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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Mon. - Thur. 8 AM - 4:30 PM 

Fri. 8 AM - 12 PM 

 

320-693-2487 
 

Email: firstoffice@hutchtel.net 
 

WEBSITE: 

www.firstlitchfield.org 

Our mission:  First  

Evangelical Lutheran 

Church exists to  
 

welcome people to faith in 

Jesus Christ;  
 

 equip persons with a    

faith that works in real 

life; and  

send us in service  

 into the world in  

Jesus’ name. 

This year, February is a month of Epiphany. It is rare to be in Epiphany 
every Sunday of February but with Easter so late this year we get a 
chance to sit in Luke for much longer and hear about the great  
epiphany of our Lord. Why is this getting me all worked up? It is an  
opportunity to think about the importance of who Jesus is now and how 
the revealing of Jesus identity came to be. Jesus has been since the 
beginning as John’s gospel declares in the first chapter;   In the begin-
ning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came  
into being through him, and without him, not one thing came  
into being. 14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and 
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of 
grace and truth. Now to get to this point we need also to hear what 
Luke says and how Jesus is introduced. We hear the angels come to 
the shepherds at night and tell them about the baby born in a manger, 
Emmanuel, (God with us) and they go tell everyone what they  
witnessed. Then we hear after eight days had passed, it was time to  
circumcise the child at the temple a man named Simeon who was told 
he would not see death until he has seen the Lord’s messiah together 
with the Prophet Anna, declare the child is the messiah. Later at  
Jesus’s baptism, the sky is torn open, the spirit comes down like a dove 
and rests on him, and a voice from heaven declares to Jesus, you are 
my son. All this should be enough but there is more. The spirit leads  
Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil but in doing so, the 
devil reveals who Jesus truly is as the son of God, the Messiah. It goes 
on when Jesus himself reveals who his is when he turns water into wine 
at the wedding in Cana. Now just turning water into wine may not seem 
like an epiphany but because of how Mary introduces this story, we can 
claim this as another time we hear who Jesus is. We hear all this  
before February. As we enter into the next phases of Jesus life journey 
with us, let us look for the message Jesus has for us individually. What 
is God telling us through Jesus this year? Will we hear the words as 
prophetic calling of God? Will we act when called? Can we truly look at 
others through the eyes of Jesus and love them? This year, the month 
of love is giving us evidence we can hold onto in our time of  
discernment as we move with the Christ in a world filled with doubt and 
despair, bringing hope to all people. The epiphany of our Lord is a time 
for us to say, I get it, I believe it help me live it Lord. We are moving 
quickly towards Lent and Easter, ask God to move quickly in your life 
and fill you with the spirit that brings hope, joy and life for all people. 
February is the month of epiphany, praise God and give him all glory, 
Amen. Live in Peace and the God of Love and Peace will be with you! 
2nd Cor. 13:11.  Pastor Tom Evenson  
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Church Council                              

“GOD’S WORK. 
 OUR HANDS.” 

First Evangelical Lutheran 
     Church Council 2025 
 

PRESIDENT: 
Tanner Eberling 
 

VICE PRESIDENT: 
TBD 
 

SECRETARY:  
Mattie Baumgartner 

 

TREASURER: 
TBD 
 

Team Representatives: 

Christian Education/ 
     Youth & Family:  
Abby Hemmingway 
Amy Nelson 
Sabrara Evenson 
Karla Hyberger 
 

Stewardship & Finance:       
Karla Kadelbach 
 

Social Ministry/
Evangelism:  
Meredith Elj 
Abby Hemingway  
Amy Nelson   
Sabrara Evenson 
Betty Allen 
Karla Kadelbach 
Karla Hyberger 
 

Endowment/Memorial:  
Tanner Eberling 
 

Property: 
Mattie Baumgartner 
Tanner Eberling 
Betty Allen 
 

Worship: 
Meredith Elj 
Amy Nelson 
 

Personnel: 
Tanner Eberling 
 

MST: 
Karla Kadelbach 
Sabrara Evenson 
 

Church Council Minutes  
January 21, 2025 
 

Our Mission  
 

“FLC exists to Welcome people to faith in Jesus Christ; Equip persons with a faith 
that works in real life; and Send us in service into the world in Jesus’ name.”  
 

Council Membership:  
2025: Meredith Elj, Andy Miller, Mike Langmo, Corey Cervin  
2026: Karla Kadelbach, Amy Nelson, Abby Hemingway, Mattie Baumgartner  
2027: Betty Allen, Tanner Eberling, Sabrara Evenson, Karla Hyberger  
 

Meeting called to order by Tanner Eberling  
 

Absent: Andy Miller, Abby Hemingway, Mattie Baumgartner, Karla Hyberger  
Devotion by Corey Cervin  
 

Secretary’s Report: Motion to approve by Karla K. seconded by Betty Allen     
Approved  
 

Treasurer’s Report: Motion to approve by Corey C. seconded by Mike L. Approved  
 

Pastor’s Reports: The reports were submitted for the annual meeting booklet for all 
to read  
 

Team Reports:  
 

Evangelism/Social Ministry – No meeting  
 

Christian Education/Youth Team – Discussion on 1st communion and Family Day in 
February  
 

Church Property – Next 6 months want to work on getting rid of never used items  
 

Personnel – Finished the new job descriptions will get to council for the next  
meeting for approval  
 

Endowment – No meeting  
 

Stewardship & Finance – No meeting  
 

Worship – Meeting on the upcoming Lent services and Easter  
 

New Business:  
 

Last minute annual meeting items  
 

A motion was made by Corey C. Seconded by Betty A. to purchase a short-term CD 
for better interest rates for monies in the savings until needed for projects.  
Approved  
 

Organist update Carol resigned as organist only will continue in all other musical 
decisions in the church and the church has contracted with Substitute Organist 
Service and Jodi Findley is interested in being part-time organist after receiving  
lessons on our organ  
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Stewardship & Finance 

General Fund:                    Year to Date:  
Total Income for the month of  Dec. 2024:    $95,267 Income as of December 2024:    $485,811 
Expenses for the month of Dec. 2024:           $40,588 Expenses as of December 2024: $473,148 

 

 

 

 

NEW AT FIRST:  

*Traumatic Brain Injury Support Group  
Group meetings are Wednesday mornings from  

10 am - 12 pm.  10 until 10:45 we will have open  

discussion about our lives today and the challenges we 

face. After a brief intermission we will start again at 11 

am with a designated topic, then end at noon. 
 

This support group is for anyone with a past TBI,  

including concussions, stroke, brain tumor, aneurisms, 

falls, and car accidents.  It is free for everyone and feel 

free to come to one or both hours.  
 

Any questions please contact Marty at 320-267-1528 

Council minutes continued….. 
 

Dates to remember:  
Annual Meeting: January 26, 2025 @ 10:00am following Worship Service  

MST French Toast Breakfast January 26, 2025, 8:00am – Noon  

Team Meeting night: Tuesday February 4, 2025  
MST Sweetheart Dinner: Sunday February 16th doors open at 6:30 Program @ 7:00  

Council meeting night: Tuesday February 18th @ 7:00  
Ash Wednesday: March 5th   

Meeting adjourned at 8:00  
 

Submitted as unapproved minutes by Karla Kadelbach  

 
 
 
 
“Time” 
 

Time is 
too slow for those who wait, 
too swift for those who fear, 
too long for those who grieve, 
too short for those who rejoice. 
But for those who love, 
time is eternity. 

—Henry Van Dyke 

A prayer for Presidents Day 
 

Lord of heaven and earth, we offer you our deepest gratitude for this 

country and the freedom to worship you. Stir up a sense of stewardship 

so we all may care for our nation and each inhabitant of it. 

We pray especially for our leaders, that you will bless them with wisdom 

and humility. Prompt everyone in positions of authority to pursue  

righteousness, justice, and the welfare of all. Amen.  
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Churchwide 

 

First Evangelical Lutheran of Litchfield Staff Members have new email addresses. 
 

 

New email addresses (starting February 1st) are as follows: 
 

Pastor Tom Evenson, Senior Pastor   firstsr@firstlitchfield.org 

Pastor Michael Buller, Associate Pastor  firstap@firstlitchfield.org 

Heidi Thoma, Christian Ed. Coordinator  first.chris.ed@firstlitchfield.org 

Judy Berglund, Office Manager    firstoffice@firstlitchfield.org 

Carol Heath, Financial Secretary    firsttr@firstlitchfield.org 

Sara Rick, Bookkeeper     firsttr@firstlitchfield.org 

Carol Dragt, Director of Music, Non-Traditional firstmusic@firstlitchfield.org 

Kipp Kleinschmidt, Media Director   firstmedia@firstlitchfield.org 

 

Join us for  
Sunday School - Family Day  

February 16th  
10 am,  

following the Youth-Led Worship Service 
Special Project: Valda will be coming to do a 

painting with the families. 
Hope to see you all there!! 

Milestone Ministries 
We will have a gathering for first graders on  
February 9th at 10 am  during the Sunday school 
hour.  We will be putting together a time capsule to 
be opened at their 10th grade confirmation banquet.  
Parents are asked to come and join and assist their 
child/children.  Looking forward to seeing you all! 
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Churchwide 

 

February 2025 Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday, February 2, 2025  
  9:00 a.m.  Worship w/Communion  
10:00 a.m.  Fellowship and Coffee Hour 
10:00 a.m.  Sunday School 
 
Wednesday, February 5, 2025  
  6:00 p.m.  Confirmation  
  6:30 p.m.  Worship w/Comm., Chapel 
 
Sunday, February 9, 2025  
  9:00 a.m. Worship w /Communion 
10:00 a.m. Fellowship & Coffee 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School  
 
Wednesday, February 12, 2025  
  6:00 p.m.  Confirmation  
  6:30 p.m.  Worship w/Comm., Chapel 
 
Sunday, February 16, 2025  
  9:00 a.m. Worship w /Communion 
10:00 a.m. Fellowship & Coffee 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School  
 
Wednesday, February 19, 2025  
  6:00 p.m.  Confirmation  
  6:30 p.m.  Worship w/Comm., Chapel 
 
Sunday, February 23, 2025  
  9:00 a.m.  Worship w/Communion  
10:00 a.m.  Fellowship and Coffee Hour 
10:00 a.m.  Sunday School 
 
Wednesday, February 26, 2025  
  6:00 p.m.  Confirmation  
  6:30 p.m.  Worship w/Comm., Chapel 

 

M OV I E  N IG H T    

Saturday, February 15, 2025 

 5:00 p.m.  

Holy Word Theater, FLC 

Movie: TBD…. 

Please join us for a good movie and popcorn. 

Please bring your own beverage. 

 

Special Dates... 

• Black History Month — February 1-28, 2025 

• Groundhog Day — February 2, 2025 

• Valentine's Day — February 14, 2025 

• Presidents' Day — February 17, 2025 

 
An old hymn declares: 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
“Come unto me and rest. 
Lay down, O weary one,  
lay down your head upon  
my breast.” I came to Jesus as I was, so weary, worn 
and sad. I found in him a resting-place, and he has 
made me glad. (Horatius Bonar, 1846) 
 
Many people these days feel exhausted by division, 
the news, hatred that seems louder than love. More 
than ever, we who are “weary, worn, and sad” need 
to hear Jesus say, “Come unto me and rest.” 

Jesus wants to be our resting place — but not so we 
can hide forever from reality. Instead, he offers a 
place of refreshment where we can relax long 
enough to remember that not everything is bad; 
there is gospel to share. Not everything is hatred; 
God’s love is stronger. 

Resting in Jesus, we focus on God’s goodness. We 
are reminded of love shown by kind people to those 
in trouble, bold voices speaking for justice, warm 
friendships that brighten our days. Gladdened by 
rest, we rise again. Jesus walks with us, as always. We 
can lean on him every step of the way. 

—Heidi Hyland Mann 
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WELCA 

Michelle Herzog

WELCA did not meet in January 2025.  The next meeting will be Thur., February 20th @ 1:30 pm 

Faith in economics                    from Gather Magazine                             01/22/2025 | Community 
 

What is the rule of your household? How do you manage your home? How do you make sure that  
everyone gets what they need and sometimes what they want? Who feeds the dog or cleans up after the 
cat? Who does the grocery shopping, and who pays for the groceries? How are the children taught? 
Who coordinates with the neighbors? 
 

The word economics is a simple transliteration of an ancient Greek word for the rule system that guides 
household management. We might think economics has a different meaning in the U.S. today—that it 
focuses on the flow of money, the price of goods, and the businesses and governments that coordinate 
services. But politicians rightly correlate the economics of the family to policies set by Congress, the 
Federal Reserve and the World Bank. These policies affect households. 
 

At the beginning and end of the day, almost all of us are most concerned about managing our homes 
and those who dwell inside them. What we do as citizens affects our households. It is for the sake of our 
households that many of us become involved in social action. 
 

For Christians, household economics includes a commitment to tithing and other charitable giving. You 
probably know that, in the new millennium, charitable giving by individuals has declined steeply. This 
is true, despite the tax burden being overall less in the 21st century than it was in the middle of the 20th 
century. While some of the decline in giving can be attributed to recessions, some of it also seems to be 
due to a decrease in trust. 
 

As I see it, we have lost faith in our economic and social system to help take care of our households, so 
we put the burden on ourselves to be independently responsible. We tend to emphasize spending on our 
household members and saving for an uncertain future for their protection. If we have a little bit left 
over, instead of giving it away, we often feel more secure saving this for our retirement, our children’s 
college funds or a legacy to leave our grandchildren. 
 

Interestingly, however, the accounts we use to keep our savings do not hold our savings still. Banks and 
investment firms loan this money out to encourage economic growth. Most of us accept the risk of loss 
for a greater return on our investments— we trust the financial advisor to make good decisions for our 
household. Yet we may feel less secure in giving out that money ourselves to our churches, schools and 
favorite charities. I don’t have an answer to this philanthropy crisis, except to name it as a faith crisis—
not an economic crisis. We have lost faith that our giving to support these organizations will be blessed 
and help our households too. 
 
 

Recently, a woman at the Metropolitan Chicago synodical women’s convention told me that she has  
always tithed 10 percent to the church and Women of the ELCA. In making this part of her budget, 
she’s always had enough for her household and has been blessed by the organizations she supports.  
For her, she said, it is about faith. 
 

When we support our society and our church, we build up systems that support our own households. 
My faith tells me to trust this, and not the scarcity messages so prevalent in society today. In faith, we 
give in love, and we flourish. 
 

Jennifer Hockenbery, Interim Executive Director of Women of the ELCA, also works as editor for the Journal of Lu-
theran Ethics. A lifelong Lutheran, she has written several books and articles about the  
intersection of Lutheran theology, philosophy and gender studies. 

Monthly Serving Chairs needed:  
Please consider helping serve for WELCA. 
Contact the church office or Betty Allen if interested! 

 

https://www.gathermagazine.org/category/community/
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Serving Group & Birthdays 

 
 
 
 

February 
 

Open 

February Ushers 
9:00 a.m. 

 
 

Josh Baumgartner 
Jacob Bredeson 
Gary Cervin 
John Hulterstrum 
Corey Cervin  
Tom Fruetel 
Chad Mahlow 
 
 
 

 

FEBRUARY 2025 SERVING 
GROUP 

Chairs: 

Jerry & Lana Johnson 

Christina Guza 

Christina Haas 

Bob & Norma Hall 

Bill & Mary Kay Hannan 

Dennis & LeeAnn Hanson 

Everett & Katherine Hantge 

Alice Harding 

Richard & Carol Heath 

Jerry & Sue Hartwig 

Pamela Heffern 

Marge Hellzen 

Abby Hemingway 

Mike & Polly Hemingway 

Duane & Darlene Henkelman 

Marlene Herzog 

Millard “Buck” & Jane Hickman 

Warren & Sandra Hickman 

Cindy Hill 

Scott and Theresa Hoff 

Heidi Hoekstra & Casey Miller 
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Senior Dining Menu 
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Gifts, Memorials & Thanks 

Gifts were given to the General fund and the Blessing Box in honor of Gary and Janet Smith’s  
wedding from Dorothy Euerle and friends and family. 
 

Gifts were given to the General fund and Flooring fund in memory of Einar Lundin from Dorothy 
Euerle, Joan Sommerfeld, Jeanette Erickson, and Mike and Connie Hamm. 
 

A gift was given to the Quilters fund in memory of Mae Brehmer from Dorothy Euerle. 
 

Gifts were given to the General fund in honor of Charlie Bredeson’s birthday from Mike and Kris 
Nelson, Jerry and Lana Johnson, John and Shirley Lekander, and Dan and Brenda Johnson. 
 

Gifts were given to the General fund in honor of Everett Hantge’s birthday from Jerry and Lana 
Johnson, Dan and Brenda Johnson, and John and Shirley Lekander. 
 

Special Thanks  ——————————————————————————————  
 

A big THANK YOU to the December Serving Group for your willingness to help serve coffee  
during that month.  What a terrific group to work with. 
Karen Eberhard – December Serving Group Chair 
 

January Serving Group,  Thank you for volunteering to work and serve.  
Your help was greatly appreciated.  Karla and Ila 

True love 
 

Many of us celebrate Valentine’s Day in both fun and serious ways. Children exchange treats 
and humorous cards with classmates and friends; some bring home handmade cards for the 
adults in their lives. Romantic partners may go out to eat and present each other flowers, 
chocolate, a fancy card — maybe even an engagement ring! 
 

As playful as Valentine’s Day can be, it’s also a great time to remember the serious side of 
love, as indicated by these quotes: 
 

• “When you love someone, you love the whole person as he or she is, and not as you 
would like them to be.” —Leo Tolstoy 

• “You don’t love someone because they’re perfect; you love them in spite of the fact that 
they’re not.” —Jodi Picoult 

• “Love … is quiet understanding, mutual confidence, sharing and forgiving. … It settles for 
less than perfection and makes allowances for human weaknesses.” —Ann Landers 

 

We can do the difficult work of true love — actions, not just feelings — only because God 
loved us first. He did (and does) so despite our imperfection, and in Jesus, God shows us 
how to share true love with others. This Valentine’s Day, if you don’t remember any other 
profound quotes, hold this one in your heart: 
 

“We love because God first loved us.” —1 John 4:19 (NCV) 
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                                                                        Churchwide 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE  MILITARY:  

*Our members known to be in the military are:  
 

Staff Sgt. US Army, Zachary Olimb, Vicenza, Italy, grandson of Lil Madson;  
Master Sgt. Austin Kleinschmidt,  934th Airwing, Minneapolis, son of Kipp and Lynette Kleinschmidt;        
Staff Sgt. Matthew Wiechmann, stationed at Fort Drum, NY;  son of Virgil and Jamie Wiechmann; 
Eric Kammermeier, Chief Petty Officer HSC-23, United States Navy, son-in-law of Mike and Beth Boyle; 
Welcome Home! to those of you who now have returned to the States. Thank you all for your service  
*Please let the office know if titles, locations, and/or addresses have changed for any of the above. 

 

GLOBAL MISSIONS OFFERING: MST Costa Rica 

Firs† News is a monthly publication of First Evangelical Lutheran Church,  
 703 S. Sibley Ave. Litchfield, MN 55355  

Please send submissions to: The Church Office by February 15th 
For the NEXT ISSUE: March 2025 

Be still, Receive God’s Love, Embrace God’s Word, Welcome the Day. 
B.R.E.W.  

meets every Tuesday morning at  7:00 a.m. with Pastor Tom  
for coffee and fellowship.  Join us!! 

 

 

 

Please keep our shut-in members in your prayers,   
 

Meeker Manor:  Lois Rusch 

Bethany Home:  Wendy Norine  

Litchfield, in own home:  Jutta Goodrich, Darlene Miller 

VA Health Care, St. Cloud: Gordon “Bud” Johnson, Richard Allen 

Hilltop Health Center, Watkins: Elois Johnson 

 

Save your greeting cards!  

They can be recycled!  They will take the whole card or you can cut off the signed names, if you 
wish. I will drop them off at the Senior Center in Hutchinson.  **No Christmas Cards please. 
Thank you!  Elaine Lenhard 

 WELCA Meeting  

1:30 pm 

February 20, 2025 

 

Widow’s Grief Support  
 

 1st  and 3rd Thursday of each  
Month, in the Conference Room 

at 12:30 p.m. 
 

All are Welcome! 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Confirmation Photos are here!  Please 
pick them up in the church office.   

Thank you! 
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Non Profit 
 Organization 
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Litchfield, MN 
55355 

Ministry Staff: 
Rev. Tom Evenson, Senior Pastor 
    firstsr@firstlitchfield.org 
 

Rev. Micheal Buller, Associate Pastor 
    firstap@firstlitchfield.org 
      
Heidi Thoma, Education Coordinator 
     first.chris.ed@firstlitchfield.org 
  
Judy Berglund, Office Manager 
     firstoffice@firstlitchfield.org 
 

Sara Rick, Bookkeeper 
     firsttr@firstlitchfield.org 
 

Carol Heath, Financial Secretary                                                                                               
     firsttr@firstlitchfield.org 
 

Carol Dragt, Director of Music/Non-Traditional 
     firstmusic@firstlitchfield.org 
 

Katie Hulterstrum, Choir Co-Director 
 

Joan Anderson, Choir Co-Director 
 

Kipp Kleinschmidt, Media Director 
      firstmedia@firstlitchfield.org 
 

Scott Nelson, Custodian 
 

Joel Ramthun, Custodian 
 

First Lutheran Church Office: 320-693-2487 
LIKE us on Facebook! Or Follow us on Youtube! 

or from any MST 2026 member.  

Must have a ticket to attend– no tickets sold at the door.  


