
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 FirsÀ News 

A monthly publication for the 

members and friends of First 

Evangelical Lutheran Church  
 

November 2025  

November 2025         Moment with Michael    Our mission:  First  
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church exists to  
welcome people to faith  
in Jesus Christ;  
equip persons with a faith 
that works in real life; and  
send us in service into the 
world in Jesusô name. 

ñI tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the 
other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble 
themselves will be exalted.ò Luke 18:14 
 
True humility doesnôt come naturally. I believe it grows out of honest  
self-reflection, the kind that deepens as we learn to depend on Christ,  
instead of our own accomplishments. 
 

To show us what this looks like, Jesus tells a story about two people who 
come to the Temple to pray: a Pharisee and a tax collector. 
 

ñThe Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying this, óGod, I thank you that 
I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax 
collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.ôò 
 

Meanwhile, ñthe tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to 
heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, óGod, be merciful to me, a 
sinner!ôò 
 

Two people, both praying to the same God, yet offering prayers from  
 radically different places. But notice, Jesus does not condemn the Pharisee. 
His dedication to a life of faith is admirable, and many of the things he does 
are indeed good. However, somewhere along the way, he started believing 
his good deeds make him better than others. 
 

As he prays, he says things like, ñI thank you that I am not like other  
peopleéò, ñI fasté, I giveéò. These words make it abundantly clear; this 
Pharisee believes that what he does makes him better than others. This lack 
of humility is the bi-product of dishonest self-reflection, selectively holding 
onto only the positives, while refraining from admitting personal flaws. 
 

Jesus reminds us that righteousness isnôt earned; itôs received. Itôs not  
defined by the things weôve done or avoided doing, rather we are defined by 
what Christ has done for us. 
 

So, the question for us becomes: can we trust that grace is enough? Are  
we able to admit, and accept, our limits? Our mistakes? And, our need for  
mercy? Not to wallow in self-pity, but to live in the freedom gained in 
Christ Jesus. 
 

When we do, we step into a new kind of life: one not built on pride or  
performance, but one built on adoption and belonging. For as Jesus says, 
ñAll who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves 
will be exalted.ò 
 

And thatôs the kind of humility our world could use a little more of right 

now. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Monday - Thursday: 
8 AM - 4:30 PM 

Friday: 8 AM - 12 PM 
 

320-693-2487 
 

Email:  
firstoffice@firstlitchfield.org 

 

WEBSITE: 
www.firstlitchfield.org 

Dear Lord,  

guide me today  

in all I do and say.  

Let Your will be clear  

and my heart open  

to Your guidance.  

Help me to  

face each task with  

wisdom,  

kindness,  

and strength.  

May my actions reflect 

Your love and grace,  

from dawn till dusk. 

Amen. 
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ñGODôS WORK. 
 OUR HANDS.ò 

=PRESIDENT:  
Karla Hyberger  
VICE PRESIDENT:  
Karla Kadelbach 
SECRETARY:  
Mattie Baumgartner  
TREASURER: 
Jim Cottington  
 
 

Team Representatives: 
 

Christian Education/  
Youth & Family:  
Abby Hemmingway  
Amy Nelson  
Sabrara Evenson 
Karla Hyberger  
Alexis Engelke 
 

Stewardship & Finance:       
Karla Kadelbach 
Jim Cottington  
Julie Bredeson 
 

Social Ministry/
Evangelism:  
Meredith Elj  
Abby Hemingway  
Sabrara Evenson 
Betty Allen  
Karla Kadelbach 
Karla Hyberger  
 

Endowment/Memorials:  
Julie Bredeson 
Jim Cottington  
 

Property:  
Mattie Baumgartner  
Tanner Eberling 
Betty Allen  
 

Worship:  
Meredith Elj  
Amy Nelson  
Alexis Engelke 
 

Personnel: 
Karla Hyberger  
Tanner Eberling 
 

MST:  
Karla Kadelbach 
Sabrara Evenson 
Tanner Eberling 

Church Council                       

Council minutes from October 21, 2025 
 

FLC exists to Welcome people to faith in Jesus Christ; Equip persons with a faith that 
works in real life; and send us in service into the world in Jesusô name. 
 

Council Membership: 

2026: Karla Kadelbach, Amy Nelson, Abby Hemingway, Mattie Baumgartner 

2027: Betty Allen, Tanner Eberling, Sabrara Evenson, Karla Hyberger 

2028: Jim Cottington Julie Bredeson, Alexis Engelke, Meredith Elj 
 

Secretary Report: read 

Treasurer Report: read 
 

Pastorsô Reports:  
Pastor Tom: Form available with Judy for needs of coat and hat distribution, new  
member orientation was a wonderful gathering of faith and information, attending SAM 
(Synodical Authorized Minister) by working with a lay leader trained 
 

Pastor Michael: Youth-let worship, completed confirmation full membership guidelines, 
attended SW MN Synodôs Theological conference, MST International garage sale a  
success 
 

Team Reports: 
Property: cleaning went well, addressed lighting in the sanctuary, budget analysis,  

cables 
 

Social Ministry: discussed St Lucia breakfast, Tis the season, Fall Luncheon, new  

member brunch 
 

Christian Ed: discussion on Wednesday night Sunday school, Christmas program 
 

Old business: Christmas themed beer and hymns set for Sunday Nov 23 from 4-7 at 

Manannah Hilltop; Community Thanksgiving dinner, new member discussion, contact 

nominating committee, discussion on budges being considered thoughtful and concisely. 

Budgets due December 1st. 
 

New business: tabled discussion on Living Lutheran subscriptions, discussed enrollment 

for Pastor benefit packages 
 

Prayer requests 
 

Adjourned 
 

Submitted by: 
 

Karla Hyberger, President 

NOTE: Minutes are unofficial until approved at the next church council meeting. 
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   General Fund:                   
  Total Income for Sept., 2025:   $42,016.99 
  Less total Expenses for Sept., 2025:  $44,933.61 
   

Year to Date: 

Income as of Sept., 2025:         $304,188.76 
Expenses as of Sept., 2025:     $352,419.03 
 

Finance 

Our GLOBAL MISSIONS offering for the month of October is: ELCA World Hunger  
CLIPBOARD MISSIONS: this opportunity is found in the narthex,  
there are three clipboards to sign up on.  
The suggested offering to support these missions is $40. 
 

World Missions: Rev. Aaron Fuller and Kelly Schumacher Fuller  

MAM: Meeker Area Ministries (includes emergency housing) 

Roblealto: Costa Rica Bible Home 

 

 

 

Lord, we pray for the members of our congregation. Bless the work of their hands, prosper their businesses, provide 

employment for those seeking jobs, and meet the financial needs of every family. Teach us all to be faithful stewards 

of what You have given us, to give cheerfully and sacrificially, knowing that we are sowing into Your kingdom. 
 

Lord, we also pray for connections and partnerships that will bring financial blessings to our church. Send people 

with a heart to give, donors who will support our missions, and opportunities that will bring financial increase.  

Let our church be a beacon of light, not only spiritually but also in financial integrity and generosity. 

Bratislava International Church Community (BIC) 
 

Excerpt: from Pastor Aaronôs quarterly report: 
 

It is not lost on me or those that attend BIC of the sacredness of our 
gathering. So many of our gatherings, including the church, seem to be about unquestioned  
loyalty, a sameness of beliefs,   and familiarity with specific behaviors and practices. With the rise 
of hate-filled ideologies and extremism, I can understand this need yet at the same time: What do 
we miss out on when we equate unity with a worship of someone? BIC is a place where people can 
gather safely in body, mind, and spirt and experience a kind of unity we donôt find in the world 
right now.  That unity isnôt in our shared doctrine or theology, in a cultural or ethnic identity, or a 
set of political and social agendas. On a practical level, our unity is in the need and desire to  
communicate in English. On a spiritual level, it is the belief that Jesus Christ welcomes all,  
sinners, saints, and everyone in between, so that we can grow in faith and love together.  
Gathering in is this way, even with our many differences, is for us a gift! 
 

More news from BIC: 
 

Newly elected secretary of ELCA, Rev. Lucille "CeCee" Mills, was a colleague of Pastor Aaron's 
where they served in the Virginia Synod together. Rev Mills was the interim where Pastor Aaron 
served his first call.  
 

The Bratislava International Church was instituted as a response to the need for an English-
language worship  community for English teachers in Bratislava, sent by the ELCA. In the early 
90s the Evanjelick® LĨceum was the first school to offer bilingual-level English to Slovak         
students. To this day it draws students from all over Slovakia and our church is the home to their 
American and Canadian English teachers. The church continues to be an epicenter of sorts for the 
program. Throughout the years the Pastors of BIC have served the teachers across Slovakia and 
Poland and have often been teachers at the LĨceum in Bratislava. 

http://www.evlyceum.sk/
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Churchwide 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Doris Birkemeyer 
October 11, 2025 

Johnson Haggland Funeral Home 
 

Aldeen Kadelbach 

October 17, 2025 
 

Delphine Kelly 

October 22, 2025 
Johnson Haggland Funeral Home 

Please keep their families and 
friends in your prayers. 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD          

GIFT BOX!! 

Please Take a Plastic Box from the table in the 

Narthex. Fill it up according to the pamphlet  

instructions inside the box. 

Drop off the box by Sunday, November 23, 2025. 

I will deliver them to the collection site on  

Nov. 24th. Shoeboxes full of Christmas gifts will 

be shipped to children in need to countries all 

over the world. 

Thank you, Julie Bredeson 

 

Rev. Mark & Vicki Rath Brad & Harriette Connor 

Welcome to our new members!  
Weõre so glad youõve joined our FLC family. 
May you feel Godõs love and friendship  

in this community of faith. 
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Taken from excerpts of Dr Rose Hart: 

The Oils of the Bible 
 

It is possible that the value of frankincense and myrrh oils exceeded the value of gold. Myrrh oil is mentioned 156 
times in the Bible, used as a skin treatment, incense, embalming fluid and holy anointing oil. Ancient botanical 
preparations used crude distillation methods to produce impure healing oils. Cedarwood oil was used in ritual 
cleansing of leprosy and other skin disorders. Spikenard Oil is called Nard Oil and was used in the cleansing of   
Jesusôs feet by Mary and applied to Jesus at burial. It supposedly smells like lavender. Hyssop oil is used for    
cleaning the body and the home. Cassia Oil is supposedly one of the first distilled oils. Sandalwood oil is the oil of 
happiness. Sandalwood oil is alluded to as ñaloesò. Cypress oil represents power, safety and wealth. Noahôs Ark is 
assumed to be built out of cypress wood (gopher wood).  Galbanum oil is used in incense; regulating emotions. 
Rose of Sharon oil is really a hibiscus or tulip (not a rose). Calamus oil, referred to as ñsweet caneò, is an old plant 
that may be the origin of lemongrass. Onycha oil was only used in a recipe of mixing with other oil. It was very 
heavy and thick. It has a vanilla like scent. Essential oils are referred in the Bible as fragrances, ointments and 
sweet savors. The number of times essential oils found mentioned in the Bible is around 600. 
                     Submitted by: Karla, President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Frankincense Oil Myrrh Oil Cinnamon Oil Cedarwood Oil 

Spikenard Oil Hyssop Oil Cassia Oil Sandalwood Oil 

Cypress Oil Galbanum Oil Rose of Sharon Oil Calamus Oil 

Boswell Fir Oil Myrtle Oil Onycha Oil  

Churchwide 
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           Free Community Thanksgiving Dinner  
Thursday, November 27, 2025 

11:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Chilstrom Hall 
 

Open to any and all people!  
Turkey, mashed potatoes, sides and pie! 

NčĢĩÞØ Ñļ ĩñÞ YčćÞĢ GÅĆóāļ 
 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church, Litchfield 
703 South Sibley Avenue, Litchfield 

 
 
 

Churchwide 

                
 

      t!¸ L¢ Chw²!w5 
 

²ƘŜƴ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ wȅŀƴ IȅŘŜ  
ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ōƻƻƪΣ  
ǎƘŜ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ƳŀƴȅΣ 

Ƴŀƴȅ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ  
ǳƴǎŜƭŬǎƘƭȅ ƎƛǾƛƴƎΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŜǊŀ  
ƻŦ ǇƻƭŀǊƛȊŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴ ƻƭŘŜǊ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŜƭƻŘǊŀƳŀ άtǳǊŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 5ǊƛǾŜƴ {ƴƻǿΣ .ǳǘ  
hƘ Iƻǿ {ƘŜ 5ǊƛƊŜŘέ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄŜǊǘŜŘ ŀ 
ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƛƴƅǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  L Řƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǿŜ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘŜŘΦ 
 

¢ƻŘŀȅΣ L ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƳŜ ƛƴ ŀŎǝǾŜƭȅ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ  
ǘƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ǊŀƴŘƻƳ ŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ - ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 
ǊŜǇŜŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀŎǝƻƴǎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊΦ   
 

9ƴƻǳƎƘ ŀƴƎǊȅ ōƛŎƪŜǊƛƴƎΗ 
 

{ǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ōȅ WŜǊǊȅ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ 

TURKEY BINGO!  
Fundraiser for the LAMP  
Kinship Mentoring Program 

 

Friday  
November 21, 2025 

 

Doors open at 5:00,  

Bingo starts at 6:00.  

Eagles Club, Litchfield. 
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November 2025 Worship Schedule 
 

 

Sunday, November 2, 2025  
  9:00 am Worship w/Communion 
10:00 am Fellowship and Coffee Hour 
10:00 am Sunday School  
 
Wednesday, November 5, 2025  
  6:00 pm Confirmation  
  6:30 pm Worship w/Comm., Chapel 
 
Sunday, November 9, 2025  
  9:00 am Worship w/Communion 
10:00 am Fellowship and Coffee Hour 
10:00 am Sunday School  
 
Wednesday, November 12, 2025  
  6:00 pm Confirmation  
  6:30 pm Worship w/Comm., Chapel 
 
Sunday, November 16, 2025  
  9:00 am Worship w/Communion 
10:00 am Fellowship and Coffee Hour 
10:00 am Sunday School  
 
Wednesday, November 19, 2025 
  6:00 pm Confirmation  
  6:30 pm Worship w/Comm., Chapel 
 
Sunday, November 23, 2025 
  9:00 am Worship w/Communion  
10:00 am Fellowship and Coffee Hour 
10:00 am Sunday School  
 
Wednesday, November 24, 2025 
No Wednesday Evening Activities 
6:30 pm Thanksgiving Eve. Worship - Zion  
 
Sunday, November 30, 2025  1st  Sun. of Advent 
  9:00 am Worship w/Communion  
10:00 am Fellowship and Coffee Hour 
10:00 am Sunday School  

 

     

      MOVIE  N IGHT    

Saturday, November 15, 2025  

 5:00 p.m.  

Holy Word Theater, FLC  

Movie: TBD¦. 

tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƳƻǾƛŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǇŎƻǊƴΦ 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜΦ 

Cable TV Broadcast Schedule 
Cable TV broadcast worship services from the prior 
week. There is a Lutheran broadcast every day of the 
week at 11am except Saturday! These services are  
broadcast at 11am on Community Access Cable TV:  
Channel 7 Mediacom and Channel 13 Nuvera.  

Churchwide 

Special Dates for November 2025 
 

¶ All Saintsõ Day, November 1, 2025 

¶ Daylight saving time ends, November 2, 2025 

¶ Veterans Day, November 11, 2025 

¶ Christ the King Sunday, November 23, 2025 

¶ Thanksgiving Day, November 27, 2025 

¶ First Sunday of Advent, November 30, 2025 

Weekly Rotation for Cable TV Broadcasts: 
Sun.11am: Lfd./ELCA Coop Worship: previous Sunday 
Mon.11am: Lfd./ELCA Coop Worship: previous week 
Tue.11am: Worship w/First Lutheran, Litchfield 
Wed.11am: Lfd./ ELCA Coop Worship: Sunday 
Wed. 8pm: Lfd./ ELCA Coop Worship: Sunday 
Thur.11am: Worship w/Trinity Lutheran, Grove City 
Thur.3 pm: Worship w/First Lutheran, Litchfield 
Fri.11am: Worship w/Zion Lutheran, Litchfield 
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Churchwide 
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November Calendar 

Michelle Herzog
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https://firstlitchfield-my.sharepoint.com/personal/firstoffice_firstlitchfield_org/Documents/Documents/Newsletter/Newsletter/Calendar/2025-Monthly-Calendar.docx#December_2025#December_2025
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Serving Group & Birthdays 

 

 
 
 
 
November 

 

Meredith Elj 

 

November Ushers 
9:00 am 

 

Mark Bredeson- C 
Keith Evenson 
Andrew Miller 
Richard Farmer 
 

NOVEMBER 2025 SERVING 
GROUP 

Chairs 

Chuck & Karen Eberhard 

Corey & Kris Cervin 

Gary & Kathy Cervin 

Martha Christensen & Jon Nelson 

Tait Christensen 

Carolyn Christensen 

Clinton & Shelly Christians 

Jim & Holly Cottington 

Wendy Danzeisen 

Ali and Steven LaVine 

LaVerne Decker 

Ernest & Jackie Defries 

Jenny Defries 

Steve & Julie Dengerud 

Douglas & Mary Desens 

Brad & Krista DeWolf 

Charles & Alison DeWolf 

Will & Kim Dolan 

Mike & Dawn  Doty 
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Senior Dining Menu 
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WELCA (Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America) 

WELCA MEETING OCTOBER 16, 2025 
 

WELCA met in the Chilstrom Hall on October 16, 2025, with Betty Allen calling the meeting to  
order.  The Purpose Statement was recited and devotions were given by Jackie Kraushaar. 
 

The secretaryôs report was printed and Karen Eberhard made a motion to accept the minutes with a 
second by Lana Johnson.  Motion carried. 
 

The treasurerôs report was printed and Jackie Kraushaar made a motion to accept the report with a 
second by Norma Hall. 
 

Old Business:  Karen Eberhard ordered school bags for next year.  The original cost was approved 
for the purchase, but after getting a sample bag, she felt that the strings were too thin and the sewing 
was poorly done.  She researched other places to order bags and the sample that was ordered and   
received was of a much higher quality, even though each bag was more expensive.  Lana Johnson 
made a motion to approve the extra expense and reimburse Karen for the entire cost.  Motion was 
seconded by Sue Lemmer.  Motion carried, 
 

Sue Lemmer purchased two high chairs for WELCA.  They are arrived and were assembled and 
ready to use. 
 

New Business: óTis the Season is Dec. 7th at First Lutheran.  The Bell Choir from First and the Zion 
Band will provide the music.  Volunteers are needed to set tables.  Let Betty Allen know if you are 
willing to set a table or two! 
 

Co-chairs are calling for Lucia workers.  Please return their calls to help!! Thank you! 
 

HELP:  We seeking a second volunteer to wash the Linens (tablecloths) as needed. 
 

Dates to Remember:    WELCA meeting, Nov. 20th ï 1:30 pm. 
        CHRISTMAS DECORATING, Nov. 23rd ï 1 pm.  All are welcome to help! 

 Beer & Hymns, Nov. 23rd ï 4 pm. Manannah Bar 
 óTis the Season, Dec. 7th ï 6 pm. Chilstrom Hall 
  Lucia Breakfast, Dec. 13th ï 6 am. 
 

Thank you to Norma Hall and Marilyn Swanson for serving.  Serving next month will be Dee Bollin 
and Dianne Thorp.  We rolled bandages for our project. 

 

The Lordôs Prayer and Table Prayer were recited. 
 

Respectively submitted, 
 

Sue Lemmer, Secretary 
Volunteer to  

Decorate A Table  
for  

Tisõ the Season. 
Sunday evening,  
December 7th. 

Contact Betty Allen 
if interested. 
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Gifts were given to the General fund, Quilting & Blessing Box in memory of Idell Kadelbach from Faye Kjolsing, 
Valda Thomas, John and Shirley Lekander, Duane and Darlene Henkelman, Dennis and Renee Gartner, Jean     
Wieland, Mark and Judy Hulterstrum, John and Jo Carlson, Steve and Jackie Kraushaar, Corey and Kris Cervin, 
Chuck and Karen Eberhard, Jerry and Betty Urdahl, and Lil Madson. 
 

A Gift was given to the General fund in memory of Idell Kadelbach from Aldeen Kadelbach & family. 
 

A Gift was given to the General fund in honor of Aldeen & Idell Kadelbachôs 75th Anniversary from Chuck and    
Karen Eberhard. 
 

Gifts have been given to the General fund and Blessing Table in memory of Aldeen Kadelbach from Katherine 
Hantge, Paul and Sue Lemmer, Richard and Betty Allan, Darlene Lundin, Diane Thorp, Steve and Jackie Kraushaar, 
David and Darlene Meidal, Chuck and Karen Eberhard, Jerry and Betty Urdahl, Pastor Tom and Kim Evenson,    
Charlie and Jo Ann Lindstrom, Don and Mary Hokanson, Mark and Judy Hulterstrum, Gary and Janet Smith, John 
and Betty Jo Carlson, Faye Kjolsing, Duane and Darlene Henkelman, Douglas and Benita Rueckert, Stephen  
and Pamela Vandegriff, Russel and Shirley Kronbeck, Jerry and Lana Johnson, and Ron and Barb Piepenburg. 
 

A Gift was given to the General fund in memory of Aldeen and Idell Kadelbach from Mark and Julie Bredeson.  
 

Gifts were given to the General fund in memory of Dean Johnson, Shirley Lekanderôs brother, from Gary and Janet 
Smith, Marlys Elam, Katherine Hantge, Kirk and Dorothy Lundin, Paul and Sue Lemmer, David and Darlene Meidal, 
Katherine Hantge, Sharon Johnson, Dan and Brenda Johnson, Ken and Carol Schoutz, and Kevin and Diane  
Quisberry. 
 

Gifts were given to the General fund and Quilters in memory of Doris Birkemeyer from Katherine Hantge, Chuck 
and Karen Eberhard, Charlie and Jo Ann Lindstrom, and Darlene Lundin. 
 

A Gift was given to the General fund in memory of Jean Hoyer from Lisa Hoyer. 
 

A Gift was given to the General fund in memory of Everett Hantge from Jeanette Erickson. 
 

Gifts were given to the General fund in memory of Gordon Burdickôs sister from David and Darlene Meidal, and 
Gary and Janet Smith. 
 

A Gift was given to the General fund in memory of Marlys Martinson from the Martinson family. 
 

Gifts have been given to the General fund and Quilting in memory of Elvern Mickle, Marlys Elamôs sister, from 
John and Shirley Lekander, Bob and Norma Hall, and Jim and Elaine Lenhard 
 

A Gift was given to the General fund and the Blessing Box in memory of Scott Engfer from his brother, Scott and 
Elizabeth Engfer, and Chuck and Karen Eberhard, and Steve and Jackie Kraushaar. 
 

A Gift was given to the General fund in memory of Linda Mash, Dan Johnsonôs sister, from John and Shirley 
Lekander. 

 
 

The family of Idell Kadelbach would like to thank Pastor Tom for his comforting words and being part of the  
funeral service.  Thank you to Carol for music and to those who served lunch and volunteered to make cakes.     
Thank you to the congregation for the cards, flowers, and memorials that were given in memory in this difficult time. 
We are blessed for your prayers and comfort. Aldeen, Ralph, Ila, Karla and Fred 
 

A heartfelt Thank you to the church for allowing us to have Scott Engferôs funeral service here, for the ladies that 
made cakes/bars, and served the lunch. Thank you to Pastor Sarah for the beautiful service. Thank you to Carol for 
the music. Thank you to all whom gave money in honor of Scott to the General Fund, Blessing Box, and Meeker   
Area Ministries. We appreciate all your generosity and support during this difficult time in our lives.  
From Deb, Travis, Nikki, Brandon, Austin, Rod, and Liz Engfer. 
 

Thank you sincerely for sharing our sorrow. Your kindness is deeply appreciated and will always be remembered by 
our family.  The family of Scott Enger, Deb, Travis, Nicki, Austin, Brandon, and Rodney and Elizabeth 
 

To the Congregation of First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Litchfield, We, the family of Aldeen and Idell  
Kadelbach, extend our deepest gratitude for your profound kindness and support over the years. Our parents  
cherished being a part of your community, where their faith was deeply nourished. As they begin their new life with 
the Lord, we wanted to thank you for celebrating the days of remembrance with us. We are especially grateful for the 
volunteers who helped us grieve with both tears and laughter, truly serving as the hands and feet of Jesus Christ.  
We thank God for the wonderful people who make up this church. May God continue to richly bless you and First 
Evangelical Lutheran Church as you reach the community of Litchfield and the world with His message of peace, 
grace, and forgiveness.  With sincere appreciation, The Kadelbach Family 

 
 
 

Memorials & Gifts & Thanks 
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Churchwide 

 
 
 
 
 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Litchfield, 

Minnesota has encountered a mystery; one that shows  

no sign of a solution.  As several members have pondered 

this conundrum, only more questions have resulted. 

 

It all started when John Hulterstrum, chairman of the Endowment Committee, went to the Litchfield Center Bank to 

redeem the last two CDôs the church had on deposit there.  They were stored in a safety deposit box, and since there 

was nothing left in the box, John had decided to terminate our use of the service.  He turned the box over and tapped 

firmly to make sure there was nothing else hiding inside.  His eyes widened when an envelope fluttered out and  

settled on the floor.  The envelope appeared to be well aged. Written on the envelope was ñElmer + Donaldò and one 

more word that has not been deciphered.   
 

The envelope contained just one item - a five dollar bill.  This bill, however, did not look like any bill John had  

ever seen. It was bigger, the color was a darker shade of green, and the front and back had completely different  

designs.  Both Roman and Arabic numerals are used to identify the bill.  A man John did not recognize was pictured 

on the front side.  It is Andrew Jackson.  Also on the front side is a picture of a pioneer man and his wife.  The man is 

leaning on an ax and they are accompanied by a dog. Hence, this bill is called the ñWoodchopper bill.ò  The bill was 

issued in 1907.   
 

A review of church records could not identify Elmer and Donald.  There is no indication of how long the envelope 

may have been in the safety deposit box.  Since 1907, Center Bank is occupying its third location, and so the bill has 

apparently done some traveling. 
 

The Numista catalog values 1907 five dollar bills between $120 and $220.  The purchasing power of five dollars in 

1907 would require $172.33 in todayôs economy, testifying to the worth of Elmerôs and Donaldôs donation. 
 

John made a very entertaining discovery on his trip to the bank.  No decision has been made as to the future of the 

envelope and its contents.  

Anyone who is grieving the death of a loved one, spouse, child, grandchild,  

sibling, parent or friend, is invited to GriefShare support group in the conference 

room at First Lutheran, Litchfield.  

 

GriefShare meets at 12:30pm on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month. 

 

GriefShare is a Christian, nondenominational, 13-week series featuring biblical concepts to 

help with healing from grief after the death of a loved one. It includes a short video each 

week, with insights on coping with grief and moving forward towards healing.  

 

For more information,  
 

call the church office at 320-693 -2487, or Janet Smith at 320 -699 -0268  
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                                                                        Churchwide 

 

FirsÀ News is a monthly publication of: First Evangelical Lutheran Church,  

 703 S. Sibley Ave. Litchfield, MN 55355  

Please send submissions to: The Church Office by November 15th 

For the NEXT ISSUE: December 2025 

Email: firstoffice@firstlitchfield.org 

Be still, Receive Godôs Love, Embrace 
Godôs Word, Welcome the Day. 

B.R.E.W.  
meets every Tuesday morning at   
7:30 a.m. with Pastor Tom  

 

 

Please keep our shut -in members in your prayers,   
 

Lois Rusch, Meeker Manor  

Jutta Goodrich, Litchfield, in own home   
Gordon ñBudò Johnson, Richard Allen,  

VA HealthCare, St. Cloud 

Elois Johnson, Hilltop Health Center, Watkins 

M]´j ·~¯ª pªjj®r|p f]ªh«Ô  
They can be recycled!  They will take the whole 
card or you can cut off the signed names, if you 
wish. I will drop them off at the Senior Center in 
Hutchinson.  No Christmas Cards please.  
Thank you!  Elaine Lenhard 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR MEN AND WOMEN  

IN THE  MILITARY:   

*Our members known to be in the military are:  
 

Staff Sgt. US Army, Zachary Olimb, Fort Riley, Kansas, 
grandson of Lil Madson;  
Master Sgt. Austin Kleinschmidt,  934th Airwing,  
Minneapolis, son of Kipp and Lynette Kleinschmidt;        
Staff Sgt. Matthew Wiechmann, stationed at Fort Drum, 
NY;  son of Virgil and Jamie Wiechmann. 
Welcome Home! to those of you who now have returned to 
the States. Thank you all for your service  
*tƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǝǘƭŜǎΣ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘκƻǊ  
ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜΦ 

WELC A Meeting 
Thursday, November 20, 2025 

Chilstrom Hall 

In Need of PRAYER SHAWLS  
 

We are in need of more adult sized Prayer 

Shawls!  The need has been great and our  

closet is nearly empty!  If you have skills to knit, 

crochet, or make fleece blankets (knotted sides), 

we would greatly appreciate your donations.  
 

Please be sure they are at least 18 to 24 inches 

wide and about 60 inches long.  So appreciated!  

Thanks! 
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Ministry Staff: 
Rev. Tom Evenson, Senior Pastor 
    firstsr@firstlitchfield.org 
 

Rev. Micheal Buller, Associate Pastor 
    firstap@firstlitchfield.org 
      

Heidi Thoma, Education Coordinator 
     christian.ed@firstlitchfield.org 
  
Judy Berglund, Office Manager 
     firstoffice@firstlitchfield.org 
 

Sara Rick, Bookkeeper 
     firsttr@firstlitchfield.org 
 

Carol Heath, Financial Secretary                                                                                               
     firsttr@firstlitchfield.org 
 

Carol Dragt, Director of Music 
     firstmusic@firstlitchfield.org 
 

Katie Hulterstrum, Choir Co-Director 
 

Joan Anderson, Choir Co-Director 
 

Jodi Findley, Organist 
 

Kipp Kleinschmidt, Media Director 
      firstmedia@firstlitchfield.org 
 

Scott Nelson, Custodian 
 

Joel Ramthun, Custodian 
 

First Lutheran Church Office: 320-693-2487 
LIKE us on Facebook! Or Follow us on Youtube! 

 

Zion Lutheran Church of Litchfield 

Welcomes you to ELCA Co-op 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship  

Wednesday 

November 26th  

 6:30 pm 

 


