the beautiful music. Thank 
you to the serving group - Sue, Jackie, Betty, Meredith, Barb, Peggy, and Valda for helping make the  
luncheon go so well. With heartful thanks, the family of Ruth Massingham. 
 

Thanks to all who helped with serving during the month of January.  You are very much  
appreciated.  Jerry and Lana Johnson 
 

 

 

Stop, Look and Listen 
 

Why should we observe Lent? 
 
We observe Lent because it causes us to STOP. Lent says, “Stop and rest awhile.”  
Lent says, “Stop doing wrong.” 
 
We observe Lent because it tells us to LOOK. Look inward for an honest  
self-examination. Look upward to see the cross of Christ with healing and love.  
Look forward to the hope of the Resurrection. 
 
We observe Lent because it tells us to LISTEN. Listen to the words of Christ. Listen to 
the voice of God. Listen to the winds of the Spirit of God. 
 
Stop, look and listen. These three words are important for our safety in travel, but 
they may also be helpful for our journey through the days of Lent. 
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                                                                        Churchwide 

 

Firs† News is a monthly publication of: First Evangelical Lutheran Church,  

 703 S. Sibley Ave. Litchfield, MN 55355  

Please send submissions to: The Church Office by February 15, 2026 

For the NEXT ISSUE: March 2026 

Email: firstoffice@firstlitchfield.org 

Be still, Receive God’s Love, Embrace 
God’s Word, Welcome the Day. 

B.R.E.W.  
meets every Tuesday morning at   

7:30 a.m. with Pastor Tom  

 

 

Please keep our shut -in members in your 

prayers,   
 

Lois Rusch, Meeker Manor  

Jutta Goodrich, Litchfield, in own home   
Gordon “Bud” Johnson, Richard Allen,  

VA HealthCare, St. Cloud 

Elois Johnson, Hilltop Health Center, Watkins 

M]´j ·~¯ª pªjj®r|p f]ªh«Ô  
They can be recycled!  They will take the whole 
card or you can cut off the signed names, if you 
wish. I will drop them off at the Senior Center in 

Hutchinson.  No Christmas Cards please.  
Thank you!  Elaine Lenhard 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR MEN AND WOMEN  

IN THE  MILITARY:   

*Our members known to be in the military are:  
 

Staff Sgt. US Army, Zachary Olimb, Fort Sam Houston, 
San Antonio, TX; grandson of Lil Madson  
Master Sgt. Austin Kleinschmidt,  934th Airwing,  
Minneapolis, son of Kipp and Lynette Kleinschmidt        
Staff Sgt. Matthew Wiechmann, stationed at Fort Drum, 
NY; son of Virgil and Jamie Wiechmann 
Raigan Miller, Basic Training, daughter of Andy and 
Sara Miller, granddaughter of Carol Dragt 
Welcome Home! to those of you who now have returned to 
the States. Thank you all for your service   
*tƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǝǘƭŜǎΣ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘκƻǊ  
ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜΦ 

February 18, 2026 

1:30 pm 

1st & 3rd 

Thursday of each month. 

 1:30 pm 

Conference Room 
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U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
Permit NO. 1 
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55355 

Ministry Staff: 
Rev. Tom Evenson, Senior Pastor 
    firstsr@firstlitchfield.org 
 

Rev. Micheal Buller, Associate Pastor 
    firstap@firstlitchfield.org 
      
Heidi Thoma, Education Coordinator 
     christian.ed@firstlitchfield.org 
  
Judy Berglund, Office Manager 
     firstoffice@firstlitchfield.org 
 

Carol Heath, Financial Secretary                                                                                               
     firsttr@firstlitchfield.org 
 

Carol Dragt, Director of Music 
     firstmusic@firstlitchfield.org 
 

Katie Hulterstrum, Choir Co-Director 
 

Joan Anderson, Choir Co-Director 
 

Jodi Findley, Organist 
 

Kipp Kleinschmidt, Media Director 
      firstmedia@firstlitchfield.org 
 

Scott Nelson, Custodian 
 

Joel Ramthun, Custodian 
 

First Lutheran Church Office: 320-693-2487 
LIKE us on Facebook/ Follow us on Youtube! 

MST 2026 invites you to a  

Sweetheart Dinner  
 

Sunday, February 15th  

doors open at 5:00 pm 
 

Tickets: $20 
 

Dinner Menu: Chicken Cordon Bleu, Rice Pilaf, Salad, Dessert 
 

*Entertainment Provided* 
 

Event held at: 

First Lutheran Church 

703 South Sibley Ave 

Litchfield, MN 
 

Tickets available at the church office  

or from any MST 2026 member 
 

Must have a ticket to attend - no tickets sold at the door. 


