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            QUESTIONS? 

         OFFICE: 320-693-2487 

     www.firstlitchfield.org  
Office Hours: 

M-Th 8:30am-12:30pm & 1:30pm-4:30pm 

Friday 9am-1pm 

Note: Staff Meetings are Wednesdays 
at 10:00am –11:30am 

Office will be locked at that time 
 

 

 

Our mission:  First  

Evangelical Lutheran 

Church exists to  

welcome people to faith 

in Jesus Christ; equip 

persons with a faith 

that works in real life; 

and send us in service 

into the world in  

Jesus’ name. 
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Yes, there has been some rather quiet talk and stirring in the background for several 

weeks.  This wasn’t done in order to deny the congregation information.  It was done in-

stead so that we wouldn’t start talking about ―Second Mile September‖ until we knew if 

the plan was one that our Stewardship Team and Church Council wanted to adopt.  That 

consideration has now been given and we are very pleased to let everyone know about this 

wonderful opportunity.   
 

September has been designated as the month when we will do our best to work the plan. 
 

The plan is this:  We will meet what we label as ―first mile giving‖ when our offerings for 

the month total $24,500.00.  We arrived at that figure out of the fact that this has been our 

average September giving over the past four years.  The ―second mile‖ comes together in 

two segments.  Segment one encourages the membership to give an additional $10,000.00 

in the month of September.  Segment two emerges from the fact that ten benefactors in the 

congregation have agreed to match, on a two to one ratio any and all of that $10,000.00 

amount.  So, every dollar given after the base figure of $24,500 will generate another 

two dollars.  That means if we can reach the full amount of that $10,000.00 figure, the ad-

ditional giving for the month of September would total $30,000.00!  That would put the 

congregation into a position of strength for the transition expense that comes with calling a 

new pastor.  It would also provide the way for projects long planned and in process to be 

completed (new church sign and upgrade in office furnishings). 
 

This is a wonderful opportunity to realize a very timely boost just when needed.  All we 

ask in the month of September is that everyone do their best.  There will be no pressure 

speeches during the month with messages of ―almost there‖.  We will simply continue to 

encourage everyone to keep on doing their best and, on the first Sunday of October, we 

will announce the results of our best efforts.  Should we fully meet the challenge, we 

would give thanks.  Should we partially meet the challenge, we would give thanks. 
 

We are confident that everyone will see this as the opportunity that it is.  We answer the 

call to be as generous as we can and see results that trigger even more giving. 

 

Our thanks and appreciation to the anonymous benefactors who have agreed to do this out 

of their love for the Lord and appreciation for this congregation.  They know they have 

been blessed and are hoping in this way to bring an even greater increase in blessing! 
 

Welcome to ―Second Mile September‖.  We simply ask and pray that you ―do your best.‖ 

   FELC Church Picnic 

 

  Sunday, September 11th, 2011  
11:30 am 

The Evangelism and Hospitality teams cordially invite all members to the annual 
church picnic. Come and enjoy great company and good food. Picnic style food will be 

served, along with an Ice Cream "Sunday" Bar for you to create your own Sundaes. 

Everyone is encouraged to attended. 
 



Servant Quarters 
Staff Reports“  
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ON-LINE: firstlitchfield.org —- Check us out on the Web 
Please, pass on your feedback and input to Pastor Christa, Rick Fisher 

and Sacia Matheson our Web Team.  Look for Upcoming Events & Up-

dates and the addition of our monthly newsletter. 

Concerns about Second Mile  

September? 
 

Second Mile September is something new.  

With ―things new‖ there also comes the phrase, 

―Sounds good, but…‖ 

 

One such concern would be, ―but people will    

just give less later on!‖  In the church, we call 

that ―robbing Peter to pay Paul.‖  We hope that doesn’t hap-

pen, and it won’t happen as we catch on to the encouragement 

that is intended.  It isn’t second mile giving at all if we give up 

on the first mile for the months that follow.  Our encourage-

ment is to participate as best you can and our trust is that you 

will not rob Peter (the months to come) in order to pay Paul 

(second mile September giving)!  If you understood that this 

might be a way in which to respond, we would encourage you 

to let others take care of ―Second Mile September.‖  In no way 

does your stewardship committee want to undermine future 

giving. 

 

Another concern might be that this ranks with ―Brother Love’s 

Traveling Salvation Show‖!  In other words, we aren’t so sure 

about the method.  To that we can only say we are being as 

straightforward as possible.  There are folks who have been 

blessed and they are wanting to use their blessings to encour-

age others unto greater giving.  We know we have room to 

grow in our giving and this is an effort to help stimulate that 

growth.  It all appears to be consistent with that teaching of 

Jesus which reads, ―Let your light so shine before others that 

they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in 

Heaven.‖  Our hope and prayer is that it will come together in 

the spirit of giving glory to our Father in Heaven! 

 

         

Intentional Connections… 
  

As we gear up for Fall, many changes are happening all around 

us.  As Labor Day weekend approaches, we realize that summer 

is truly done.  Even by mid August, we’ve begun to shift gears 

as fall looms around the corner.  For some of us, this holds ex-

citement and anticipation as children start Kindergarten, move 

up to a new grade, or even head off for college, work, or the 

military.  For others, we approach Fall with some sadness to see 

the summer months disappear.  Fall brings a mixture of appreci-

ation for schedules and routines and a longing for the carefree 

nature of summer. 
 

Here at First Lutheran, we are also shifting gears.  The Call 

Committee has been hard at work interviewing potential Senior 

Pastor Candidates and seeking God’s discernment.  Sunday 

School and Confirmation teachers, guides, and shepherds are in full gear for Rally 

Sunday & beyond.  Our adult Bible studies and circles are back in gear.  And, this 

month we seek to offer God our best in relation to our resources, as we try to meet 

the 2nd Mile September Challenge.  This is a month when we recommit to regular 

ministries and organizations. 
 

As we shift gears and as we seek to do our best, another aspect of stewardship 

plays a role.  Stewardship is how we live our lives as faithful stewards of all God 

has first given us – ourselves, our time, our possessions, and our talents & gifts.  

Time is the one area often left by the wayside, particularly in terms of balance of 

time.  We spend so much time with work, school, family, keeping up our homes, 

taking care of children and grandchildren, etc.  Yet, how much time do we set 

apart each day or week for God? 
 

On the MST USA mission trip this past July, our team of 23 regularly practiced 

setting aside time for God, through daily ―Quiet Time‖ with God.  They connected 

daily with God through Scripture, Prayer, and Study.  For many of us, daily quiet 

time and prayer is already a regular part of our daily and weekly routine.  Howev-

er, there are many more that long for that, but have a hard time finding or making 

the time for it.   

 

Throughout the eight years that I lived in St. Paul, MN – one primary thing was 

crucial to my faithfulness in daily connecting with God.  Her name is Natalie, and 

she was my accountability/prayer partner.  She and I met faithfully for eight years 

ever week (then every other week once kids were in the picture).  God used Na-

talie to keep me honest and faithful in my time with Him and for family.  We met 

and talked about life, faith, and our joys and challenges.  Then we asked for pray-

er in relation to certain concerns or goals in our life.  Throughout the week, I 

knew that in addition to my prayers to God, Natalie was faithfully praying for me.  

Whether the goal was more time with God, concerns for my family or husband, or 

leading a healthier life – I knew that Natalie was lifting me up in prayer, just as I 

was praying for her.  Plus – my weekly or bi-monthly meetings with her kept me 

honest in relation to God, family, and my goals. 
 

So, First Lutheran brothers and sisters in Christ --- how about you?  Anyone need 

a jumpstart for more intentional time with God?  Do you want a brother or sister 

in Christ to encourage you along the way and pray for you?  Then consider com-

ing to a meeting on Sunday, September 25th at 10 AM or Thursday, September 

29th at noon to explore having a prayer/accountability partner. 
 

Whether this appeals to you or not, consider setting aside time for God in the 

midst of life this fall.  .  We are shifting gears with the fall schedules – why not 

shift gears in regards to your time with your Creator.  I encourage you to re-

commit to intentionally connect with God.  Set your watch or phone to beep on 

the hours as a reminder of prayer.  Turn off your car radio and have some God 

time.  Set aside part of your breakfast or lunch routine to connect with God.  As 

we strive to do our best in faith and life and stewardship – why not also seek 

time with the One who loves us with a love that will never let us go.  Blessings 

on the journey! – Pastor Christa   

Associate Pastor 

 Christa Forsythe 

   Holy Baptism 

 

Levi Scott Hickman 

Parents: Steve Hickman 

       and Joy Seidel 
 

 August 13, 2011 

 Sponsors:  

Tayna Ambriz  

and Juan Ambriz 

 

Sing and Ring unto the Lord a New Song” 

                                            Invitation to All Singers and Ringers: 
 

                               The fall kick-off will be a combined Bell Choir &      
Senior Choir Potluck on Wednesday, September 7, 

2011 at 6:30 p.m. in Chilstrom Hall.  
                      The food schedule will be as follows: 

 
hotdish – sopranos and some altos 
salad – men and some extras 
dessert – bell ringers not in choir  

 
You will be called with specifics, but anyone 

wanting to come, please know you are welcome!! Everyone please bring 
your own dishes, silverware and cups. Coffee, bread, and lemonade will 

be provided.  
Rehearsal Schedule 
Sr. Choir – Wednesday, September 14th at 7:00 p.m. in the church  
balcony 
Bell Choir –Wednesday, September 21st at 5:30 p.m. in Chilstrom Hall 

You are invited and most welcome to come and Sing & Ring at FELC! 

      As Ever, Bea 

 

 

Interim Senior 

Pastor Bob Dahl  



   

           Churchwide 
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GLOBAL MISSIONS OFFERING 

Our Global Missions Offering for September: Global 

Health Ministries 

MST 2012 
   Upcoming Events… 

 

Come out to Steffes Auctioneers  (South Hwy 

22) on Sept. 24 for the  “Love Without 

Boundries” flea market & craft fair starting at 

8AM. MST 2012 will be having a food stand 

at this event. Thank you for supporting MST 

2012. 
 

MST Rummage Sale is Saturday, October 8th. 
 

MST 2012 will be having a Time & Talent Auction in February 

2012. More details to come. For more information call Dawn Doty 

at 320-444-2222. 

Associate Pastor 

 Christa Forsythe 

A special thank you to John & Joan Sommerfeld for donating materi-

als  needed to install a sidewalk rail for our east Narthex entrance. 

This will be much appreciated this winter when the sidewalk tends to 

 be slippery. 

  Financial Statement for First Lutheran Church 

              July 31, 2011 

 General Fund: 

  Income through JULY 31,2011 $209,144 

  Expense through JULY 31, 2011 $226,730 

  Balance as of JULY 31, 2011 -$17,585 

 

 Building Fund: 

  Update as of JULY 31 , 2011 

  Balance on hand in Building Fund $47,698 

Thankful for the stewards of FELC… 
We’ve had a busy summer! Some of this buzz is due to property im-

provements, equipment upgrades, gearing up for Sunday School, 

looking forward to using the ELW hymnal, calling a new pastor, up-

dating membership roles, MST 2012, MST-USA trip to Washing-

ton..etc. Getting these things accomplished is primarily due to volun-

teerism. As members and staff of this congregation, we are most 

thankful for all that you do! Please be assured that when you are giv-

ing your time to the ministry of this place, you are greatly appreciat-

ed, and should feel blessed by the good deeds you are providing.  

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus encourages us to pray alone and do 

acts of service for God’s eyes only, and not for thanks from peers.  So 

many of you have that heart, yet we give thanks to God for your acts 

of service to others and to this church family.  Many thanks! 

 

        LIBRARY NEWS 
 
 

We will be open Sundays starting Sep-
tember 11th from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 
a.m. during the Sunday School hour. 
We have many new books for adults, 

teens, and children and would like to see you stop in 
and browse! 

FELC Call Committee  

Update:   

 

 We have completed the first round of interviews and 
are now finalizing plans for a round of second inter-
views. We appreciate all the prayers and support we 
have received from everyone as we work towards our 
goal of finding the right partner in ministry for us.  
 

Lisa Barto, Corey Cervin, Ali Danzeisen, Steve 

Dengerud, Vivian Graff, Everett Hantge, Jean Fischer, 

& Jerry Johnson 

 

       Fall Worship Schedule 
 

Saturday, Sept 3 ñ 

5:00 pm Worship with Holy Communion 

Sunday, Sept 4ñ 

9:00 am Worship with Holy Communion & 2nd Mile 

September Kick-off & Retiring of green LBW Hymnals 

 

Sunday, Sept 11th ñ Rally Day & Congregational Picnic 

9:30 am Sunday School Kick-Off & Coffee Hour 

òRally Dayó -Sunday School Registration 

10:30 am All Congregation Worship Service  

3 Year Old Milestone ñ 3 year olds receive their bibles 

11:30 am Congregational Picnic 

 

Sunday, Sept 18 ñ 

8:30 am ñ Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 

9:30 am ñ Sunday School & Coffee Hour 

10:45 am ñ Praise Worship with Holy Communion 

 

Sunday, Sept 25 ñ 

8:30 am ñ Traditional Worship  

9:30 am ñ Sunday School & Coffee Hour 

10:45 am ñ Praise Worship with Holy Baptism 

8th Grade Milestone & Prayer at both services 

First Lutheran Church  
On The Radio!! 
Tune into KLFD 1410é.. 

Every Monday mornings, beginning just 

 before the 8:00 a.m. hour 

Starting September 5th 

 

Look forward to the messages of  

Pastor Bob Dahl 

as he features... 

ñWash Day Mondaysò 

                Summer/Fall Produce Swap 
There will be a table located in the southeast (Sunday School) en-

trance for those who want give/receive fresh garden produce. This 

will be available until the end of October. Everyone is welcome to 

participate.  



 FLY PAPER—Youth and Family  
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STILL NEEDED: 

Thanks for your school supply 

donations in August. We need to 

provide for 200+ kits to fill the 

Fall 2011 and Spring 2012 Lu-

theran World Relief School Kits. Items for these 

kits are still needed. Drop-off supplies in the Nar-

thex. 

 

LWR School Kits: 

¶ Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-

ruled paper approximately 8‖ X 10½‖; no loose-

leaf paper 

¶ One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centi-

meters on one side and inches on the other 

¶ One pencil sharpener 

¶ One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embed-

ded steel blades work well) 

¶ Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; se-

cure together with a rubber band 

¶ Five ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure togeth-

er with a rubber band 

¶ One box of 16 or 24 crayons 
¶ One 2½‖ eraser 

FLY: First Lutheran Youth  

High School Saturday Night ALIVEé 
 

 

Saturday, September 10th 7pm-11pm 

Digital Scavenger Hunt… 

 
Bring your digital cameras 

Bring friends 

Prepare for FUN!!! 

7-9 PM – Digital Photo Scavenger Hunt 

9-11 PM – Wacky fun at FLC 

See you on the 10th! 

 
KINGDOM COMPANY CHOIR  

Thursdays 3-4:45 PM, Sept-May 
For 1st-5th Graders 

Director: Katie Hulterstrum 
 

 
The Kingdom company 

choir will be starting the new 

school year on September 

15th!  Returning members 

and new members are invit-

ed to join for snacks, music, 

and games!  The Kingdom 

Company is a children’s 

choir for students in grades 

1—5 and we meet every 

Thursday after school from 

3:00 til 4:45 PM.  If you    

love to sing, look for a sign-

up sheet on Rally Day to get 

involved in this FUN group!  

Contact Katie Hulterstrum if 

you have any questions, 693-

9107. 

 

Calling all Middle Schoolers:  

Synod Youth Gathering  
November 18th-19th 

Sign-Up by October 2nd 
Great bands, speakers, night life, games, & more! 

Sign-up for this great weekend with faith formation & fun with friends! 

See Tunnel for Details – Call Pastor Christa for Questions 

HELP WANTED: guides/teachers for grades 

1-5 Sunday school are needed for the Second rota-

tion: October 16 dNovember 6th. Call the church 

office or Julie Dengerud @ 693 -2040, if interested.  

Shores of St. Andrew and Green Lake 
Bible Camp Update 

 

First Lutheran Church had 13 campers attend 

either Shores of St. Andrew or Green Lake Bi-
ble Camp this summer. A special thanks to the 

First Lutheran Church Endowment fund, for 
once again, giving monetary support to these 

campers! 
 

 

Camp Memories from Shores of St. Andrew... 
 

First of all it is the BEST CAMP ever! I've been going there for 4 years. I have to say that this was the best year. I went with my friend Katrina and we both ended up 

with Julia as our counselor and she was great. I became good friends with all the girls in my cabin. To start the week we first met everyone and then we all sat down in 

the chapel and they explained what the rules were and described who they were. On Monday we had a wonderful breakfast and at every meal they would do a skit for 

us to keep us entertained. Then it was time for "Cabin clean-up." We, as a cabin, had to do a number of chores like sweep, make beds, make sure your area was clean. 

Why do you have to do this you ask? I'll tell you ....for the Cleanest Cabin Award and if I remember right our cabin won it the first day!! Our whole cabin screamed! 

Of course, the boys cringed! Then it was time for worship. It was fun because we all sang fun songs. The most fun of every day was LGG, meaning large group game. 

The games we played throughout the week were Bonkers, Earth Destroyers, etc. Then like any other day of the week we ate lunch. Then there was always FREE 

TIME!!! It's where you can do anything you want like go to the canteen, swim, play carpet ball, or just hang. I had a fun time swimming because there was a water 

trampoline! Every time I'd try to jump off, I would either fall off sideways or do a belly flop. It hurt.  Sometimes I would sit and talk with my new cabin friends. Also 

everyday we had Power hour time. We got to tour Green lake Bible Camp. We got to see the cabins and 4 girls even saw their brothers! We had lunch in the top of the 

lodge.  I even saw my counselor from last year, Kate. I saw a ton of people from last year. That night we dressed up and ate an amazing dinner. We then had the musi-

cal which was a little like a play. It was so funny. Later it was kinda sad at the campfire worship. But ahhh, the memories. The best part was, shh! Don't tell anyone! 

WE RAIDED THE KITCHEN! We took jello cake. That night it was so warm, we hardly slept. We had brunch at 10:00..they were trying to starve us! After that we 

said our goodbyes, did our last worship and said more goodbyes. We asked each other if they had facebook etc and then we left.  I will never forget Shores of St. An-

dres, all the memories and I will never forget those forever friends. I'll miss those 4 years going there but now I can go to GREEN LAKE BIBLE CAMP!  

  

                By Emily White 



Youth and Family —FLYPAPER   
 

Contact Pastor Christa anytime:  

FLC 693-2487; Cell 320-266-2344 

W!a κ /ƻƴŬǊƳŀǝƻƴ  
CƻǊ Ψмм-Ωмн LƴŎƻƳƛƴƎ уǘƘΣ фǘƘΣ ϧ млǘƘ DǊŀŘŜǊǎΦΦΦ 

 
 

Confirmation is about to begin!   

We can’t wait for this next step in faith growth for you & your family. 

  

Confirmation Ministry – 8th-10th Graders: 
Confirmation Kick-off — Wednesday, September 21st at 7 PM 

Confirmation Teaching Night –Wednesday, September 28th at 7PM 
 

Incoming 8th & 9th Graders: 

Ý Parent/Student Info Meeting – Wednesday, Sept. 14th 7 PM –acolyte 

schedule will be determined 

Incoming 10th Graders: 

Ý Parent/Student Info Meeting – Wednesday, Sept. 7th 7 PM 

Ý 10th Grade Fall Confirmation Retreat: Saturday, Sept. 24th, more  

 details coming soon 

Ý Note: Confirmation Sunday is October 30th at the 10:45 AM Service 

 

Incoming 9th and 10th Graders: continue work on your Confirmation  

commitments if behind 

Confirmation Commitments:  

20 Sermon Notes, 25 Service Hours, and 3 Activity Points 
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aƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΥ 
 

о ¸Ǌ hƭŘ .ƛōƭŜǎ ς {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘΦ ммǘƘ  
 

¶ Calling all 3 year olds and parents… come to worship on 

Sept. 11th, Rally Sunday, and receive your 3 year old 

Bible.  This is also your first day of Sunday School – so let us pray for you 

and celebrate this milestone with you! 

¶ Special Note: Please note that there is only ONE worship service on the 

11th at 10:30 AM 

 

уǘƘ DǊŀŘŜǊǎ ς ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ /ƻƴŬǊƳŀǝƻƴ   
 

¶ Sunday, September 25th – your confirmation journey begins!  Come to 

worship at either service on Sunday, Sept. 25th and we will say a special 

prayer for your growth in faith throughout confirmation. 

Children, Youth & Family Ministry – Dreams & Visions Night Part II 
Tuesday, September 13th  7 PM 

In Higher Grounds 
¶ Calling Parents & Students interested in helping evaluate and brainstorm 

great ministry opportunities for Children’s & Family Ministries and MS and 
HS Youth Ministries. 

¶  We met in August & had great feedback - but we would love feedback 
from even more folks 

See you on the 13th! 

September Sunday School 

Schedule 
 

Rally Sunday & 20/20 Club 
Kick-off 

Sunday, Sept. 11th 
Register for Sunday School 

Meet your Teachers/Shepherds 
 

Sunday School officially starts Sunday, Sept. 
18th at 9:30 a.m. with the exception of 6th 
& 7th Graders, they start on Rally Sunday, 

Sept. 11th. 
 

20/20 Club: Those attending church and 
Sunday School, fill out the yellow slips in 

the church pews & receive special recogni-
tion for your attendance throughout the 

year! 

10ˁʑ- 12ˁʑ Graɩʍ  
ǥIVE ǺǬME: 

Calling all 10 th-12th Graders 
Join us on Wednesdays from 

 7-8:30 PM  
for a night of fun,  
 conversation, and  
faith connections. 
Fall Kick -Off ð  

Wednesday, September 21st 7 PM 

Middle School Faith Adventures 

September Event:  

Digital Photo Scavenger Hunt 

Friday, September 23rd  

6:30-9:30 PM 
Parent Drivers Needed – 

 please, contact Pastor Christa 

Prepare for fun! 

  Sign-up in the Tunnel  

by Wed. Sept 21st. 

 

                    Youth Band – 9th-12th Graders 

             Wednesdays @ 6 PM 

                        Practice @ 6, then lead Youth Worship  

                @ 7 p.m. Join us!  

 

 Stuff-A-Truck Sunday 

HR BNLHMFt 

    Sunday, October 9th 

 
  Prepare to bring your non-  perish-

able food items to stuff the truck to 

overflowing on the 9th as our way 

of supporting the Meeker County 

Food Shelf.  Thank you! 

 

If you are interested in 

sharing your faith with 6th 

& 7th Graders or 8th & 9th 

Graders, on Sundays during 

Sunday School, contact Julie 

Dengerud. We are looking 

for congregation members 

to touch the lives of these 

middle and high school stu-

 MST 2012 
Next Meeting: 

Wednesday, September 

7th at 7:00 PM 



Council Highlights/Teams 
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Church Council Minutes: 

 First Lutheran Church, Litchfield, MN 

 Tuesday, July 19, 2011, 7pm 

Our Mission:   

―FLC exists to Welcome people to faith in Jesus Christ; Equip persons 

with a faith that works in real life; and Send us in service into the world 

in Jesus’ name.‖ 

Council Membership Present: 

2012:    Mark Bredeson, Elaine Lenhard 

2013:   Sacia Matheson, Dean Elam, Amy Nelson, Andrea Michels  

2014:   Rick Sandry, Joel Michaletz, Chuck Eberhard, Deann Elj 

Opening the Meeting:       

Devotions by Amy Nelson 

Next month’s Devotions: Mark Bredeson 

Secretary Report: Motion made by Chuck Eberhard to Accept with corrections; Rick Sandry Seconded Motion; Accepted 

Treasurer Report: Motion made by Chuck Eberhard to Accept; Andrea Michels Seconded Motion; Accepted.  Report placed on file.  

Conducting the Business: 

1. Properties Committee- Church Sign Update: 

Waiting on Estimate and Sketch 
 

2.          Paint Church – Cement Work: 

Painting remains on the agenda; weather permitting.  Cement work remains on hold until fall.  
 
Railing: John Sommerfeld donated railing and cement; to be installed in the near future. 
 
Recent storms caused damage to the Magnetic Strips on doors, the Sound System, Phone System, & Computer System 

(Internet Connection) and Fire Alarms.  These damages will be submitted as a claim to the Insurance Company.   
 
The City will be removing the dead trees in front of the Church at no cost. 
 

3.  Ecumen Life Link:  

Donations have already been made towards this project.  There was discussion as to how to determine what the benefit to each 

individual that enrolls should be. It was suggested that $20.00 per month per person be made.  It was further suggested that 

Jerry Johnson be contacted regarding exploring the interest and demand/need of this service within our congregation.  This 

service benefit is for First Lutheran Church members only.  It is necessary at this point to determine how many members are in 

need of this service and to explore how long benefits can be provided towards the use of this service.  Elaine Lenhard will in-

vite Jerry Johnson to future Council Meeting to make a proposal. 
  

4. Rally Sunday: 

Rally Sunday will be September 11, 2011.  There is a change to the schedule on this day.  It will be as follows: 9:30 Sunday 

School; 10:30 Church Service with a picnic to follow at 11:30.   Please note that there will be just one Service on this day! 

The Hospitality Team will be joining efforts with the Evangelism Team to help plan this family picnic event. 
 

5.  State of the Church: 

 To be discussed further. 
 
6. Hymnal Update: 

255 Hymnals have been donated! Donations are still encouraged to cover the costs of accompaniment books.  Altar Books have 

been donated by WELCA. 
 

7. Defibrillator Update: 

This is a continuing work in progress.  Calls have been placed regarding further research to this service.  The cost to purchase 

is approximately $1200.00. 
 

The Personnel committee discussed Pastor Tom’s salary and is recommending that he be compensated with Full Time salary 

pay for the last two weeks of July.  Motion was made by Chuck Eberhard to accept this proposal; Joel Michaletz seconded the 

Motion; Accepted.   
 

Welcome back to Deann Elj as Temporary Council Member and replacement for Joe Berube, Sr. during his Military Service 

leave. 
  

Thanks to Sacia Matheson and Amy Nelson for their roles in Pastor Bob and Pastor Tom’s party this past Sunday.  
  
8. Pastor’s Comments: 

 
Pastor Tom:  

This evening marks Pastor Tom’s official last Council Meeting at First Lutheran Church.   

Welcome back to Deann Elj. 

Thanks to the Council. 

Thanks for the Party in honor of Pastor Tom’s Graduation from Seminary.   

All monies that were gifted to Pastor Tom have been given in honor to MST USA. 

Thanks for approving the proposal of Full Time Salary compensation for the last two weeks in July. 

Thanks for the Leadership; it has been a Blessing to see First Lutheran Church evolve into a Missional Congregation.   
 
Pastor Christa: 
 
Thanks to Pastor Tom for his Partnership in Ministry over the past four years and for all his service at First Lutheran Church.    

Prayers are with Tom in his calling. 

Thanks for Pastor Tom’s Leadership in MST USA.   

Thanks to Chaperones: Steph Hansen, Terry Driver and Becky Sook.   

Thanks to all those who have donated anonymously for the benefit of those in journey with MST USA.  Your donations have 

been a blessing! 

MST USA to confer with MST International & look for Council Approval as to the number of fundraisers that are being of-

fered; currently exploring the option of pre-orders and same day shopping with Schwan’s.  There was discussion as to the fre-

quency of this opportunity, whether it should be monthly, quarterly and if it was even allowable.     

*On a separate note it was suggested that MST USA and MST International unite their fundraising efforts and work toward 

their goals together.         

Julie Dengerud & Pastor Christa are gearing up for fall! 

Many Thanks to the Nesseth Fund and the Endowment Team for their donations towards MST USA. 
 

 July Council Minutes continued on page 7 

 
“GOD’S WORK. 
OUR HANDS.” 

FOOD SHELF 

DONATIONS 
The shopping cart will remain 

in the narthex for your non 

perishable donations for the 

Food Shelf.  The needs are 

great within our community 

and your contributions are 

greatly appreciated. 

        —  Social Ministry Team 

First Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Council 

  2011 

PRESIDENT: Mark Bredeson 

VICE PRESIDENT: Rick Fischer 

SECRETARY: Amy Nelson 

TREASURER: Chuck Eberhard 

 
TEAM REPRESENTATIVES: 

   Christian Education:  

      Deann Elj 

   Youth & Family: 

      Rick Fischer 

   Stewardship & Finance:  

      Joel Michaletz 

      Chuck Eberhard 

      Sacia Matheson    

    Social Ministry:  

      Elaine Lenhard 

  Evangelism: 

      Andrea Michels 

   Endowment/Memorial:  

      Renee Mahlow 

   Property: 

      Rick Sandry 

      Dean Elam 

   Worship & Music: 

       Amy Nelson 

 Personnel: 

    Chuck Eberhard 

     Mark Bredeson 

             

PROGRAM STAFF 
¶ Interim Senior Pastor  

 Robert Dahl 

¶ Associate Pastor 

 Christa Forsythe 

¶ Christian Education Director 

 Julie Dengerud 

¶ Financial Secretary 

 Jeanne Hoyer 

¶ Bookkeeper 

 Sacia Matheson 

 



  

P. 7 

RECYCLE CARDS 

Just a reminder to all – we do recycle cards for all 

occasions, Christmas, Birthday, etc., here in the 

church office all year.  Just bring in your used cards 

and drop them in the box under the office table.   

NOTES OF THANKS… 
 

Thank you for the beautiful quilt. I will use it everyday. It will 

especially come in handy while Iôm at school. 

 Thanks, 

 Austin Elj  
 
 

Thank you so much for the beautiful quilt. It will be a constant 

reminder of my time at First Lutheran Church in Litchfield.  

 Blessings to you all,  

 Tom Evenson 
 

Thank you for allowing us to use your building. We appreciate 

being able to meet here ïitôs awesome & weôre grateful. 

 òStep It Upó Womenõs Step Group 

Thank you, to the July Serving Group members for all of your 
help throughout the month.  Your time and the yummy treats 
you provided were much appreciated!  It is a pleasure serving 
with you!  Thank you also, to the many volunteers on the ñCall 
Listò that helped serve and bake during this busy month!  It is a 
blessing to have so many volunteers to call upon, that so will-
ingly help out!  Lastly, a special Thank you to the Council Mem-
bers, Menôs Bible Study Group and many other volunteers that 
provided food and helped with the Pastorôs Party Brunch ï your 
donations of food and time helped make this a successful 
event! 
 

 May God Bless you all! 
 

 Robert & Amy Nelson  
 Jason & Heidi Oslund  
 July Serving Group Co -Chairõs 
 
 
Our thanks to all who called, sent cards or offered words of 
concern after our recent auto accident. Also, thanks to Pastor 
Christa for her visit and encouragement. 
 
 Godôs Blessings, 
 

 Richard & Doris Birkemeyer  
 

 

 
 

       MEMORIALS AND MONETARY GIFTS  
   

A MONETARY GIFT  was given to the New Church Sign in honor of Interim Pastor Bob Dahl’s 

40th year of ordination by Everett & Katherine Hantge. 

A MONETARY GIFT was given to the General Fund in memory of Dale Holler by DeWayne & 

Iona Albright. 

A MONETARY GIFT  was given to MST-USA in honor of  Intern Pastor Tom Evenson’s gradu-

ation and Interim Pastor Bob Dahl’s 40th year of ordination by Doug & Joanne Miller. 

A MONETARY GIFT  was given to the New Church Sign in honor of  Intern Pastor Tom Even-

son’s graduation and Interim Pastor Bob Dahl’s 40th year of ordination by Charlie & JoAnn 

Lindstrom. 

A MONETARY GIFT was given to MST-USA in honor of Intern Pastor Tom Evenson’s gradua-

tion and Interim Pastor Bob Dahl’s 40th year of ordination by Dean & Marlys Elam. 

A MONETARY GIFT was given to the General Fund by Ellery & Jeanette Erickson, in honor of 

their 50th Wedding Anniversary. 

A MONETARY GIFT  was given to MST-USA in honor of Intern Pastor Tom Evenson’s gradu-

ation by Carl & Sylvia Baumgartner. 

A MONETARY GIFT  was given to World Hunger in honor of Interim Pastor Bob Dahl’s 40th 

year of ordination, and Intern Pastor Tom Evenson’s graduation, by Howie & Laurie Kohen. 

A MONETARY GIFT  was given to the Bell Choir in memory of Shirley Chapin, Deb Langmo’s 

mother by Bob & Sharon Johnson. 

A MONETARY GIFT  was given to the Senior Choir in memory of Deb Langmo’s mother, by 

Winton & Kristine Nelson. 

A MONETARY GIFT was given to MST Costa Rica in memory of Deb Langmo’s mother, by 

Jerry & Lana Johnson. 

 A MONETARY GIFT  was given to the General Fund in memory of Joseph Seidl, Ray K.W. 

Johnson, Leona Johnson Tews, Larry Tews and William Eurele, by Gertrude Seidl, Dorothy 

Eurele, Sharon Oberg, Ray W. Johnson Sr., and Violet Johnson. 

A MONETARY GIFTS were given to the Senior Choir and Bell Choir in memory of Shirley 

Chapin, Deb Langmo’s mother by Robert & Bea Devereaux. 

   

A MONETARY GIFT WAS GIVEN TO THE ELW HYMNAL FUND  in honor of Declan 

Antoine Berube by Gary & Pat Smith; in memory of loved ones by Dorothy Euerle; in 

memory of Wayne Hulterstrum by the Mark Hulterstrum Family; in memory of Jean 

Langmo and in honor of Kari & Evan Langmo by Mike & Deb Langmo; in memory of 

Wayne Hulterstrum by the John & Katie Hulterstrum Family; in honor of Interim Pastor 

Bob Dahl’s 40th year of ordination, by his daughter, Shana & Hans Zahrbok; in honor of 

Interim Pastor Bob Dahl’s 40th year of ordination by Carl & Sylvia Baumgartner; for the 

purchase of an alter book, by the First Evangelical Lutheran Church WELCA; in honor of 

Interim Pastor Bob Dahl’s 40th year of ordination, and Intern Pastor Tom Evenson’s grad-

uation by Ron & Barb Piepenburg; in memory of Harlan & Lillian Cervin, Donald & 

Margaret Johnson, Donald & Shirley Tech, in honor and in memory of Zefere & Doreen 

Lusignan, and in honor of children Cade Loren & Carson Lane, by the Corey & Kris Cer-

vin Family; in memory of Dale Rust by the Norman & Joanne Rust Family; in memory of 

brother, Dennis Laffen, by Stanley & Arlene Mortenson; in memory of Lavonne Matheny 

by Orville Winter; for the purchase of an ELW Accompaniment book, in honor of their 

50th Wedding Anniversary by Ellery & Jeanette Erickson. 

From the Synod Office… 

 

Thank you for being a part of Gods work of 

calling forth servants of the Gospel by sup-

porting Tom Evenson during his 

candidacy for ordained ministry. 
 

Your prayers and other assistance for him 

on this journey are truly appreciated. May 

God continue to bless your ministry and 

mission. We appreciate your partnership in 

the Gospel.  

 

In Christ,  

Joyce Piper 

Synod Minister 

Southwestern Minnesota Synod 

 

...continued from page 6, July Council Minutes 

Pastor Bob: 
 
Thank you to all for your part in the party this past Sunday, for the presentation of the Quilts and the kind 

words.  Pastor Bob has expressed that his family was impressed by the warm welcome they received here 

at First Lutheran Church. 

Stewardship Committee is looking for Council approval for 2nd Mile SeptemberΦ Motion made by Chuck 

Eberhard to Accept; Deann Elj Seconded Motion; Accepted.  
 
Radio Spots:  

There is a spot available for $25.00 per week which the Endowment Team will fund. This segment will 

begin in September and will continue on Monday a.m. of each week.  It will be referred to as ―Wash Day, 

Monday.‖   All are welcomed to tune in! 
 
Julie Dengerud has signed the Preschool contract renewal. 
 
*A special Thank you to Joe Berube, Sr. for his service as a Council Member and to Deann Elj for accept-

ing the role of Temporary Council Member in his place.  

Closing the Meeting:    

    

Dates to Remember: 

Family Picnic September 11, 2011 

Budget Planning 

Fall Stewardship Drive 

Next Team Meetings – August 2nd 

Next Council Meeting – August 16th 

Prayer Requests: 

Audrey Carlson 

Delores Lundin 

Call Committee 

 

...cont. Prayer Requests 

Amy Berube & newborn son, Declan 

Pastor Tom & MST Team on their Journey 

Pastor Tom in his call process 

Recruiting of Shepherds, Teachers & Chris-

tian Education & Youth 

Of Thanks to Pastor Christa & Pastor Tom 

for all of their support 
 
Adjourn 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Amy Nelson 



Bulletin Board 
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PLEASE RECYCLE 

 

SEPTEMBER 1 
Joan Bratz 
Cole Hanson 
Kristina Hein 
SEPTEMBER 2 
Lisa Gaulrapp 
Kelly Messenbrink 
Raymond Snow 
SEPTEMBER 4 
Jeffrey Biermann 
Kari Christopherson 
Raymond Groskreutz 
Hayden Hemingway 
Tia Lundin 
Tessa Lundin 
James Majchrzak 
SEPTEMBER 5 
Shawn Kadelbach 
Trent Kaping 

SEPTEMBER 15 
Shannon Bartlett 
Joann Costigan 
Harold Keller 
Jeremy Rick 
SEPTEMBER 16 
Riley DeWolf 
Julie Eberle 
Ralph Kadelbach 
Mary Loftness 
Dianne Thorp 
Ardell Topp 
Sara Wilke 
SEPTEMBER 17 
Melissa Geffre 
Pamela Heffern 
Mavrik Hurd 
Robin Johnson 
Ted Loftness 
SEPTEMBER 18 
Carolyn Christensen 
Alexander Gruenke 
Deanna Harvego 
Kira Kuechle 
SEPTEMBER 19 
Joel Decker 
Norma Hall 
C. Alvin Johnson 
Norman Jones 
Justine Madsen 
Jill Nelson 

SEPTEMBER 20 
Jeremy Forster 
SEPTEMBER 21 
Kyle Ballard 
Julie Elam 
Cathi Hellzen 
Steven Koehn 
Autumn Lindell 
John Lundin 
Emily Schreiber 
Richard Streed 
SEPTEMBER 22 
Robert Durkee 
Evan Guza 
Brent Judes 
Jennifer Majchrzak 
Reagan Muchow 
Kristi Rorah 
SEPTEMBER 23 
Logan Bailey 
Lucas Bailey 
Ricky Miller 
Kathleen 
Maahs 
SEPTEMBER 
24 
Chailey John-
son 

 

 

First News 
is a monthly publication of 
 

First Evangelical 

Lutheran Church  

703 S. Sibley Ave. 

Litchfield, MN 55355 
 

Please send submissions to:  

The Church Office by September 15th 
 

For the NEXT ISSUE: October 2011  

firstoffice@hutchtel.net 

SEPTEMBER 6 
Sheila Christoffer 
Karen Eberhard 
Debra Gilberts 
Darik Hansen 
Brenda Johnson 
Hayden Peterson 
David Pierce 
Sarah Williams 
SEPTEMBER 7 
Carissa DeFries 
Tom Fruetel 
Bill Nelson 
Lacy Rohrbeck 
Jacob Stafford 
SEPTEMBER 8 
Chris Caldwell 
Martha Christensen 
Daniel Justison 
Russell Schmitz 

SEPTEMBER 9 
Joe Berube 
Elizabeth Bruenger 
John Streed 
Renee Visser 
SEPTEMBER 10 
Kieran Collins 
Dawn Michaletz 
Darlene Miller 
SEPTEMBER 11 
Jutta Goodrich 
Dwight Henkelman 
SEPTEMBER 12 
Paul Escen 
Duane Henkelman 
SEPTEMBER 13 
Bud Peterson 
Todd Pidde 
Braedon Rose 
Deborah Schmidt 
Ashley Weinkauf 
SEPTEMBER 14 
Joshua Baumgartner 
Clarice Kruger 
David Lease 
Dacotah Nelson 
Benjamin Nistler 
Reuben Norine 

SEPTEMBER 25 
Kamri Driver 
Benjamin Evenson 
Rocky Hyberger 
Reed Sorensen 
SEPTEMBER 26 
Calvin Herzog 
Cain Renner 
Adam Rick 
Amy Silverberg 
SEPTEMBER 27 
Nicholas Hellzen 
Laura Hulterstrum 
SEPTEMBER 28 
Kjerstan Andersen 
Aldeen Kadelbach 
Michael Kronback 
Jack Kuechle 
Sabrina Sackett 
Kraig Sommerfeld 

 Sept. 

15th 

Women of the ELCA &  September Birthdays 

Act Boldly 
Remember: During the summer months we ask that 

you put extra change in the ―Act Boldly‖ offering 

box and then during the fall months we ask you to 

return it to the church where it will be sent on to 

the Women of the ELCA for its mission work. 

   Women of the ELCA 

 

{ŀǾŜ ¢ƘŜ 5ŀǘŜΥ 
нлмм [ǳŎƛŀ 
.ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ  

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ млǘƘΦ 

Looking ahead… 

Crow River Conference Fall Gathering will be October 25th at Peace Lutheran Church, 

Cosmos. Guest Speaker will be Carrie Van Epps, a retired RN living in Willmar. She has 

been a volunteer to Liberia five times. Registration fee is $9.00, Deadline to register is 

October 11th. 

Attention: All First Lutheran Ladies 

We are in the process of updating our church handbook for 2012. Are you thinking of 

joining a Prayer Chain, Quilters, Altar Guild, monthly Bible Study Circles, FLC Book 

Club? Would you like to have your name added to the list of volunteers on call for serv-

ing funerals? Would you like to volunteer to bake for events? Please contact the church 

office for information. 

 
Are you an elderly member? Or do you 
have a physical handicap and sometimes 
feel insecure living in your home?  Per-
haps you can benefit from accessing a 
medical alert service. You may select a 
pendant or a wrist style button that you 
can push to receive help at any time.  
 

Medical Alert Service Available For Members of FELC  
If you think you would feel more secure wearing such a device, but 
the cost makes you hesitate, the Church Council has made financial 
help available. Please call the church office for information. All in-
quiries will be held completely confidential . Call soon. The Council 
is eager to learn how many members are interested in this oppor-
tunity.  

SEPTEMBER 29 
Lil Madson 
Theresa Thomas 
Michelle Walberg 
SEPTEMBER 30 
Erick Anderson 
Emily Carlson 
Chadd Johnson 
Lillie Oeltjenbruns 

Thursday Women’s Bible Study 
 

Thursdays at 9AM 

Beginning September 15th at 9AM 

This fall we will be continuing our study on the women of the Bible. 

―She is Worthy: Encounters With Biblcal Women‖  

By Marjorie L. Kimbrough 

 

9AM –Join us for Coffee & Fellowship 

9:30-10:30 Bible Study, discussion, and faith growth in  

Chilstrom Hall 

 

If you’ve been a part of this Bible study for years  — 

Or whether you’re brand new — 

We would love to have you join us 

For this great look at women of faith and  

what we can learn from them today.  

See you on the 15th! 

  September WELCA Meeting 
     All ladies are invited to the monthly 

WELCA meeting   

September 8th, 2011  

1:30 Chilstrom Hall 

 

For a list of 

items still 

needed for 

LWR School 

Kits, see Page 4 


