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It is the Advent season, and we celebrate the time of waiting, longing
and lamenting as we move into the Christmas season. I like to think
about growing up in a small rural church in central Minnesota, looking
forward to Christmas, with such hope filled with excitement. I was
hopeful for all the things a small boy could want, thinking mostly about
myself and my needs. I presume that is what most of us do, as we
think about the possibilities of this holiday known as Christimas. For
the most part, our hope is in things of this world. We dream of the
things that may make our life better, or maybe of the things we cannot
afford to purchase on our own. Hope and dreams are what help us
keep going on the days when life can seem so difficult, and we may feel
we are barely hanging on. Hope is the place we meet ourselves, with
encouragement and self-love, and we tell ourselves, this feeling of
despair is temporary, and we can get through this. The Advent season
is about hopefulness of a better time to come, a time when we will be in
the presence of our Lord and Savior. Advent leads to Christinas, not by
mistake or happenstance, but by intention, as a way for us to lament
the time we miss being in God’s presence, as we wait for the return of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. This time of waiting should be hope
filled, because we know it will not be long. We fill this time with dreams
and stories and praise, and fellowship with others as they too wait.
Christmas is the celebration that comes quickly, as we wait for his
return. Christmas is the time we can share joy and hope with others,
even with those who do not yet know the joy of a hopeful people. Find
time this year, as you remember your fondest memories of this
season, to share your story with others and introduce the love of God
with those who are not familiar with the hope of a coming savior.
Teach others how to love the way our Lord Jesus taught us. Dream and
hope, for according to John’s gospel, Jesus says “I will come again and
will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also”.
Again, Jesus said, “A little while, and you will no longer see me, and
again a little while, and you will see me.” As we wait this Advent and
Christmas season, do not be afraid but be hopeful and celebrate with
others the hope of a life in Christ, now and in a little while, when Jesus
comes and we see him with our own eyes, that is reason to celebrate.
Jesus is coming, Jesus is alive. Amen.

Time with Tom

Live in Peace and the God of Love and Peace will be with you!
2" Cor. 13:11.
Pastor Tom Evenson
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A monthly publication for the
members and friends of First
Evangelical Lutheran Church
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Our mission: First
Evangelical Lutheran
Church exists to
welcome people to faith
in Jesus Christ;

equip persons with a faith
that works in real life; and
send us in service into the
world in Jesus’ name.

Dear Lord;

Throughout this day,
may I be keenly aware
of your presence in
everything I do — as I
commute to work, drop
children off at school,
keep house and speak
with my neighbors.
May my words be
seasoned with salt and
minister grace to all
that hear. May my
actions be aligned with
your Word.

Amen

CHURCH OFFICE

Monday - Thursday:
8 AM - 4:30 PM
Friday: 8 AM - 12 PM
320-693-2487

Email:
firstoffice @firstlitchfield.org

WEBSITE:
www.firstlitchfield.org



Church Council

“GOD’S WORK.
OUR HANDS.”

PRESIDENT:

Karla Hyberger
VICE PRESIDENT:
Karla Kadelbach
SECRETARY:
Mattie Baumgartner
TREASURER:

Jim Cottington

Team Representatives:

Christian Education/
Youth & Family:
Abby Hemmingway
Amy Nelson

Sabrara Evenson
Karla Hyberger
Alexis Engelke

Stewardship & Finance:
Karla Kadelbach

Jim Cottington

Julie Bredeson

Social Ministry/

Evangelism:
Meredith Elj

Abby Hemingway
Sabrara Evenson
Betty Allen

Karla Kadelbach
Karla Hyberger

Endowment/Memorials:

Julie Bredeson
Jim Cottington

Property:
Mattie Baumgartner

Tanner Eberling
Betty Allen

Worship:
Meredith Elj
Amy Nelson
Alexis Engelke

Personnel:
Karla Hyberger
Tanner Eberling

MST:

Karla Kadelbach
Sabrara Evenson
Tanner Eberling

Council Minutes - November 18, 2025

FLC exists to Welcome people to faith, Equip persons with a faith that works in real life;
and sends us in service into the world in Jesus’ name.

Council Membership:

2026: Karla Kadelbach, Amy Nelson, Abby Hemingway, Mattie Baumgartner
2027: Betty Allen, Tanner Eberling, Sabrara Evenson, Karla Hyberger

2028: Jim Cottington, Julie Bredeson, Alexis Engelke, Meredith Elj

Absent: Amy Nelson, Abby Hemingway, Alexis Engelke

Secretary Report: Sept/Oct Both read and approved

Treasurer’s Report: Sept/Oct Both read and discussion regarding for Jim C to have access
to savings account for building fund for future Treasurer’s report. Motion made by Julie
B and seconded by Karla K. Motion carried.

Pastor Report: Pastor Tom reported regarding a shortage of Pastors please see full written
report.

Pastor Michael: Pastor Michael reported on activities in the church and getting ready for
Advent season. Please see full written report.

Team Reports:

Worship Team: Reported on the search for new projector and costs but decided to fix the
old one as new is very expensive.

Property Team: Has turned in Budget for next year.

Christian Education: looking at Wednesday night Sunday School.

Social Ministry: Tis the Season has 15 tables set for Dec. 7

Endowment Team: No meeting

Personnel Committee: Evaluation continue to be done by Karla H.

Old Business

Beer and Hymns, very successful again

Budgets: To be ready by end of November

Thanksgiving Dinner: in Chilstrom Hall Thanksgiving Day

New Members: Julie B made motion to accept new members as listed, Betty A seconded.
Motion carried

Nominating Committee: working on recruiting nominations for council

New Business:

New phone contract with Vibrant, Tanner made motion to clarify the issue of firewall be-
fore a decision is made, Julie B seconded, discussion followed Karla H will clarify and
bring for discussion. Motion carried

Mutual Ministry: was explained and discussed as the church and Pastors being proactive
regarding each other to alleviate potential conflicts. A team of 6 people would work and
meet to hear what the church members are saying regarding Pastors and what Pastors are
says regarding members.

Great Lutheran Food Fight: November 26 is the end of the food drive to challenge both
FLC and Zion to see who can donated the most poundage of food. See details in church
bulletins.

Dates to Remember:

November 23 Beer And Hymns Manannah Hilltop
November 27 Thanksgiving Dinner at FLC
December 7 Tis the Season

December 13 St. Lucia Breakfast

December 14 Sunday School Program Merry C]’)l’iSJCmaS &
Prayer Request H appy New Year!
Adjourn

Respectively Submitted

NOTE: Minutes are unofficial until approved
at the next church council meeting.

Mattie Baumgartner, Secretary
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Finance

General Fund: Year to Date:
Total Income for the month of Oct., 2025: $28,830.50 Income as of October, 2025: $333,019.26
Less total Expenses for the month Oct., 2025: $51,022.83 Expenses as of October, 2025:  $403,441.86

“Gracious God, you are the giver and provider of all things. We give thanks for who you are and what you
have given. We ask that our offering would honor your name. Amen.”

“Heavenly Father, thank you for your abundant generosity. As we give, open our hearts to be more gener-
ous, reflecting your love. Bless these offerings to further your kingdom, and bless us as cheerful givers.
Amen.”

“God, as we bring our offerings before you, we ask for your guidance in fine-tuning our faith. Help us to
trust you more deeply, to step out in faith, and to follow where you lead. May our giving be an expression
of our growing faith in you. Amen.”

Our GLOBAL MISSIONS offering for the month of December: SW MN Synod Ministries
CLIPBOARD MISSIONS: this opportunity is found in the narthex, there are three clipboards to sign
up on. The suggested offering to support these missions is $40.

World Missions: Rev. Aaron Fuller and Kelly Schumacher Fuller

MAM: Meeker Area Ministries (includes emergency housing)

Roblealto: Costa Rica Bible Home

Candles That Tell a Story

Lighting its candles each Sunday is a treasured tradition during the four weeks of Advent.
Depending on denomination, churches use different color combinations for the candles.
Some place four blue candles around the wreath with a white one in the center, while
others use all white. Many light purple candles on the first two Sundays, pink on the
third, purple again on the fourth, and then a large white candle on Christmas Eve or
Christmas Day.

Each part of the wreath carries symbolic meaning:

o The wreath: Its circular shape represents the everlasting love of God, having no beginning or end. The green
symbolizes eternal life.

o The four candles: Mark the four weeks of Advent. One tradition says that each candle also represents 1,000
years, totaling 4,000 years from Adam and Eve to Christ’s birth.

o Purple candles: in ancient times, was expensive and was considered the color of royalty and kings. On
Christmas, Christ is proclaimed King of Kings. Purple also symbolizes humility and penitence. The first
purple candle represents Hope; the second, Peace; and the final purple candle, Love.

o Blue candles: Blue is another color often used as a symbol of royalty. Some churches use blue candles to
symbolize the night sky and the anticipation of the announcement of Christ’s birth. Blue also symbolizes
the beginning of a new creation as in the waters of Genesis 1.

o The pink candle: Lit on the third Sunday, it represents Joy and marks the halfway point of Advent.

o The white candle: The large white candle in the center is the Christ candle. Its light symbolizes Christ the
Savior — “the light of the world”

The beauty and brightness from the glow of all five candles is a reminder that Christ’s life was the light for all

earth’s people — “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” (John I1:5, NRSV).

The Advent wreath is more than just greenery and candles—it’s a symbol of watchfulness and growing joy as

Christmas draws near. 3



Churchwide

MEEKER AREA MINISTRIES

Christmas Carols
and ‘Hohdag Cheer

THURSDAY,

DECEMBER 4
7 PM AT
LITCHFIELD
OPERA HOUSE

Join some HS choir members in
singing carols and find out about
Meeker Area Ministries and its
work in our community.

2R\ Tr;zats will be served. .

MST 2026 Cookie Walk

A walkable bake sale where you build your
own plate of your favorite cookies.

$6.00 per Dozen

Saturday, December 6th
8am- 12 pm
(or until they are all gone)

First Lutheran Church, Litchfield

Cookie donations are greatly appreciated!
Donations may be dropped off at
First Lutheran by noon
Friday, December 5th.

Thank you for your support of MST 2026!

16th Annual Little Red Schoolhouse

HOLIDAY CRAFT SALE

Delicious Baked Goods + Ornaments, Soaps, Candles
Varieties of Garlic * Crocheted, Wool Felted Items
Jewelry and Button Pins  Embroidery and Macrame
Poinsettias, Wreaths, Decor e« Barnwood Décor and Signs
Krumkaka and Rosettes e Metal Art Works

.

Laser Crafts, Wood Purses Beautiful Raffle Baskets!

Saturday, December 6, 2025
8:30 am — 2:00 pm

To be held at: Beckville Lutheran Church
20521 600" Avenue
Litchfield, MN

For more information contact Judy Walstad
email: Irslitchfield@gmail.com
call: 952-237-5529. Facebook or
WWW httleledschool org

An Advent Celebration

First Luthevan Church
LiteRfialt
Chilstrom Hall

Please join us for music, dessert and fellowsfip

Sunday, December 7%
6:00 pm table viewing
6:30 pm entertainment

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

No tickets at the door

Call Betty at 320-221-0477
RSVP by December 1*

This is a free event but with limited seating so please call for your spot.




Churchwide

December 2025 Worship Schedule

Wednesday, December 3, 2025
6:00 pm Confirmation
6:30 pm Worship w/Comm., Chapel

Sunday., December 7, 2025 2nd Sun. /Advent
9:00 am Worship w/Communion

10:00 am Fellowship and Coffee Hour

10:00 am Sunday School

Wednesday, December 10, 2025
6:00 pm Confirmation
6:30 pm Worship w/Comm., Chapel

Sunday. December 14, 2025 3rd Sun. /Advent
9:00 am Worship w/Communion & Youth Program

10:00 am Fellowship and Coffee Hour

10:00 am Sunday School

Wednesday, December 17, 2025
6:00 pm Confirmation
6:30 pm Worship w/Comm., Chapel

Sunday, December 21, 2025 4th Sun. /Advent
9:00 am Worship w/Comm. & Christmas Musical

10:00 am Fellowship and Coffee Hour

10:00 am Sunday School

Wednesday, December 24, 2025 Christmas Eve.
4:00 pm Candlelight Worship Service
6:00 pm Candlelight Worship Service

10:00 pm Candlelight Worship Service,

(Wear your PJs)

Sunday., December 28. 2025 Healing Service
9:00 am Worship w/Communion

10:00 am Fellowship and Coffee Hour

No Sunday School

Wednesday, December 31, 2025
No Wednesday Evening Activities
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Special Dates....

2nd Sunday of Advent - Dec. 7, 2025
3rd Sunday of Advent - Dec. 14, 2025
4th Sunday of Advent - Dec. 21, 2025
1st Day of Winter - December 21, 2025
Christmas Eve — December 24, 2025
Christmas Day — December 25, 2025
New Year's Eve — December 31, 2025

YOUTH

®
(kS
Sunday - December 1¢, 2025
9:00 ah

A

Program

Cable TV Broadcast Schedule

Cable TV broadcast worship services from the prior
week. There is a Lutheran broadcast every day of the
week at 11am except Saturday! These services are
broadcast at 11am on Community Access Cable TV:
Channel 7 Mediacom and Channel 13 Nuvera.

Weekly Rotation for Cable TV Broadcasts:
Sun.11am: Lfd./ELCA Coop Worship: previous Sunday

Mon.11am: Lfd./ELCA Coop Worship: previous week
Tue.11am: Worship w/First Lutheran, Litchfield
Wed.11am: Lfd./ ELCA Coop Worship: Sunday

Wed. 8pm: Lfd./ ELCA Coop Worship: Sunday
Thur.11am: Worship w/Trinity Lutheran, Grove City
Thur.3 pm: Worship w/First Lutheran, Litchfield
Fri.11am: Worship w/Zion Lutheran, Litchfield

sk DATE CHANGE  **++* =
MOVIE NICHT :
Saturday, December 13, 2025 -
5:00 p.m. u

Holy Word Theater, FLC =

Movie: TBD.... &

Please join us for a good movie and popcorn. :::
Please bring your own beverage. E:f



WE LCA (Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America)

WELCA MEETING NOVEMBER 20, 2025

WELCA met in the Chilstrom Hall on November 20, 2025, with Betty Allen calling the meeting to
order. The Purpose Statement was recited and devotions were given by Betty.

The business meeting was paused so we could hear from our speaker, Rochelle Brummond, from
Meeker Area Ministries.

MAM is currently working to repair a shelter across from the post office for additional space.
UCAP also pays for a shelter to house extra individuals/families. There are two efficiency
apartments that are in the MAM office building. The clients are allowed to stay in the apartments
for up to 18 months as they transition out of the program. They pay a percentage of their income for
rent to remain in the apartment. In the winter, MAM will buy passes for individuals to obtain a
shower at a local motel. They purchase 10 passes for $25. They work with the used clothing stores
and give vouchers for clients to get a warm coat and/or hats and gloves. There is a huge need for
services, especially in the winter, so clients don’t have to sleep in their cars. Vouchers are also
given during extremely cold weather to spend a night in a motel. Donations are always welcomed
for MAM.

The secretary’s report was printed and Marilyn Swanson made a motion to accept the minutes with a
second by Kris Nelson. Motion carried.

The treasurer’s report was printed and a motion to approve was tabled until the next meeting as the
treasurer was absent.

Old Business: The new refrigerator/ freezer was delivered. It serves a dual purpose. For example,
for “Tis the Season it will be set as a freezer. For the Lucia Breakfast it will be set as a refrigerator.
It will always be set as either a freezer or a refrigeration, NOT both. The cost of the refrigerator/
freezer was $830.49

New Business: A motion was made by Sue Lemmer to donate $300 to MAM for their discretionary
funds. A second was made by Dianne Thorpe. Motion carried.
Volunteers are needed to chair/co-chair monthly serving groups. Contact Betty for information.

HELP: We are still seeking a second volunteer to wash the linens (tablecloths) as needed.

Dates to Remember: ‘Tis the Season, Dec. 7" — 6 pm. Chilstrom Hall

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED - Call Betty Allen- 320-221-0477
Lucia Breakfast, Dec. 13" — 6 am -- 9 am.
NO WELCA meeting in December and January

Thank you to Dee Bollin and Dianne Thorpe for serving. The Lord’s Prayer was recited

Respectively submitted, Sue Lemmer, Secretary

e »
4 ,1 Serving Chairs are needed for monthly serving groups.
# § Please let Betty Allen or the church office know
How You CanServe if you are interested in learning more. Thank you!
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Calendar
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Serving Group & Birthdays

DECEMBER 2025 SERVING
GROUP

Chairs:

Dorothy Euerle

Jeanette Erickson

Susan Lemmer

Vonnie Escen

Trina Driver

Becky Estrada

Steve Durkee

Keith & Sabrara Evenson

Mark & Jodi Elam

Richard & Peggy Farmer
Marlys Elam Robert & Judy Farmer
Troy & Julie Elam Sue Fenton
Nate & Meredith Elj Brian & Jodi Findley
Ralph & Gloria Elj Tama Fisher
Martin & Laure Engelke Josh & Anna Fluck

December Ushers
9:00 am

Bob Gilberts - C
Jim Cottington
Jim Sommerfeld
Steve LaVine

Abtar 7Guild

December
Karen Eberhard

)
® o fks
Z

LLS Senior Meals Menu - not available at

the time of print

DECEMBER 1
Adam Steichen
DECEMBER 2
Mason Rose
Zionna Schrader
DECEMBER 3
Alex Matheson
Carson Rose
Terek Stucky
DECEMBER 4
Cecile Hoyer
Jami Kraushaar
Tyler Larson
Ela Provencher
DECEMBER 5
DECEMBER &
Benjamin Driver
Jason Langmo
Janet Wagoner
DECEMBER 7
Emersyn Lease
Brityn Miller
Daniel Prahl
DECEMBER 8
Chad Beavers
DECEMBER 9
Kristine Keller

DECEMBER 10
Jennifer Blomberg
Ryan Holmgren
Carly Rose
Derek Schreiber
DECEMBER 11
Kyla Mahlow
Rick Nelson

Joan Sommerfeld
DECEMBER 12
Cheryl Linder
Samantha Oslund
Chad Zeppelin
DECEMBER 13
Jerry Biemmann
William Dalan [l
Ryan MNelson
Irene Schwartz
DECEMBER 14
Alan Boll

Freya Kleinschmidt
Michael Langmo
DECEMBER 15
Anna Fluck

Leo Larson

Lisa Provencher
Micah Schilla

DECEMBER 16
Lucille Blomberg
Gordon Johnson
Douglas Lee
Addison Lokken
Jerry Urdanhl
DECEMBER 17
Hannah Fischbach
Kaisyn Miller
Raigan Miller
Michael Oslund
Pamela Radunz
Carson Rose
DECEMBER 18
Kayden DeWaolf
Haydon Grotto
Sara Prochaska
DECEMBER 19
Carson Cervin
Elliot Fluck

Todd Kuechle
Eric Steenrod
Terry Steenrod
DECEMBER 20
April Anderson
Doris Curtis
Liam Kraushaar
Taylor Lease
Ruby Radunz Voss
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DECEMBER 21
Carrie Asmus
Ashley Peterson
DECEMBER 22
Crystal Bailey
Douglas Fisher
Brent Hannan
Alyssa Thompson
Emma Ziehl-
Kleinschmidt
DECEMBER 23
Mathaniel Nelson
DECEMBER 24
George Baldwin
DECEMBER 25
Christine Larson
DECEMBER 26
Anika J. Bredeson
Sherry Burdick
Darlene Kotelnicki
Jacqueline Laidlaw
Alice Harding
Gary Smith
DECEMBER 27
Austin Carlson
Haolly Cottington
Scott Quast
Glenn Rueckert

DECEMBER 28
Kyndra Beavers
Todd Gabrielson
Jessica Konietzko
Jeremy Lewerenz
Sara Groskreutz
Matthew Paulson
DECEMBER 29
Tracy Gabrielson
Kim Holmes
Venita McComick
Bryanna St. Pierre
Delos Steinhaus
DECEMBER 30
Corey Cervin

Kole Kraushaar
DECEMEER 31
Stefany Butler
Rev. Gary Cumings
Matthew Draeger
Karly Melson
Charles Lindstrom
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FUNERALS AT FIRST LUTHERAN 128
Carolyn Christensen

November 28, 2025

Please keep her family
and friends in your prayers.

<, Nowmay . o
the Lord of peace This baptism is the start to a wonderful

: . and long lasting faith.
g’e”;’?g gaut)eaélélottibmes Congratulations on this milestonell

e way. Baptized: Sunday, November 16, 2025

. Brantley Bernard Isaacson
fhe [ordbe withallof you. Parents: Derek and Charisse Isaacson

2Thessal 316, NIV i i
R Sponsors: Patrick and Jessica Ecklund

Christmas Memorials 2025

Given by:

In memory and/or in honor of:

General Fund $
Blessing Box $

Please return your memorial and this form to the church office no later than:
Wednesday, December 17, 2025. Thank you!
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Memorials & Gifts & Thanks

A Gift was given to the Quilter’s fund in memory of her sister, Elvern Mickle, from Marlys Elam.

Gifts were given to the General fund in memory of Aldeen Kadelbach, Doris Birkemeyer, Everett
Hantge, and Dean Johnson, Shirley Lekander’s brother, from Jean Wieland.

A Gift was given to the General fund in memory of Dorothy Lundin’s uncle and godfather from
John and Shirley Lekander.

Gifts were given to the Blessing Table in memory of Aldeen Kadelbach from Dianne Thorp, and
Steve and Jackie Kraushaar.

A Gift was given to the Blessing Table in memory of Dean Johnson, Shirley Lekander’s brother,
from Steve and Jackie Kraushaar.

Gifts were given to the Quilters in memory of Doris Birkemeyer from Jim and Elaine Lenhard, and
Steve and Jackie Kraushaar.

Gifts were given to the Quilters and WELCA in memory of Doris Birkemeyer from, Doris’s sister,
Ruth Johnson.

A Gift was given to the General fund in memory of Reuben Hoyer from Lisa Hoyer.
A Gift was given to the General fund in memory of Aldeen Kadelbach from his family.

Gifts were given to the General fund and Blessing Box in honor of John Lekander’s birthday from
Jerry and Lana Johnson, Dan and Brenda Johnson, and Paul and Sue Lemmer.

Special Thanks
Thank you so much for the many volunteers that helped serve during October! You all make a
difference! Laurie and Jo

Thank you to the Litchfield Women’s Study Club for donating to the Blessing Box.

GRACE
Is something that you don’t deserve, but that you get for free. It is the greatest gift of all.

A GOD OF GRACE
Is not a God that looks for opportunities to condemn people who have sinned.
Rather, a God of grace offers salvation for sinners. Better than Santa Claus isn’t it?

Exerpts from Ann Boaden

The New Melleray Abbey, outside of Dubuque, lowa, is a community of Trappist monks who devote their days
to prayer, work and contemplation. They practice economy of speech. They welcome guests asking that they
respect the practice of restrained speech.

THE VALUE OF SILENCE

We live in a blur of noise, of sounds and words clamoring for our attention. Scrolling and keying and toggling
constantly, we lose the ability to focus on any one thing. We exhaust ourselves. Silence becomes an essential
healer. We need silence. But silence isn’t about just eliminating sound. It’s not a negation, but a powerful,
positive force. It’s about breathing in stillness, clearing out our mental clutter, focusing on one detail at a time,
discovering what the world really looks like when we really look. (and listen, smell, taste and touch). It’s about
quieting our hearts but at the same time, it’s about participating in a community of linked selves. Ultimately,
it’s about making space for God-or listening intentionally and fully for God.

Use Psalm 139, as we listen for God’s presence: “You have searched me, Lord, and you know me. ....”

Make more time for silence in your own life, to listen more fully, observe more carefully and thank more
intentionally. 10



Churchwide

Be still, Receive God’s Love, Embrace
? God’s Word, Welcome the Day.
(=

B.R.E.W.
Q—32)

meets every Tuesday morning at
7:30 a.m. with Pastor Tom
\VomériELCA =2
NO WELCA Meetings
For December 2025
& January 2026

BRAIN INJURY SUPPORT GROUP:

AEE AT AT AT AT AT X

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR MEN AND WOMEN
IN THE MILITARY:

*Our members known to be in the military are:

Staff Sgt. US Army, Zachary Olimb, Fort Riley, Kansas,
grandson of Lil Madson;

Master Sst. Austin Kleinschmidt, 934" Airwing,
Minneapolis, son of Kipp and Lynette Kleinschmidet;
Staff Sgt. Matthew Wiechmann, stationed at Fort Drum,
NY; son of Virgil and Jamie Wiechmann;

Raigan Miller, Basic Training, daughter of Andy and
Sara Miller, granddaughter of Carol Dragt

Welcome Home! to those of you who now have returned to
the States. Thank you all for your service

*Please let the office know if titles, locations, and/or
addresses have changed for any of the above.

HEALING TOGETHER

Living with a brain injury can feel
overwhelming, but you don’t have to
face it alone.

Wednesdays

1 pm-3pm

First Lutheran Church

703 Sibley Ave. S. Litchfield, MN 55355

If you're interested in joining or have questions,
Please reach out:

Martin Engelke -President, Peaces of Mind

Findpeacesofmindegmail.com
Peaces of Mind, a 501(c)(3)/LLC

Please keep our shut-in members in your nn’-
prayers, PN
Lois Rusch, Meeker Manor

Jutta Goodrich, Litchfield, in own home

Gordon “Bud” Johnson, Richard Allen,

VA HealthCare, St. Cloud

Elois Johnson, Hilltop Health Center, Watkins

\ 1st & grd

. Thursdays
ef 12:30 pm
Conference
Room

Sh
J

Missing Pie Pan..

If you accidently brought a metal scalloped
style pie pan home from the Meeker County
Fair - Food Stand, please return it to the
church office. It has great sentimental value.
Thank you!!

FIRsT NEWS is a monthly publication of:

Save your greeting cards!

They can be recycled! They will take the whole
card or you can cut off the signed names, if you
wish. I will drop them off at the Senior Center in
Hutchinson. No Christmas Cards please.

Thank you! Elaine Lenhard

First Evangelical Lutheran Church,
703 S. Sibley Ave. Litchfield, MN 55355
Please send submissions to: The Church Office by December 15th
For the NEXT ISSUE: January 2026
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FIRst NEws

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
703 South Sibley Avenue ¢ Litchfield, MN 55355

Address Service Requested

A DECEMBER

Ministry Staff:

Rev. Tom Evenson, Senior Pastor
firstsr@firstlitchfield.org

Rev. Micheal Buller, Associate Pastor
firstap@firstlitchfield.org

Heidi Thoma, Education Coordinator
christian.ed@firstlitchfield.org

Judy Berglund, Office Manager
firstoffice@firstlitchfield.org

Sara Rick, Bookkeeper
firsttr@firstlitchfield.org

Carol Heath, Financial Secretary
firsttr@firstlitchfield.org

Carol Dragt, Director of Music
firstmusic@firstlitchfield.org

Katie Hulterstrum, Choir Co-Director
Joan Anderson, Choir Co-Director
Jodi Findley, Organist

Kipp Kleinschmidt, Media Director
firstmedia@firstlitchfield.org

Scott Nelson, Custodian

Joel Ramthun, Custodian

First Lutheran Church Office: 320-693-2487

LIKE us on Facebook/ Follow us on Youtube!

i <

Come Celebrate

Saint Lucia Breakfast
First Lutheran Church
Litchfield, MN

December 13, 2025
6:00 - 9:00 A.M.

Traditional Swedish Breakfast with the option of scrambled eggs

Children 6-10 years $5.00
5 and under eat free
Tickets are available at First Lutheran
Church Office and at the door of the event

Non Profit
Organization
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
Permit NO. 1
Litchfield, MN
55355

The 72" Annual

Suggested Donations
Adults $10.00
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