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Our mission:  First  

Evangelical Lutheran 

Church exists to  
 

welcome people to faith in 

Jesus Christ;  
 

 equip persons with a    

faith that works in real 

life; and  

send us in service  

 into the world in  

May 2023 Time with Tom 
 

Do we have a reason to be afraid? What do we fear now that we have 

reached the year 2023? As children: so many things frighten us. It is not 

unusual for a parent to comfort their child by saying do not be afraid or it 

will be okay, I am right here by your side. Sometimes we say to our  

children, there is nothing to be afraid of, see, as we turn on a light or take 

them by the hand. Jesus before and after his death and resurrection often 

greeted his disciples with the statement, “do not be afraid”. The scripture 

text used during May, we will hear Jesus telling us why we should not be 

afraid. There are many reasons we will combat his urging of peace simply 

because of the news we hear or read about every day. What can we do 

when we see such violence and terror around us constantly? The lack of 

support for our peace officers, the constant division and separation of  

every group in society seems to be tearing us apart even when the  

leadership of our country and state claim to want to bring us together.  
 

The amount of lawlessness and disrespect of human life has given us 

plenty reason to be afraid. Yet we hear Jesus say do not be afraid. What 

will God do for us to calm our nerves? Jesus claims to never leave us and 

tells us to find ways to love one another. “Love”, “like Jesus”, is always the 

right answer. By looking up and away from ourselves and our fears, we 

can begin to see those around us who are just as afraid. We will see how 

others need love and the assurance they are not alone in a world that  

appears to be crashing down around them. Take them by the hand, “so to 

speak”, and lead them to the cross of Jesus. Tell them the story of the  

resurrection and assure them this amazing story includes them. Allow 

yourself to be bold in the face of evil knowing God will not leave you. Care 

for the needs of another person and let your fears go. Remind yourself, 

you are a child of God chosen by Jesus and sent to all nations, baptizing, 

making disciples and teaching them all Jesus, in his commands; told you. 
 

Yes, it is not easy; nobody said it would be easy. We may not see the  

results of our hard work but if you remember, it is not about us, it is about 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Trust Jesus, do not be afraid, go and tell 

the story, so all people will know the love of Jesus. Amen  

Agree with one another; live in peace and the God of Love and peace will 

be with you. 2nd Cor. 13:11  
 

Pastor Tom Evenson  
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Council Highlights 

“GOD’S WORK. 
 OUR HANDS.” 

First Evangelical Lutheran 
       Church Council 
      2023 
 

PRESIDENT: 
Corey Cervin 
 

VICE PRESIDENT: 
Karla Kadelbach 
 

SECRETARY:  
Dennis Gartner 
 

TREASURER: 
Andy Miller 
 

TEAM  
REPRESENTATIVES: 

Christian Education/ 
     Youth & Family:  
Joe Berube 
Abby Hemmingway 
Amy Nelson 
Mattie Baumgartner 
 

Stewardship & Finance:       
Karla Kadelbach 
Andy Miller 
Mike Langmo 
 

Social Ministry/Evangelism:  
Joe Berube 
Meredith Elj 
Abby Hemingway  
Amy Nelson   
 

Endowment/Memorial:  
Corey Cervin 
Chuck Fenton 
 

Property: 
Dennis Gartner 
Chuck Fenton 
Gordon Burdick 
Mattie Baumgartner 
 

Worship & Music: 
Gordon Burdick 
Meredith Elj 
Mike Langmo 
 

Personnel: 
Corey Cervin     
 

MST: 
Karla Kadelbach 
Amy Nelson 
Joe Berube 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church – Council Minutes 
Tuesday, April 18th, 2023 

 

Our Mission: FLC exists to welcome people to faith in Jesus Christ, equip persons with 
a faith that works in real life, and send us in service into the world in Jesus’ name. 
 

Council Membership:  
2024: Dennis Gartner, Joe Berube, Gordon Burdick, Chuck Fenton 
2025: Meredith Elj, Andy Miller, Mike Langmo, Corey Cervin 
2026: Karla Kadelbach, Amy Nelson, Abby Hemmingway, Mattie Baumgartner  
*All members were present except for Joe Berube and Amy Nelson. 
*Additions to the agenda: Cub Scouts clean up of FLC grounds. No action needed. 
*Devotions: Karla Kadelbach 
*Secretary report was approved. 
*Treasurer report was approved. 
 

***Pastor Tom reported: 
~MST International (Braga Portugal) will be holding a garage sale May 13th. Four stu-
dents/families are committed to the 2024 trip at this time.  
~The Call Committee does not have any current candidates that are being considered. 
~First Communion on April 16th was well attended despite the weather conditions. 
Twelve students received their First Communion.  
~The outgoing debriefing for Council Members has been completed. 
~There are five students scheduled to attend Confirmation camp in June. The  
Endowment committee will again support the financial obligation for the campers. 
~Pastor Tom has been in contact with Pastor Dan Buendorf to coordinate his  
participation in the 150th anniversary. Pastor Dan will bring the message for the service 
on May 7th. 
~The Co-op radio broadcasts will continue at 8:30 Sunday morning on KLFD. 
~The Meeker Area Ministries (MAM) board is working on securing another rental  
opportunity. Nicole Geffre has offered to join the board and will offer legal opinions as 
needed.  
~Co-op activities of each church should be shared with the other congregations. If you 
have something that may interest the community, please contact the church office.  
 

***Team Reports: 
~Misc.: A team template formatting sheet for submitting team minutes has been sent to 
the Council members to share with their teams. If your team is not using a format of 
some kind, please consider using this option so the church office can have the  
information as needed. Thank you! 
 

*Christian Education: 
~The last day of Sunday School will be on April 30th. The service will be led by the 
youth. 
~The dates for VBS will be June 5th, 6th & 7th from 5:30 PM to 7:30 PM. They plan to 
center the program around the 150th anniversary of First Lutheran Church. They have a 
lot of material on hand to use for the VBS program. The Council will serve ice cream 
sundaes on the first night of the program.  
 

*Worship & Music: 
(Worship & Music New Business) 
~The team discussed the summer/holiday schedules and diligently scheduled most of 
the summer events. (Please check the dates to remember or the bulletin for dates, 
times, and locations.) 
~The co-op music group will perform at most of the events.  
~The co-op 8:30 radio broadcast will continue to be shared by co-op members.  
Schedule to be determined. 
 
                           Continued on pg. 3… 
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Finance 

 General Fund :       Year to Date:  
Total Income for the month of  Mar. 2023:          $32,777                Income as of March 2023:             $148,566        
Expenses for the month of  Mar. 2023:                $34,495            Expenses as of  March 2023:        $121,969 
 

Church Council continued…... 
 
~Chuck Eberhard attended the meeting to discuss the offering during services. The decision was made to continue to 
pass the plates as we are currently doing. Music will be played during the offering.  
~Upcoming events were discussed to include Spring Communion Luncheon, Senior Graduation/Quilt Service and 
New Member Sunday.  
 

*150th Anniversary: 
~Will be meeting on April 19th.  
~Pastor Dan Buendorf will speak on May 7th.  
 

*Council Old Business: 
~An update from the call committee was briefly discussed.  
 

*Council New Business: 
~An existing Ameriprise dedicated account was discussed. The firm that was holding this account has changed to a 
different brokerage and our account is now being serviced by Ameriprise in Hutchinson. A contact will be made and 
no changes will be made unless the fee’s are excessive.  
~Gods Work Our Hands (GWOH) was discussed. The plan is to work with the other co-op churches to find projects 
that can work for many members. If you have any suggestions, please contact the church office.  
~New Member Sunday was discussed. The date is May 21st. There will be a potluck brunch after the service. The 
council members will help organize, set up, and clean up.  
 

*Prayer requests were taken 

*Closing prayer was heard and the meeting was adjourned 

***Dates to remember:  

*Coop services continue virtually on Sunday’s at 8:30 AM 

*In person services Sunday’s at 9:00 AM  

*Last Confirmation class is on April 26th at 6:00 PM 

*Last day of Sunday school and Youth Led service April 30th  

*Executive Team meeting Tuesday May 2nd at 6:30 PM 

*Team meetings Tuesday May 2nd at 7:00 PM 

*150th Anniversary / Pastor Buendorf speaking Sunday May 7th at 9:00 AM 

*Council meeting Tuesday May 16th at 7:00 PM 

*Communion Luncheon Wednesday May 17th at 11:00 AM 

*New Member orientation Thursday May 18th at 7:00 PM 

*New Member Sunday May 21st at 9:00 AM 

~Potluck Brunch following the service 

*High School Senior / Quilt Service Sunday May 21st at 9:00 AM 
 

Submitted as un-approved minutes by Dennis Gartner 

Easter Memorials 2023 
General Fund: $6,445.00 

Roof Top Unit Fund: $20,000.00 

AC/Boiler Pay-down Fund: $3,745.00 

 

Noisy Offering - Palm Sunday 
 $ 653.29 collected for Roblealto, Child Care Assoc., Costa Rica 
                 
 4,887 pennies 
    936 nickels 
 1,597 dimes 

96 half dollars  *plus cash donations  
  3 one dollar coins 
  1 wood screw 

 

Sunday, May 28th  
ELCA COOP Worship  

at  
Windmill Park  
in Grove City 

10:45 a.m. 
Bring your lawn chair.  

 

(no service held at 
 First Lutheran Church)  
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Churchwide 

Baptized: Sunday, April 2, 2023 
Leo Tyler Larson 

Parents:  Tyler and Elaina Larson 
Sponsors: Josh Nikko, Megan Futhey 

 
 
 
 
 
 

High School Senior Recognition  
& Quilt Service  

Sunday, May 21, 2023 
at 9:00 a.m. 

New Member Orientation:  

Thursday, May 18
th  

at 7:00 PM 

New Member Sunday:  

May 21
nd 

at 9:00 AM 

Potluck Brunch following service 

in Chilstrom Hall 

Robert C. “Bob” Johnson 
March 27, 2023 

 

Please keep his family and friends  
in your prayers. 
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Youth Pages 

Our 5th grade students have  
received instruction and their  

First Communion on  
Sunday April 16th, 2023 

 

Front Row: Emma Hoff - Parents, Scott and Theresa Hoff,  Eleanora Miller  - Parents Travis and Clarissa 
Miller, Everett Snodgrass - Parents, Chelsea Snodgrass and Ben Kranz, Mason Baumgartner - Parent, Joshua 

Baumgartner, Cooper Evenson - Parents, Keith and Sabrara Evenson , Declan Berube - Parents, Joe and Amy 
Berube, Middle Row:  Hayden Miller - Parents, Andy and Sara Miller , Leo Ludowese - Parents, Steve  and 

Sadie Ludowese, Alexis Blunt - Parents, Justin and Amy Blunt, Liam Kraushaar - Parents, Kole and Marissa 

Kraushaar, Noah Hoff - Parents, Scott and Theresa Hoff, Richard Nelson -  Anthony and Nellya Nelson 

Back Row:  Minister Amy Nelson, Pastor Tom Evenson 
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2023 High School Seniors 

 

Congratulations to the  

Class of 2023 

Alex Draeger, son of  
Stefany Groskreutz, and 
Matthew Draeger 

Javin Stucky, son of  
Jason and Tanna Stucky 

Kylie Michels, daughter of  
Jason and Andrea Michels 

Aidan Berube, son of  
Joe and Amy Berube  

Kylie Guggemos, daughter of  
Chris and Shelly Guggemos 

Miles Deitchman, son of  
Sabrara and Keith Evenson 

Evan Matheson, son of  
Tim and Sacia Matheson 

Not pictured,  Alex Carlson, Jorja Gabrielson, Eric Marotte, and Hayley Polizin 
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Churchwide 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Kylie Michels  
Open House will be 

 on Sunday, June 4th  
from 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

at 825 S. Hubbard Ave.,  
Litchfield. 

Open House  
Graduation Party 
For Alex Dreager  
Sunday, June 4th  

at 4 B’z From 1 - 4 pm 

 

Evan Matheson 
Graduation Open House  

Sunday, June 11th  
from noon - 3:00 p.m. 

at the Darwin Rod & Gun Club 

 

Open House  
Graduation Party!  
For Javin Stucky 

Saturday, June 10th 
4:00 pm-?  

14933 CSAH 35, Litchfield 

Class of 2023 
Kylie Guggemos 

Grad Party 
When: June 10th 

4 - 8 P.M. 
Where:  1302 Cedar Lane., 

Litchfield 

Open House 
Aidan Berube 

June 10th, 2023 
2- 5 pm 

At our home 
24685 608th Ave - Litchfield 
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Meeker County Food Shelf -  
Pack the Pews for March 2023. 

First Lutheran Family donated  
448 pounds of food  

and $1,825 in monetary donations.    
Thank you everyone! 

MEMORIALS, GIFTS & THANKS 

Please join us for the  
Spring Communion Luncheon 

 at First Evangelical Lutheran Church 
703 South Sibley, Litchfield, MN 

 

Wednesday, May 17, 2023 at 11:00 a.m. 
Lunch and Fellowship to follow the service. 

SPECIAL THANKS————————————————————————————————————— 
Thanks for  all the thoughts, prayers, cards, visits and hugs for  J im and me dur ing the past months in his battle 
with Mantle Cell Lymphoma and for the support, cards, memorials, and love shown me on his entry into heaven on 
February 12.  We couldn’t have walked thru this without your prayers.  His battle is over and he now walks with his 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.   Janet Lange 
 

Thank you for  the beautiful, meaningful Good Fr iday service. Kudos to the young people for  their  production.  
Susan Johnson 
 

Dee (Bollin) and all the prayer chain,  Thank you all so very much for  the continued prayers for  my recovery.   
I am so very thankful for my church family.  I keep my prayer shawl around me when doing my devotions each day.  
It brings great comfort.  Again, thank you, you have really lifted me up.  Barb Alsleben 

Gifts were given to the General Fund and the Roof Heating and Cooling Units in memory of  John Lemmer, 
Paul (Sue) Lemmer’s brother, by Mike and Kris Nelson, Jerry and Lana Johnson, Steve and Jackie Kraushaar, and 
David and Darlene Meidal. 
 

Gifts were given to the General Fund, and the Roof Top Unit fund, and Choir  fund  in memory of  
Bob Johnson, by Aldeen and Idell Kadelbach, Darlene Lundin, Kirk and Dorothy Lundin, Marlys Elam, Einar 
Lundin, Jim and Elaine Lenhard, Karla Kadelbach, Paul and Sue Lemmer, Ron and Barb Piepenburg, Steve and 
Jackie Kraushaar, Vern and Lil Madson, Gary Smith, Dianne Thorp, Richard and Carol Heath, and Kathleen  
Oftedahl, Chuck and Karen Eberhard, Ralph and Gloria Elj, Jeanette Erickson, and Dan and Robin Johnson. Gary 
and Kathy Cervin, Valda Thomas, Gordon and Helen Johnson, Bryan and Linda Larson, Stanley and Sylvia  
Kittelson, Jerry and Betty Urdahl, Gary and Lori Larson, Ken and Mary Lawson, Mark and Judy Hulterstrum, 
Shirley Berg, Duane and Darlene Henkelman, Mike and Deb Langmo, Elois Johnson, Iona Albright, Doug and  
JoAnne Miller, James and Holly Devinck, John and Katie Hulterstrum, Janet Lange, John and Shirley Lekander, 
Paul and Julie Tinberg, Terrance and Carole O’brien, Dan and Brenda Johnson, Barbara Keller, Bob and Norma 
Hall, Dennis and Renee Gartner, Charlie and Jo Ann Lindstrom, John and Jo Carlson, David and Darlene Meidal, 
and Jean Wieland.  
 

A gift was given to FLC in honor  of  Leo Larson’s Baptism by Rueben and Janice Stommes. 
 

A gift was given to the church library in remembrance of Mrs. Emil Mar tha Linner  Anderson, who founded 
the library and in celebration of the 150th Anniversary of the church from Carol Rowell. 
 

A gift has been given towards replacing the Roof Heating and Cooling Units by Steve and  Ruth Joramo. 
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WELCA MINUTES APRIL 20, 2023 
 

WELCA met on April 20, 2023, in Chilstrom Hall with Betty Allen calling the meeting to order.  The 
Purpose Statement was recited.  Devotions were given by Betty. 
 

The March meeting was cancelled because of the weather.   
 

The secretary’s report for February was approved as printed.  Karen Eberhard gave the treasurer’s re-
port for March and April 2023.  The $75 that was approved for Flowers of Mercy from the Harvest 
Donations is still in the WELCA account.  Karen found out Flowers of Mercy has been dissolved. 
Later it will be decided how to spend the $75.The report was filed for audit. 
 

Old Business:  The Birthday Party at Ecumen in February was a success.  Keith Johnson substituted 
for Nicole Geffre as the entertainment. 
 

The soup supper served by WELCA was very well attended and thank you to Darlene Meidal and 
Jackie Kraushaar for making the delicious chili and soups. 
 

The WELCA Spring Gathering is Saturday, April 22nd at Gethsemane Lutheran in Dassel. About 12 
ladies will be attending. 
 

New Business:  WELCA has been paying for the recycling container at First for Hope for Our City.  
Hope has been reusing the boxes they get so there is no need for the recycling container.  As of now, 
Hope will not be starting because there is a shortage of donated food. It was suggested that we dis-
continue the payment for recycling.  Betty will check with the Council to see if they want to take 
over the payment of the recycling container or discontinue its use. 
 

Geri Follett is making Swedish hats to be used by serving groups for the 150th Anniversary. 
 

Next Fall’s WELCA Gathering will be held at First. 
 

Thank you to Brenda Johnson, Joan Sommerfeld and Karen Eberhard for organizing the collection of 
items for baby layettes, personal care kits and school bags. Thank you to Cindy Hill for sewing the 
school bags.  25 layettes have been completed. 
 

 
WELCA Continues on page 10………. 
 
 

WELCA 
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Today our project is assembling personal care kits and school bags.  (We assembled 18 school bags 
and 28 personal care kits) 
 

Dates to Remember:   May 7th – 150th Anniversary with Pastor Dan  
             Swedish Treats following the service. 
    May 17th – Communion Luncheon 

May 21st – High School Senior Recognition and Quilts 
   May 18th – WELCA meeting at 1:30 

         

WELCA 

WELCA THANKOFFERING   (All women of FELC are members of WELCA)  
 

     For more than 100 years, Lutheran women have given thanks to God and dollars to mission through 
Thankofferings.  Each woman would set aside offerings at home throughout the year, in thanksgiving for  
blessings received. And on occasion, the women would come together as we do today, joining their offerings  
together to support ministry of many kinds. Each year, in thousands of congregations, Thankofferings are given 
to support  the life-changing ministries of Women of the ELCA. In gratitude for all God has given to us, together, 
we do more than we could ever do apart. 
     The Thankoffering supports the WELCA Gathering Magazine, Bible studies for women, and cross cultural 
activities. These offerings are used to assist victims of domestic violence, human trafficking and to support 
Katie’s Fund (assisting women in leadership) and Voices for Justice  (Ex: promoting the 1000 Days Movement 
which supports child and maternal health for the first 1000 days of a child’s life). 
     Please return your THANKOFFERING envelope (or use a regular envelope and label it THANKOFFERING) 

to the church office (or offering plate) so that we can continue our outreach. Your generosity makes a real   

difference in women’s lives. 

Thank you to Dee Bollin and Marilyn Swanson for serving the dessert and to Betty  
for the devotions.  Next month servers will be Lana Johnson and Kris Nelson 
The Lord’s Prayer was recited and the table prayer was sung.  
Meeting adjourned to assemble kits. 
 

Respectively submitted,   
 

Sue Lemmer, Secretary  
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Serving Group & Birthdays 

May 
 
 
 
 

 
      

 
Meredith Elj   

593-8640 

May Ushers 

9:00 a.m. 
 

John Lekander 
Brian Findley   
Brandon Findley 
Jim Asmus 
Nick Benson 
Derek Isaacson 
Wayne Larson 

MAY 2023 SERVING GROUP 

Chairs: 

Steve & Jackie Kraushaar 

Daniel & Robin Johnson 

Howard & Laurie Koehn 

Andy Hoffmann 

Donald & Mary Hokanson 

Barb Holmberg 

Iris Holmgren 

Mark & Jayne Holmgren 

Diane Housman 

Cecile Hoyer 

Harold (Hal) & LaVonne Huso 

Rocky & Karla Hyberger 

Derek Isaacson 

Dan & Brenda Johnson 

Dan E. Johnson 

David & Myra Johnson 

Gladys Johnson 

Gordon & Darla Johnson 

Eric & Kayla Hulterstrum 

John & Katie Hulterstrum 

MAY 1             
Andrew Desens 
Samuel Gruenke 
Emma Hoff 
Noah Hoff 
Robert Kadelbach 
Nicole Schmitz 
Nicole Hable/White 
MAY 2 
Ashley Holmgren 
David Jacob  
Kalkbrenner 
Lori Larson 
Jesse Lundin 
Laila Mickelson 
MAY 3 
Richard Elam 
Christina Guza 
Levi Hanson 
Linda Holtz 
Bruce Lee 
Gaylene Thomas 
Michael Thomas 
MAY 4 
Mark Bredeson 
Arlo Prechel 
MAY 5 
Benjamin Miller 
 
 
 
 
 

MAY 6 
Geraldine Follett 
Eric Hein 
Judy Hulterstrum 
Kiera Olson 
Gary Pierce 
Leo Roush 
Jill White 
MAY 7 
Henry Adams 
Lisa Barto 
Richard Farmer 
Donna Gilsrud 
Aurora Haas 
Myra Johnson 
MAY 8 
Hazel Wittenberg 
MAY 9 
Heather Burdick 
Emily Driver 
Matthew Sook 
MAY 10 
Susan Elam 
Jude Ludowese 
MAY 11 
Betty Allen 
Nicholas Graff 
Megan Lundin 
 
 
 
 
 

MAY 12 
Alex Carlson 
Cade Cervin 
MAY 13 
Sandra Bostrom 
MAY 14 
Ryan Block 
MAY 15 
Megan Boyle 
Jerry Freitag 
Coralynn Gabrielson 
Millard Hickman 
Lavaune Putzier 
MAY 16 
Marlys Elam 
Darlene Meidal 
Amy Nelson 
Amanda Polzin 
MAY 17 
Kristen Nelson 
Jeffrey Olson 
MAY 18 
Will Dolan 
Larry Griffin 
Chad Mahlow 
Daryn Worden 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAY 19 
Tamara Borowicz 
Darla Johnson 
Tamra Thompson 
Carter Zeppelin 
Trevor Zeppelin 
MAY 20 
MAY 21 
Carol Heath 
Jean Larson 
MAY 22 
Esmae Boll 
Angela Larson-Weimer 
Leah Wilson 
MAY 23 
Matthew Carlson 
Paul Martin 
Florence Roeszler 
Emily Sommerfeld 
MAY 24 
MAY 25 
Isaiah Matheson 
Lukas Wahl 
MAY 26 
Brian Findley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAY 27 
Dustin Nelson 
MAY 28 
Jacob Bredeson 
Kris Cervin 
Debra Cziok 
Jane Hickman 
Michael Husmann 
Gladys Johnson 
Lisa Steichen 
MAY 29 
Colby Christensen 
Hudsen Gabrielson 
Bridget Judes 
Emily Michels 
Zachary Piepenburg 
MAY 30 
Travis Hanson 
Timothy Pierce 
Katie Silverberg    
MAY 31 
Joshua Bailey 
Jeffrey Ballard 
Charlene Garrison 
Dalen Jones 
Paxton Peterson 
Kaitlyn Moore 
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Churchwide 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, May 3, 2023  
6:30 p.m.  Worship w/comm. - Chapel 
 

Sunday, May 7, 2023 *150th Ann. Celebration 
9:00 a.m. Worship w/Communion   
         Pastor Dan Buendorf preaching 
10:00 a.m.  Swedish Treats served at  
         Fellowship and Coffee  
 

Wednesday, May 10, 2023  
6:30 p.m.  Worship w/comm. - Chapel 
 

Sunday, May 14, 2023 *Mother’s Day 
 9:00 a.m.  Worship w/Communion 
10:00 a.m.  Fellowship and Coffee  
 

Wednesday, May 17, 2023  
11:00 a.m. Spring Communion Worship Service  
                   and Luncheon 
6:30 p.m.  Worship w/comm. - Chapel 
 

Sunday, May 21, 2023 *New Members & H.S.  
                               Senior Quilts and Recognition 
 9:00 a.m.  Worship w/Communion 
10:00 a.m.  Fellowship and Coffee Hour  
 
Wednesday, May 24, 2023  
6:30 p.m.  Worship w/comm. - Chapel 
 
Sunday, May 28, 2023 *Memorial Day Weekend 
 10:45  a.m.  ELCA Community Worship at 
Windmill Park in Grove City  
(no service held at First Lutheran Church) 

 

    M OV I E  N I G H T    

Saturday, May 20, 2023 

 5:00 p.m.  

Holy Word Theater, FLC 

Movie: TBD…. 

Please join us for a good movie  
and popcorn. 

Please bring your own beverage. 

Local Cable  Public Access TV Schedule: 
Sun. 11 a.m. Encore Presentation  COOP 
Mon. 11 a.m. Encore Presentation  COOP 
Tue.  11 a.m. Encore Presentation  Sun. FLC  
Wed.  11 a.m. Encore Presentation  Sun. COOP 
Thu.  11 a.m. Encore Pres. Sun. Trinity G.C. 
Thu.    3 p.m. Encore Presentation  Sun. FLC  
Fri.    11 a.m. Encore Presentation  Sun. Zion  

 

Special Dates: 
 National Day of Prayer, May 4, 2023 

 Mother’s Day, May 14, 2023 

 Ascension Day, May 18, 2023 

 Armed Forces Day, May 20, 2023 

 Victoria Day (Canada), May 22, 2023 

 Pentecost, May 28, 2023 

 Memorial Day, May 29, 2023 

 

TONGUES OF FIRE  
Reminiscent of the Pentecost account in 

Acts 2 when “tongues of fire” rested on 

the disciples’ heads as the Holy Spirit 

birthed the church, images of flame  

symbolize the Spirit. Sometimes a tongue 

of fire is paired with a dove and set on a red  

background — other symbols of the Holy Spirit. 

Fire may also indicate spiritual fervor and zeal in a 

Christian’s life.  

Preparation for worship 
 

Risen Jesus, as spring blossoms around me, may your  
love blossom in me, that I might share its fragrance and 
brilliance with others. 

* * * 
God of strong and tender love, thank you for those who 
have shown me your love in motherly ways, and for the 
opportunities I have to care for others. 

* * * 
As you, Jesus, sent your disciples out as witnesses to  
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and beyond (Acts 1:8), send us 
as witnesses in our neighborhood, city, region and  
beyond. 

* * * 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, today and always, Lord 
God. Energize and equip us to live out your love in the 
world. 

 

Worship Schedule 
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150
th

 Anniversary 

 

 

         CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2023 

January 15 @ 4:00 pm 
Candlelight church service 
Pastor Christa Forsythe preaching 
Potluck supper to follow 
 
March 19 @ 9:00 am 
Bishop Dee Pederson preaching 
Swedish breakfast @ 10:00 a.m. 
 

May 7 @ 9:00 am 
Pastor Buendorf preaching 
Swedish sweets @ 10:00 a.m. 
 
August 13 @ 1:00 pm  
Minnesota Boys Choir 
Music Concert 
Ice cream to follow 
 
August 20 
Laying of cemetery flowers 
 
August 27 150th Anniversary Sunday 
Worship Service @ 9:00 a.m. 
Pastor Tom Evenson preaching 
Congregational Group Photo  
following service 
Formal catered congregational dinner  
 

1 Corinthians 16:14  

“Let all that you do be done in love.” 

 

Anniversary Hymn 

“I Love to Tell The Story” 

Bit of Trivia about FLC (from the April Newsletter) - Answers  

1. How many FLC pastors who were born in Sweden are buried 
in the Ripley Cemetery? Three 

2. What are their names?  Rev. Otto Hallberg, Rev. Linner, and 
Rev. Franzen 

3. What is the name of the pastor who died while serving the 
church?  Rev. Hallberg at age 40 

4. What is the name of the pastor who started the Emmaus 
Home?  Pastor Bergren 

5. What is the name of the person who started the library? Mrs. 
Emil Martha Linner Anderson 

6. What is Bishop Chilstrom’s youngest brother’s name?  David 
Chilstrom 

7. What year was this church built? 1958 
8. What was our church first called? Swedish Lutheran Church 
9. How many sets of identical twins did we have? Two 
10. What are their names? Myrtle and Mildred Oslund, and Myrtle 

and Myrle Isaacson (both sets are bur ied in Ripley Ceme-
tery next to their parents.  

 

      Well, how did you do, get them all right?      Carol Rowell  
 

                                        Save The Date….. 
Our full catered 150th celebratory congregation dinner (at noon)  
 will be held on Sunday, August 27th. 
In order to plan and prepare properly we are asking for your  
response. We need close to an exact number so please consider 
thoughtfully who may be attending. We wanted to catch most of  
you in the next couple months before summer schedules take over. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Please RSVP with the sign up sheet in the Narthex or the church 
office. August 27th will also include our 150th Anniversary  
worship service, communion, a congregational picture and meal.  
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                                                                        Churchwide 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE  MILITARY:  

*Our members known to be in the military are:  
 

Staff Sgt. US Army, Zachary Olimb, Vicenza, Italy, grandson of Edna Oldenburg,  and Vern and Lil Madson;  
Master Sgt. Austin Kleinschmidt,  934th Airwing, Minneapolis, son of Kipp and Lynette Kleinschmidt;        
Staff Sgt. Matthew Wiechmann, stationed at Fort Drum, NY;  son of Virgil and Jamie Wiechmann; 
Eric Kammermeier, Chief Petty Officer  HSC-23, United States Navy, son-in-law of Mike and Beth Boyle; 
Airman 1st Class John Rogers, Beale Air Force Base, CA. Grandson of Janet Lange. 
Welcome Home! to those of you who now have returned to the States. Thank you all for your service  
*Please let the office know if titles, locations, and/or addresses have changed for any of the above. 

 

GLOBAL MISSIONS OFFERING: Lutheran World Relief 

Firs† News is a monthly publication of First Evangelical Lutheran Church,  
 703 S. Sibley Ave. Litchfield, MN 55355  

Please send submissions to: The Church Office by May 15th 
For the NEXT ISSUE: June 2023 

Be still, Receive God’s Love, Embrace God’s Word, Welcome the Day. 
B.R.E.W.  

meets every Tuesday morning at  7:00 a.m. with Pastor Tom for  
coffee and fellowship.  Join us!! 

 

 

Please keep our shut-in members in your prayers,   
Meeker Manor:  Lois Rusch 
Emmaus Place:  Mae Brehmer  
Bethany Home:  Janet Lundin, Hazel Wittenberg 
Litchfield, in own home:  Jutta Goodrich, Darlene Miller 
Lakeside, Dassel:  Edna Oldenburg  
Hiltop Health Care, Watkins: Vern Madson 

Save your greeting cards!  

They can be recycled!  They will take the whole card or you can cut off the signed names, if you 
wish. I will drop them off at the Senior Center in Hutchinson.  **No Christmas Cards please. 
Thank you!  Elaine Lenhard 

WELCA MEETING @ FLC 
Thursday, May 18, 2023 

1:30 p.m. 

Widow’s Grief Support Gathering 
First Lutheran Church: 

Sunday May 7, 2023 at 1:00 p.m. & Sunday May 21, 2023 at 1:00 p.m.  
Open to all women whose spouse has died, whether the death was a month ago or 18 years ago.  

Sharing and support for healing and strength is the mission of the group. 
Call the church office for more details.  320-693-2487 
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Ministry Staff: 
 

Tom Evenson, Pastor 
     firstsr@hutchtel.net 
 
Heidi Thoma, Education Coordinator 
    heidithoma3@gmail.com 
  
Judy Berglund, Office Manager 
     firstoffice@hutchtel.net 
 
Sara Rick, Bookkeeper 
     firsttr@hutchtel.net 
 
Carol Heath, Financial Secretary                                                                                               
     firsttr@hutchtel.net 
 
Bea Devereaux, Organist, Senior Choir, and Bell Choir Director 
 
Carol Dragt, Director of Music, Non-Traditional  
 
Kipp Kleinschmidt, Media Director 
      firstmedia@hutchtel.net 
 
Scott Nelson, Custodian 
 
Joel Ramthun, Custodian 
 
 

First Lutheran Church Office: 320-693-2487 
 

LIKE us on Facebook! 
Or Follow us on Youtube! 

 

 

      

MST Rummage Sale   
Saturday, May 13th, 2023 

   8:00 a.m. – Noon 
We will accept your donations of gently 

used clothing, household items, toys, 
books, games, etc.,  

beginning on Monday, May 8th.   
Please understand that we are 

 unable to accept the following:  
 Electronics, large furniture, exercise 

equipment, and encyclopedias. 
-MST 2024 


