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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who donated pies for MST 

Pie in the Park, Watercade 2011. Your generous do-

nation is greatly appreciated. Special thanks to First 

District for their donation of ice cream and use of 

their freezer. 
 
Thank you to members of our congregations and 

friends of FLC who attended Pie in the Park and the 

french toast breakfast on Sunday. We thank each and 

everyone for your continuous support of MST! 
 
MST 2011 Members and their families, 
 
Levi Cottington, Brandon Findley, Tanner Eberling, 

Sara Mackedanz, Miranda Michaletz, Elijah Micha-

letz, Nicole Madsen, and Tyler Sommerfeld. 
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CONTACTS 

Rev. Bob Dahl 

firstsr@hutchtel.net 

Rev.Christa Forsythe 

firstap@hutchtel.net 

christaforsythe@hotmail.com 

Director of Education/Y&F 

Julie Dengerud 

firstyaf@hutchtel.net 

Church Secretary 

Sacia Matheson 

firstoffice@hutchel.net 

 

            QUESTIONS? 

         OFFICE: 320-693-2487 

     www.firstlitchfield.org  
Office Hours: 

M-Th 8:30am-12:30pm & 1:30pm-4:30pm 

Friday 9am-1pm 

Note: Staff Meetings are Wednesdays 
at 10:00am –11:30am 

Office will be locked at that time 
 

 

 

Our mission:  First  

Evangelical Lutheran 

Church exists to  

welcome people to faith 

in Jesus Christ; equip 

persons with a faith 

that works in real life; 

and send us in service 

into the world in  

Jesus’ name. 
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Leaving A Legacy that Lasts… 
MST USA Thanks Nesseth Endowment Fund 

 
19 high school students & 4 adults from FELC participated in the fourth MST USA trip July 24-29, 2011.  
It is the largest MST trips in 40 years! The forty year MST legacy birthed MST USA in 2005 and MST 
Costa Rica in 2007.  It all began in 1968 when Pastor Clifton Trued brought a vision to First Lutheran.  
At Pastor Trued’s previous parish, he had been involved in a mission study trip, and he brought that 
same idea to FELC.  The first Mission Study Tour was in 1970 to West Africa and Liberia.  Little did 
Pastor Trued know, but over forty years later that legacy continues… and has grown!  Since then 197 
youth have participated in the Mission Study/Service program and 8 more are headed to Brazil in 2012.  
FELC students and families have had life-changing experiences as they witnessed God’s creation, chil-
dren, and mission in places such as Israel, Russia, Greece, China, Thaliand, Indonesia, parts of 
Europe, Tanzania, Honduras, Vietnam, Australia, and Fiji.   
 
Another brother and sister in Christ had a vision that has had a similar legacy in terms of impacting the 
lives of numerous youth and families at First.  In 1989, Elmer and Julia Nesseth set up their estate to 
form the Nesseth Fund with a starting contribution of $54,525.68.  The Nesseth Fund was specifically 
designed to support a wide variety of faith growth opportunities for children and youth: choir, Bible 
camp, Mission Trips, Synod youth gatherings, and more. In 2010 alone these funds earned $1,750.  
Over recent years, the Nesseth Fund was used to support: the Extreme Makeover of the Sunday 
School classrooms in 2003 and 2009, Kingdom Company Choir, Kids of the Kingdom, Youth service 
trips and MST USA, engraving the baptismal faith chest plaques, Green Lake Bible Camp scholarships, 
and Middle School and High School youth gatherings.  Elmer and Julia also created a legacy that has 
stood the tests of time and has made a difference in many young peoples’ lives. 
 
This summer these two legacies came together in a beautiful picture of what God is up to here at First 
Lutheran as the Nesseth Fund provided significant support for the MST USA trip to Washington state in 
July.  Each of the 19 students was given $75 to help with the cost of the trip and four $200 scholarships 
were provided so that no child was hindered from going because of financial hardship.   
 
Endowment Team members, Renee Mahlow, John Hulterstrum, DeWayne Albright, and Bob Johnson 
stated, ―We are very pleased to see Christ working through our young people here at First Lutheran 
and want to encourage them to continue in their faith life.‖   
 
MST USA students will share about their trip briefly in worship on Sunday, July 31

st
 and will give a more 

in depth view of their trip at the MST USA Program on Monday, August 1
st
 at 7 PM in Chilstrom Hall.  

Please, join the team of 23 for dessert and a program with highlights from the trip.   
 
Special thanks to the Endowment Team and the Nesseth Fund for making such a difference in the lives 
of these 19 students and in the lives of all the FELC students going to Bible camp this summer. 

First Mission Study Trip 1970 

 Central Africa ~ Liberia 

Pastor Clifton Trued had a vision that became a forty+ 
year ministry and Elmer and Julia Nesseth had a vision 
that has helped hundred of children and youth in their 
faith development through the Nesseth Fund.  It’s amaz-
ing to see how three fellow children of God had a vision 
that turned into a life-changing legacy for so many peo-
ple.  What will your legacy be? 
 
For Elmer and Julia, their legacy was a financial endow-
ment that has grown to help hundreds of children.  In 
death, we often think of someone’s ―last will and testa-
ment.‖  However, our legacy has a lot more to do with 
who we are and how we live, as much as it is our pos-
sessions and financial legacy.  I can still tell you specif-
ics about my first grade school teacher, 5

th
 grade Sun-

day school teacher, 9
th

 grade mission trip chaperone, 
and 11

th
 grade boss, a carpenter.  All of them made a 

huge impact on my life, even at a young age.  Their leg-
acy in my life was financial in part.  My grade school 
teacher chose a profession that was not driven by fi-
nances.  My 5

th
 grade Sunday School teacher taught a 

creative lesson on giving even for 11 year olds.  
...continued on page 2 in Pastor  Christa’s column 

Meeker County Fair  

MST Food Stand 

August 3-7 
Stop by for delicious food while 

supporting MST 2012! 
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ON-LINE: firstlitchfield.org —- Check us out on the Web 
Please, pass on your feedback and input to Pastor Christa, Rick Fisher 

and Sacia Matheson our Web Team.  Look for Upcoming Events & Up-

dates and the addition of our monthly newsletter. 

 
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

 June through September 4th, 2011 
  

Saturday Worship is at 5:00 p.m. in Chilstrom Hall. 

Sunday Worship is at 9:00 am in the Sanctuary. 
 

Holy Communion will continue to be on 

the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month and every Saturday.  

 

Please, keep their  families and loved 

ones in your thoughts and prayers 

  

 

              From Pastor Bob 
 

Every summer, we are reminded of the power of 

nature.  Sometimes the reminders come more 

directly as was the case on the first day of this 

month when a nasty storm spread its damage for 

hundreds of miles in a path that spanned from 

Marshall to Litchfield and beyond in both direc-

tions.  The insurance industry has been known to 

label these events under the category “acts of 

God.”  It is another way of recognizing that things 

happen which are not under our control.  In the 

faith, however, we aren’t quick to lay it all in the 

lap of God.  In the New Testament, Jesus teaches about the one who 

built the house on sand as opposed to the one who built the house on 

rock.  The winds and rains came and we know the result.  The house 

built on rock withstood while the other house crumbled.  So it is that 

the teaching of the Lord describes how our decisions can play into the 

difficulties of disaster. 

 

Case in point… had Lois and I chosen brick for the front of our house 

rather than vinyl siding, we would not be looking at residing the entire 

front of our home in Marshall!  As is often the case for many of our 

decisions, we are too smart too late!  As that is so, we do not blame 

God.  We are extremely grateful that the damage was not worse and 

that our home remained habitable. 

 

In many ways, life is not as habitable as it used to be.  The storm of 

economic turmoil is not blowing through quickly.  The storms of war 

have seemed to be perpetual.  The storms of rift and division have torn 

at the fabric of unity in the church as well as in our halls of govern-

ment.  We are clear about these storms.  They are not acts of God.  

These are divisions resulting from our broken ways.  The storms inten-

sify as we largely ignore the New Testament teachings which make for 

peace and harmony.  Too often, we lean into the power of money, the 

power of military might and the power of position rather than the ser-

vant power so clearly lived and taught by Jesus.  As we are led by a 

Servant King, we are called to live as servant people.  This does not put 

us in the category of slaves.  It puts us instead in the company willing 

to give of ourselves for the honoring of the Lord we love and for the 

good of our neighbor even when our neighbor sees and does things a 

little differently than we.  In this willingness, the Lord God will guide 

us into a life more habitable! 

Leaving a Legacy that Lasts 
Continued from page 1… 
 
Linda, the mission trip chaperone, gave up a week of her 
vacation with her family to lead our trip to Dallas, Texas.  
Dick, my 11

th
 grade boss, was the first person to hire me 

for anything outside of family, and he took a gamble on me 
as his assistant while he made extraordinary hand-crafted 
furniture.   
 
Still their legacy also had much more to do with WHO they 
were and HOW they lived.  They made a difference in my 
life because they invested in me and because they were 
people who poured their lives out for others. 
 
What will your legacy be? 
 
You might not start a $50,000+ endowment like Elmer and Julia Nesseth, but 
you can add to what they started by giving to the Nesseth Fund as a thank you 
for their help with MST USA and Bible Camp and as a way to ―pass it on.‖  Your 
gift is a way to keep the Nesseth Fund here for another thirty years.   
 
Pastor Trued started a forty year tradition like MST, but it was continued be-
cause of people who came after him.  You can certainly make a huge difference 
in the lives of those around you.  Give your time, give your gifts or skills, give 
your prayers… give yourself – as your offering of thanks to God for all He has 
done for you --- and as your legacy to others.  
 
Christian artists, Casting Crowns, sing ―Lord, I give my life - A Living sacrifice - 
To reach a world in need - To be your hands and feet - So may the words I say 
- And the things I do - Make my lifesong sing - Bring a smile to you - Let my 
lifesong sing to You.‖  Let your life be your legacy!  May your lifesong SING to 
and of the One who loves you with a love that will never let you go! 
  
--- Pastor Christa 

Associate Pastor 

Pastor Christa 

  

FUNERALS 
 

   Wayne Zeppelin 

July 12, 2011 
 

 Dale Holler 

 July 14, 2011 

Interim Sr. Pastor 

Robert “Bob” Dahl 

Caring Visitors: will not be meeting in August. 

Check with Pastor Bob and watch for the new 

time and date for September in the bulletins. 

Join us and become a part of this wonderful min-

istry to our less mobile elderly members. This is a 

part of our Social Ministries team of FELC con-

tact Elaine Lenhard or Call the church office  

320-693-2487 

 
Kayla Pearson 

& 

Lance Brune 

 

Married at FELC  

On July 16, 2011 

 

Congratulations  

& 

Gods Blessings! 

ELW Hymnal Update: We have reached our goal of 
250! Thank you! Please consider special gifts/memorials for 
the purchase of accompaniment books & overflow hymnals. 
Look forward to using these beautiful cranberry hymnals in  

September!  

FELC Call Committee  

Update:   
Lisa Barto, Corey Cervin, Ali 
Danzeisen, Steve Dengerud, 
Vivian Graff, Everett Hantge, 
Jean Fischer, & Jerry Johnson 
(alternate) are all busy inter-
viewing candidates, please 
pray for each committee 
member, as they work 
through this process. 
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GLOBAL MISSIONS OFFERING 

Our Global Missions Offering for August: Operation 

Bootstrap Africa 

 

Associate Pastor 

Pastor Christa 

Time with Tom 
No more ‗Time with Tom‖ Yes that is cor-

rect, this is my last newsletter article 

for FELC. I am completing my last month 

of serving in this place as your intern 

pastor so I will no longer be submitting 

an article called ―Time with Tom‖. I have 

been here for twenty years and three 

months when you will be reading this. Kim 

and I have grown to love this church and 

the people in it. We were welcomed from our first day here 

and cared for whenever we needed caring for. We have had 

the privilege of sharing the good times with many of you, and 

we have had the honor of walking beside you in the hard 

times. Allowing us to share in your losses has been something 

we will hold dear for the remainder of our lives. Kim and I are 

so thankful to everyone who supported us in the last six years 

as we have been studying and preparing for a call to parish 

ministry. Your prayers and words of support and encourage-

ment have been felt by our entire family and we thank you for 

them all. We will hold a special place in our hearts for this 

place; First Evangelical Lutheran Church, and when we think 

about you in the future we will be proud to say we were mem-

bers for twenty years. Thank you for letting us share in the 

ministry with you as we have grown in Christ and have reached 

new levels of mission and outreach. The future looks wonder-

ful for FELC, and we know in our hearts you will go on and do 

many great things for the Gospel as Christ has commissioned 

you. We have not yet accepted a call as this paper is being 

written. So I may see you in the church pews, or around town 

from time to time and Kim will continue to be a business per-

son on Main Street Litchfield. Keep praying for us as you have 

been. I want to thank all the pastors I have had the privilege 

to serve with here. The lay leaders in all areas of this church 

have been supportive and Christ led and it was wonderful to 

be a part of your teams. My prayers are with you as you look 

for a new Sr. Pastor to take the helm, hold Pastor Christa up 

as a truly gifted child of God serving with such a wonderful 

spirit. Pastor Christa is truly a good friend and colleague with 

many gifts for this church, thank you for your ministry and 

guidance for me these last years we served together. Pastor 

Bob is a great interim for this time, and he will guide you on 

the path to your next adventure in ministry. Thank you Pastor 

Bob for your humor and support in these last months as a su-

pervisor in my faith walk. The congregation of FELC is a won-

derful welcoming group of faithful people, serving God in this 

place. Remember to take the seed that has been sown in you, 

out to the world, and become the sower of the word. Jesus 

loves this place, so go and love the people of the world as God 

first loved you. Good bye for now; Tom Evenson 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

is on line check it out and keep in 

touch every day with the daily 

calendar updates. This is an in-

teractive web page and without 

your input we don’t have an inter-

action. If you want a web page 

you need to be involved with your web page in order to 

make it work: Get plugged in on the web! From the web 

‘contact us’ page: Rick Fischer can help get you plugged in 

or call the church office 320-693-2487 email firstof-

fice@hutchtel.net 

  

FUNERALS 
 

   Wayne Zeppelin 

July 12, 2011 
 

 Dale Holler 

 July 14, 2011 

A special thank-you to the anonymous couple from First Lutheran 

Church that funded the purchase of a handicap switch on the east 

Narthex door. Members like you make things happen! THANK-YOU! 

Intern Pastor 

Tom Evenson 

August 2011 
 

We will be going to New London on Wednesday the 17th 
for a cruise around the lake area. Call Steve, Gary, 

Danny or Nathan for more information. 
Later this year we will be traveling to a museum in Al-

bertville Mn and lunch trips on Sunday afternoons. Keep 
watching for details as the team puts things together for 
us. Remember everyone is encouraged to come with us 

and a welcomed part of this unique ministry.  
On every other third Sunday of each month you can 

share or view items collected or restored by fellow mem-
bers of FELC. Join us and enjoy the hobbies of your 

brothers and sisters in Christ every month. 
 
 

Call Steve Kraushaar, Gary Cervin, 

Danny Nelson, Nathan Nelson. 

Or call the church office if you would like! 

Remember to bring your items the 3rd Sunday of each month 

on 

Restoration Sunday. 

693-2487 

email:firstoffice@hutchtel.net 

 
 

Restore us to thyself, O LORD  that we may be restored! Lamentations 

5:21 

  www.firstlitchfield.org 

  Financial Statement for First Lutheran Church 

    June 30, 2011 

 General Fund: 

  Income through JUNE 30,2011 $178,839 

  Expense through JUNE 30, 2011 $198,031 

  Balance as of JUNE 30,2011 -$19,191 

 

 Building Fund: 

  Update as of JUNE 30,2011 

  Balance on hand in Building Fund $46,431 

As you can tell from the June financial statement, our expense has exceeded our 

income thus far. Expenses have been following our 2011 financial plan (budget), 

our income however, has not. FELC is current on it’s expenses but, by doing this 

we have used all of our 2011 giving and continue to use the 2010 surplus. Our goal, 

as members of FELC should be to keep this surplus intact. It should be used for 

emergency purposes or large projects. This current pattern of giving is not a respon-

sible way of working with finances. Furthermore, we have goals beyond paying our 

expenses. Such as: 

 A new church sign 

 Office equipment/furniture 

 Repair to pews 

 PowerPoint display equipment for Contemporary Service 

 Expenses related to a new Senior Pastor 

 

Together  we can accomplish these goals AND stay within our 2011 financial plan! 

http://www.firstlitchfield.org
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WILLMAR        
SWIM DAY 

 

Thursday, August 18th 
11am-4:30pm 

 

Join us for a day of FUN in 

the SUN at the  

Willmar Water Park. 

Children under 6th grade 

need an adult.   

Sign Up in the  

Church Office 

for this great 

youth & family event!   

FLY: First Lutheran Youth  

High School Saturday Night ALIVE… 
 

Note: Change to Friday, this Month… 

Friday, August 19th 7-11 PM 
 

ALOHA NIGHT! 
 

 A special night of fun & farewell to 2011 Graduates who have made such a 

difference for HS ministry the last four years… 

 Meet at church at 7 PM in your best “Hawaiian garb” (optional) and pre-

pare for a  great night! 

 Bring digital cameras 

 Friends are welcome! 

 

                      See you on the 19th! 

 
20/20 CLUB Fall KICK-OFF 

LOOK FOR INFO 

In SEPTEMBER 
On the KICK-OFF of the next 

20/20 Club for 2010-2011 on 

Rally Day, September 11th 

KINGDOM COMPANY CHOIR 
Thursdays 3-4:45 PM, Sept-May 

For 1st-5th Graders 
Look for Info in the September News-
letter for Sign-Up Info & Start Dates 

Director: Katie Hulterstrum 

 

MST USA PROGRAM 
 

Monday, August 1st 7 PM 
 

Hear about the Yakama Native American Reservation Trip that 23 FLC 

members took part in July 24-29. An evening of dessert & a special pro-

gram hosted by the 19 High School students, as they share about all that 

God has done in and through them. 
 

All FELC members and guests are welcome! 

3  Year  Old  Sunday  School  Open House 
Attention:   all 3 year olds 

 

You and your parents are invited to an informational meeting to in-

troduce you to Sunday School.  Come and meet your teachers and 

find out what classrooms will be yours. 
 

Who:  Kids who will be 3 years old by Sept 1st 

When: Tues  August 23rd at 7pm 

Where: God’s Promise Land 

Why: Intro to Sunday School and teachers 
 

Contact Tama Fisher if you have any 

 questions at 221-4055 

 

Sunday School & Confirmation Service Projects: 

Lutheran World Relief (LWR) School Bags/Salvation Army School Supply 

Drive 
School Supply drive for the Sunday School and Confirmation Fall and Spring ser-

vice projects.  We fill school bags for Lutheran World Relief's school kits and do-

nate to the Meeker County Salvation Army School Supply Drive.  These school 

bags & kits make a difference in the lives of kids locally and throughout the 

world.  When you buy your own school supplies and share the gift of education 

with another child.  See insert in the newsletter for your “shopping list”. 

Members of FELC, 
Thank you for all the prayers 
and financial support we’ve 
received for our MST-USA 

Trip to Washington. We’d like 
to additionally thank the  

Nesseth Fund at FELC for  
providing us with financial 

support.  
2011 MST-USA  
Students: Kaitlynn Beighley, Ali Danzeisen, Car-
rissa DeFries, Emily Driver, Danielle Elam, Tiffany 
Husmann, Macie Manning, Karly Nelson, Carly 
Rose, Cheyenne Zeppelin, Kyle DeWolf, Tanner 
Eberling, Darik Hansen, Logan Hanson, Max Kap-
ing, Nick Lundin, Esteban Quale Trevino, John 
Spanos, and Alek Sparboe. Leaders: Tom Even-
son, Steph Hansen, Terry Driver and Becky Sook. 

HELP WANTED: guides/teachers for grades 

1-5 Sunday school are needed for the fall rota-

tion: September 18 — October 9th. Call the church 

office or Julie Dengerud @ 693-2040, if interested. 



Youth and Family —FLYPAPER   
Middle School & High School Youth Ministry  
Contact Pastor Christa anytime:  

FLC 693-2487; Cell 320-266-2344 

JAM / Confirmation  
For ‘11-’12 Incoming 8th, 9th, & 10th Graders... 

 

 

Calling All 8 th  ;raders£ 
 

Confirmation is about to begin!   

We can‘t wait for this next step in faith growth for you & your family. 

Mark your calendars for Wednesday, September 14th at 7PM 

for the Confirmation Parent/Student meeting. 

 

 Also, 8th grade parents, want to invest even more in yours and your child‘s 

faith life?  Consider becoming a Confirmation guide/small group leader.  Talk to 

Pastor Christa if interested. 

 

Confirmation Ministry ° 8 th -10th  Graders:  
 

Incoming 8th & 9th Graders: 

 Parent/Student Info Meeting – Wednesday, Sept. 14th 7 PM 

Incoming 10th Graders: 

 Parent/Student Info Meeting – Wednesday, Sept. 7th 7 PM 

 10th Grade Fall Confirmation Retreat: Saturday, Sept. 24th, more  

 details coming soon 

 Note: Confirmation Sunday is October 30th at the 10:45 AM Service 

 

Incoming 9th and 10th Graders: continue work on your Confirmation  

commitments if behind 

Confirmation Commitments: 20 Sermon Notes, 25 Service Hours, and 3  

Activity Points 

GREEN LAKE BIBLE 

CAMP 
 

For children, students, and par-
ents—we want to hear how your 

week of camp went.  
Do you have pictures from your 

time at camp? 
Any great memories to share? 

We want to highlight your camp 
experience in upcoming FLY 

pages, so call 
Or email the church office 

firstoffice@hutchtel.net 
 

For those still heading off to camp 
in August, have a great, 

life-changing week 
Full of fun & faith! 

P. 5 

Milestone Ministry:  
 

3 Yr Old Bibles Ł Sunday, Sept. 11th  
 

 Calling all 3 year olds and parentsé come to worship on 
Sept. 11 th , Rally Sunday, and receive your 3 year old Bible.  This is also 

your first day of Sunday School ï so let us pray for you and celebrate this 

milestone with you!  

 Special Note: Please note that there is only ONE worship service on the 

11 th  at 10:30 AM  

 

8th Graders Ł Welcome to Confirmation   
 

 Sunday, September 25 th  ï your confirmation journey begins!  Come to 

worship at either service on Sunday, Sept. 25 th  and we will say a special 

prayer for your growth in faith throughout confirmation.  

Youth & Family Ministry ð Dreams & Visions Night 
Tuesday, August 9th 7 PM 

 
  For any & all interested MS & HS youth and parents ðAND-  
parents of grade school kids 
 

  Itõs a night to evaluate our Youth & Family Ministryé revamp 
whatõs needed, re-energize whatõs working well, and dream big about 
various aspects of our Youth and Family Ministries 

        August mst 2012 meeting  
 

            Monday, August 1 

        At 6:00 PM 

                  Fair set-up at the      

church will also happen at 

this time 

MYSTERY BOX in worship 

Every Week… 
Come to church & come up for the chil-

dren‘s message. Take home the mys-

tery box for your chance to ―Stump 

the Pastor‖ by putting a surprise ob-

ject in the box that you bring the next 

week and the Pastor has to do a mes-

sage based on that object. Join us! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
35 students and adults from First 
Lutheran and Zion Lutheran went 
to Valley Fair, July 14th.  We had a 
great day of fun on rides and in the 
water park.  Thanks to the group of 
30 from 4-H who partnered with 
us on the bus.  Special thanks to 
Dawn Michaletz for driving the 
bus and to leaders: Pastor Christa; 
Breanne Royer, youth minister 
from Zion; and adult leaders: Jen-
n i fe r  Hanso n  and  T racy 
Quale.  What a great day of sum-
mer fun!!! 



Council Highlights/Teams 

P. 6 

 

Church Council Minutes: 

 First Lutheran Church, Litchfield, MN 

 Tuesday, June 21, 2011, 7pm 

Our Mission:   

“FLC exists to Welcome people to faith in Jesus Christ; Equip persons 

with a faith that works in real life; and Send us in service into the 

world in Jesus’ name.” 

Council Membership Present: 

2012:    Rick Fischer, Elaine Lenhard 

2013:   Dean Elam, Amy Nelson,  

2014:   Rick Sandry, Joel Michaletz, Chuck Eberhard 

Opening the Meeting:       

Devotions by Joel Michaletz 

Next months Devotions: Amy Nelson 

Secretary Report: Motion made by Chuck Eberhard to Accept with corrections; Joel Michaletz Seconded Motion; Accepted 

Treasurer Report: Motion made by Rick Sandry to Accept; Elaine Lenhard Seconded Motion;  

Accepted.  Report placed on file. 

Conducting the Business: 

Items: 

1. Properties Committee- Church Sign Update: 

Approximately $5000.00 has been set aside for the funding of this project; total costs are estimated at $15,000.00- $20,000.00. 

2. Paint Church – Cement Work: 

Painting is on the agenda; weather permitting.  Cement work is on hold until fall.  

3.  Handicap Door Update: 

Door is in and functioning well.  Purchase of door switch was anonymously donated by a couple from FELC; the Church 

stands ready to pay electrical invoice. 

4. Preschool Contract: 

Lease agreement is the same as last year; no increase in rate.  Motion made by Chuck Eberhard to accept; Rick Sandry Sec-

onded Motion; Accepted. 

5.  Pastors’ Party: 

 This is a work in progress. No comments at this time.    

6. Hymnal Update: 

Changing Daily! Currently we have received donations to purchase 171 hymnals with 30 additional Hymns donated by the 

Senior Choir. 

7. Defibrillator Update: 

 No updates at this time; Andrea Michels is working on and will give updates at a later date. 

8. Joe Berube, Sr. Replacement: 

Rick Fischer to ask Deann Elj if she would be willing to carry out remainder of Joe’s term for the current year.   

9. Pastor’s Comments: 

 

Pastor Christa:  

 Commented that she will be working Part time the month of June and returning to ¾ time in July.  Pastor Christa has ex-

pressed that her Maternity leave has been a blessing.  

 Many Thanks to Pastor Tom and Pastor Bob, Holly Cottington and Laura Hulterstrum and Martha Christensen with VBS. 

 Meeting with Confirmation guides; changes to program being discussed. 

 MST USA Trip is up & coming quickly.  There are 19 students and 4 adults attending.  Financial aid to be provided on an 

“as needed” basis for those who have been unable to meet the allotted obligations.  There will be several upcoming oppor-

tunities to help with fundraising efforts including the opportunity to “buy stock” to benefit individuals attending. 

 

Intern Pastor Tom: 

 Intern Pastor Tom will be attending the MST USA Trip.   

 His final day in the Pulpit is July 10th.  His last day of service will be the weekend of July 29th.  

 Many Thanks for all of the support and Training as a Lay Minister, Team Programs and Intern Pastor.   

 Intern Pastor Tom’s commitment is and has been a Blessing to the Congregation of First Lutheran Church.   

 Discussion regarding the consideration for  Intern Pastor Tom to be compensated with full time pay for the last two weeks 

of July – this will be presented to the Personnel Committee for further discussion and consideration. 

 

Pastor Bob: 

 Express Gratitude and Appreciation to Intern Pastor Tom and his Service to First Lutheran Church. 

 SWMN Synod Convention was very moving.  Stewardship plan to unfold in the fall; Facilitate & Strengthen transition 

phase; more to come. 

 Radio Spots: Calls have been made and a proposal to be reviewed. There is the opportunity for a one time per week slot 

open on Wednesday mornings.  This will be for a time of reflection; more to come in July. 

 Pastor Bob to take vacation time after the 4th of July and again at the end of July for his Nephew’s wedding. 

 Pastor Bob and his wife Lois have made the decision to take their house off the market at this time. 

 Call Committee update: Meeting with Pastor Linda was delayed; The Call Committee is planning and practicing.  Their 

intention is to interview all candidates within one week.  The Committee is working well together.  Profiles are to be re-

viewed and discussed at next meeting. 

 Directory: Initial review has been made.  A list of persons to call has been formed; calls are to be made once a form letter 

has been established to be used while making these calls. The possibility of a list to be published in the Newsletter and or 

Church Bulletin was discussed. 

Closing the Meeting:        

Dates to Remember: 

Memorial Service for Myrtle Engebretson 

MST USA Trip July 24th – 29th 

MST USA Fundraising Efforts! 

Meeker County Fair Dates August 3rd – 7th 

Pastor’s Party is July 17th 

Next Team Meetings – July 5th 

Next Council Meeting – July 19th 

 

 

 

 
―GOD’S WORK. 

OUR HANDS.‖ 

FOOD SHELF 

DONATIONS 
The shopping cart will remain 

in the narthex for your non 

perishable donations for the 

Food Shelf.  The needs are 

great within our community 

and your contributions are 

greatly appreciated. 

        —  Social Ministry Team 

First Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Council 

  2011 

PRESIDENT: Mark Bredeson 

VICE PRESIDENT: Rick Fischer 

SECRETARY: Amy Nelson 

TREASURER: Chuck Eberhard 

 
TEAM REPRESENTATIVES: 

   Christian Education:  

      Deann Elj 

   Youth & Family: 

      Rick Fischer 

   Stewardship & Finance:  

      Joel Michaletz 

      Chuck Eberhard, 

      Sacia Matheson    

    Social Ministry:  

      Elaine Lenhard 

  Evangelism: 

      Andrea Michels 

   Endowment/Memorial:  

      Renee Mahlow 

   Property: 

      Rick Sandry 

      Dean Elam 

   Worship & Music: 

       Amy Nelson 

 Personnel: 

    Chuck Eberhard 

     Mark Bredeson 

             

PROGRAM STAFF 
 Interim Senior Pastor  

 Robert Dahl 

 Associate Pastor 

 Christa Forsythe 

 Christian Education Director 

 Julie Dengerud 

 Financial Secretary 

 Jeanne Hoyer 

 Bookkeeper 

 Sacia Matheson 

 

Prayer Requests: 

Sunshine! 

Joe Berube, Sr. for safety 

MST USA Team 

All the families with Newborns 

 

Adjourn   

Respectfully Submitted, 

Amy Nelson 
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RECYCLE CARDS 

Just a reminder to all – we do recycle cards for all 

occasions, Christmas, Birthday, etc., here in the 

church office all year.  Just bring in your used cards 

and drop them in the box under the office table.   

NOTES OF THANKS… 
Thank you for all the birthday wishes on July 
3rd, during coffee hour.  

God bless you all. 
Delores Lundin 

 
Thank you to everyone who has been praying 
for healing for Clarence during his long illness. 
He is somewhat better now, but not quite 
healthy yet. Also, thank you for praying for me 
as well. God has been with us through all of 
this. Thank you to all three Pastors for all the 
concern and visits. Thanks to Jack Decker and 
Gary Smith for volunteering to drive Clarence to 
some of his appointments. Just knowing we are 
surrounded by caring people helps a lot.  

Thank you all. 
Clarence & Lola Schlenner 

 
Thank you to everyone at First Lutheran who 
thought of me on my graduation and who at-
tended my open house party.  I really appreci-
ate all of the kind thoughts and words from eve-
ryone here at First Lutheran.  I would also like 
to thank the quilters who made every graduate 
a quilt.  Your time and dedication to this mile-
stone is greatly appreciated and I will treasure 
the quilt you gave me forever.  Thank you First 
Lutheran for supporting me and encouraging 
me throughout this first chapter of my life.  I ask 
everyone to keep me in your thoughts and 
prayers as I open a new chapter in my life and 
continue on my jouney in the pursuit of my ca-
reer as a teacher at St. Cloud State Univer-
sity.  Without the support from my church eve-
rything would be nearly impossible.  Thank you 
so much for the impact you have made in my 
life!  I will still be dedicated to First Lutheran 
and plan on being involved as much as I have 
or more throughout college and the rest of my 
life. 
  
With Much Appreciation and Love, 
  
Ali Danzeisen 
 

 
 

       MEMORIALS AND MONETARY GIFTS    
      

A MONETARY GIFT was given to the General Fund in celebration of Dean & Marlys Elam’s 

50th Wedding Anniversary by Dorothy Euerle. 

A MONETARY GIFT was given to the Kingdom Company in memory of Lynette Stopperan by 

her daughter, Karla & Rocky Hyberger. 

A MONETARY GIFT was given to the New Church Sign in honor or Dean & Marlys Elam’s 

50th Wedding Anniversary by Charlie & JoAnn Lindstrom. 

A MONETARY GIFT was given for the purchase of a handicap door switch by an anonymous 

couple from FELC. 

A MONETARY GIFT was given to Sunday School in memory of Chris Hawes by Karen Zoller. 

MONETARY GIFTS were given to the General Fund in memory of Myrtle Engebretson Hut-

chins by John & Linda Miller, Bud & Darlene Miller, Boyd & Connie Anderson, Gertrude Seidl, 

Marcelyn Radunz, Dorothy Euerle, Luella Anderson, Mr. & Mrs. Carl Hovey, and Bev Johnson. 

A MONETARY GIFT was given to the General Fund in memory of Wayne Zeppelin by 

DeWayne & Iona Albright. 

 

A MONETARY GIFT WAS GIVEN TO THE ELW HYMNAL FUND  in celebration of our 

50th Wedding Anniversary by Dean & Marlys Elam; in memory of Darrel Bjur by Joyce Bjur; in 

memory of Myrtle Engebretson Hutchins by DeWayne & Iona Albright; in memory of Kenneth L. 

Nelson and Harry & Irene Nelson by Beverly Nelson; in honor of children and grandchildren by 

Richard & Carol Heath; in memory of loved ones by Vern and Lil Madson; in memory of hus-

band, Dr. Frederick Schnell by Jean Schnell; in memory of parents by Richard & Doris Birke-

meyer; in memory of husband, Ronald Johnson, by Elois Johnson; by Emily Carlson; in memory 

of Merlyn E. Wrage and Warren D. Helstrom by Dean & Stacy Helstrom; in memory of Raymond 

“Bud” Nordquist, Elmer & Amy Lindstrom,  Hjalmer & Elsie Hokanson, and in honor of Pastor 

Daniel Buendorf and Audrey Nordquist  by Don and Mary Hokanson; in honor of our 56th Wed-

ding Anniversary, July 16th by Carl & Sylvia Baumgartner; in memory of Harry Swanson by 

Marilyn Swanson; in memory of parents and infant child by Clarence & Lola Schlenner; by Kari 

Christopherson; by Winton & Kristine Nelson; in appreciation of FELC by Interim Pastor Bob & 

Lois Dahl; by Arloueen VanOrt; in memory of loved ones by John & Jo Carlson; in honor of In-

terim Pastor Bob Dahl’s 40th year of ordination, and in memory of Gerrie Kadelbach by Bob Ka-

delbach; in memory of Sgt. Eugene Kronbeck by Russell & Shirley Kronbeck;  in honor of In-

terim Pastor Bob Dahl’s 40th year of ordination, and Intern Pastor Tom Evenson’s graduation by 

the Tim & Sacia Matheson Family and in memory of Walt Kuehl by Willard & Diane Maahs. 

Thanks to the following 

women who made the beau-

tiful quilts for Intern Pastor 

Tom & Pastor Bob: 

 

Doris Birkemeyer 
Beverly Nelson 

Arloueen Van Ort 
Marilyn Swanson 

Lillie Oeltjenbruns 

Delores Lundin 
 

Your thoughtfulness is much 

appreciated! 

God Bless, 

FELC Church Council 

 

Thank you to everyone that stayed for the 

brunch celebration for Pastor Bob and Intern Pas-
tor Tom on Sunday July 17

th
. Your warm words of 

congratulations and blessing are received in the 
spirit in which they were given. Kim and I would 
like to thank you for the many cards and gifts 
(gifts which you were not supposed to give), we 
will be making a contribution to the MST USA 
Washington group, to ensure each student will 
reach their goal of fund raising for this wonderful 
trip thanks to you. The well wishes for our future 
ministry and continued prayers are appreciated, 
God bless this church and thank you all for shar-
ing that time with us. 
 

Tom and Kim Evenson 
 
2 Cor. 13:11 Finally, Brothers and Sister, Fare-
well Put things in order, listed to my appeal, 
agree with one another, live in peace; and the 
God of love and peace will be with you. 

 

An Abundance of Thanks!  

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace£ 

       Galatians 5:22 
 
Dear Council and Congregation, 
 
Thanks so much for making my ­40th® such 
a memorable time! The quilt, the flowers, the 
meal, the kind words£all very much appre-
ciated! It has been and continues to be a 
blessing to work, serve and partner in your 
midst! All of my family felt so very welcomed 
by everyone. They were greatly impressed 
by that wonderful First Lutheran spirit of 
warmth! My sister-in-law, Doris said, ­I 
could move in there right now!!® So, we all 
thank you for your truly wonderful ways! 
   
   In Christ,  
   Pastor Bob 

 
 

Erika Gartner 
2011-2012  

Miss Litchfield 
 

Ali Danzeisen 
Queen Candidate  

 
We are proud of you! 
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PLEASE RECYCLE 

AUGUST 1 
Pauline Collins 
Kim Evenson 
Michael Hemingway 
Kyle Kramer 
Cindy McKechney 
Douglas Nelson 
Matthew Shoultz 
AUGUST 2 
Brian Boll 
Alexa Desens 
Austin Elj 
Elicia Graff 
Nicholas Lundin 
Kayla Schrum 
Gertrude Seidl 
AUGUST 3 
Kimberly Herzog 
Joseph Thiele 
AUGUST 4 
Kelly Caldwell 
Donald Hokanson 
Makenna Holtz 
Karla Kadelbach 
Monty Nelson 
Tyler Sommerfeld 

AUGUST 14 
Heidi Evenson 
Derek Fruetel           
Dennis Hanson 
Gregory Johnson 
Karl Lundin 
Jenny Miller-Tiedt 
Winton Nelson 
Tamara Nordby 
AUGUST 15 
Kristin Dollerschell 
Diane Maahs 
Karla Rick 
AUGUST 16 
DeWayne Albright 
Robert Buck 
Idell Kadelbach 
Amy Olson 
Nicholas Steinhaus 
AUGUST 17 
Opal Allen 
Alison DeWolf 
Angie Fruetel 
Melissa Hoffmann 
Sandra Johnson 
AUGUST 18 
Audrey Carlson 
Derek Fruetel 
Kipp Kleinschmidt 
Brian Koehn 
Daris Nordby 

AUGUST 19 
Alexander Draeger 
Kurt Shoultz 
AUGUST 20 
Sylvia Baird 
Noah Hanson 
AUGUST 21 
Mary Desens 
Sandra Hickman 
Kimberly Oliver 
Terry Thomsen 
AUGUST 22 
James Alsleben 
Kaylee Kelly 
Laurie Koehn 
AUGUST 23 
Tristen Eberling 
Marilyn Stall 
AUGUST 24 
Evan Holtz 
Linda Langmo 
Scott Stradtmann 
AUGUST 25 
Shannon Asmus 
Danny Estrada 
Janell Haiwick 
Wendy Halverson 
Trevor Isaacson 
Tyler Majchrzak 
Brandon Stille 
Melissa Voigt 

AUGUST 30 
Brandon Burdick 
Amy Sherwood 
Nathan Voigt 
AUGUST 31 
Kayla Housman 
Ricky Schutz 
 

 

First News 
is a monthly publication of 
 

First Evangelical 

Lutheran Church  

703 S. Sibley Ave. 

Litchfield, MN 55355 
 

Please send submissions to:  

The Church Office by August 15th 
 

For the NEXT ISSUE: September 2011  

firstoffice@hutchtel.net 

AUGUST 5 
Sacia Matheson 
Gordon Burdick 
Judith Groskreutz 
Cody Linder 
Helen Nagorski 
Henry Weimer 
AUGUST 6 
Jeffrey Baalson 
Steven Durkee 
Lola Schlenner 
Teresa Stille 
AUGUST 7 
Douglas Desens 
Darlene Klabunde 
Gary Pater 
AUGUST 8 
Paulette Biermann 
Stephanie Herzog 
Ariel Klapotz 
Susan Lemmer 
Antonia Read 
Daniel Walberg 

AUGUST 9 
Michael Boyle 
Megan Larson 
Gerald Lewerenz 
Kathy Lotzer 
Trinity Meyer 
Abbigal Thoma 
AUGUST 10 
Wendy Hickman 
Sean Koehn 
AUGUST 11 
Gayle Madsen 
Katie Pollock 
Dylan Schutz 
Patricia Westphall 
Donald Worden 
AUGUST 12 
Kyle Baker 
Darlene Henkelman 
Jeffrey Holmberg 
Rochelle Johnson 
Dylan Madsen 
Evan Matheson 
Melanie Rogalla 
AUGUST 13 
Sue Fenton 
Jennifer Hanson 
Jason Isaacson 
Aubrae Maxwell 
Kaenon Maxwell 
Marty Reeves 
Paula Sikkila 
George Ulrick 

AUGUST 26 
Cody Beavers 
Lowell Goodrich 
Angel Hernandez 
Nicole Madsen 
Christopher Nistler 
Barbara Vannurden 
Eleanor Worden 
AUGUST 27 
Stuart Busse 
Kaitlyn Majchrzak 
AUGUST 28 
Stacy Fenner 
Daniel Klapotz 
AUGUST 29 
Michael Boll 
Nathan Harvego 
Kole Herzog 
Larry Radunz 
Karlyn Sackett 

 August 

15th 

Women of the ELCA & August Birthdays 

Act Boldly 
Remember: During the summer months we ask that 

you put extra change in the ―Act Boldly‖ offering 

box and then during the fall months we ask you to 

return it to the church where it will be sent on to 

the Women of the ELCA for its mission work. 

   Women of the ELCA 

 
Save The Date 

2011 Lucia 
Breakfast 
will be held 
Saturday,  

December 10th. 

 

MOVIE NIGHT  

  

SATURDAY, AUGUST 20  

 

6:15 P.M.  

 

HOLY WORD THEATER  

 

FEATURINGé 

 

ñCaptains Courageousò 

 

Harvey Cheyne Jr. is a spoiled rich boy trav-

eling on a luxury liner when he accidentally 

falls overboard into the Atlantic Ocean. For-

tunately, the crew of a fishing boat rescues 

him. When the captain of the ship refuses to 

take him back to land, Harvey is forced to 

work for his keep. What he learns from the 

captain and the crew changes his life.  

 

ðHalmark Entertainment  

 

August 11 
WELCA 

Fun Event  

Dinner & Theatre   in-

Hutchinson   

Optional Dinner at Zella’s 

Carpool from church at 4:30pm 

Or at 5:45pm if just attending the 

performance 

Sign up  

in church offic
e 

Our July meeting was held jointly with Zion Lutheran Church. We were the guests of the 

Zion ladies for a picnic lunch. The guest speaker was Connie Lounsburg, writer and edi-

tor. She spoke on the topic of “How God Speaks to Ordinary People”. A brief meeting 

was conducted following the program. The June secretary and treasurer reports were re-

viewed and approved. WELCA has been asked if they would be willing to donate the 

new ELW altar book, to be used on the church altar. The cost would be $140.00 plus 

shipping. Motion was made and seconded to purchase the hymnal. Motion passed. Infor-

mation on our “Fun Day” next month to Zella’s and the play “Gypsy” was discussed. 

Meeting adjourned. 

Secretary Pro Tem, 

Marilyn Swanson 


