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welcome people to faith

that works 1n real life;

OCTOBER 2011

A Letter from our new Senior Pastor Paul Lutter-...

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

So deeply do we care for you that we
are determined to share with you not
only the gospel of God but also our
very selves, because you have be-
come very dear to us. (I Thess. 2.8)

While I do not know many of you
(vet!),  have been learning more
and more about you, and am very
thankful to God for the mission and
ministry of First Evangelical Luther-
an Church. Through conversations
with the Call Committee and the
Church Council, it is clear that God is on the loose among you both in your life together and in
the larger Litchfield community. The glimpses of God’s grace that | have seen and heard have
both my wife Sarah and I echoing with the apostle Paul, “so deeply do we care for you...you
have become very dear to us.”

On September 18th, FELC met as a congregation, and voted to extend to me the call as your
new Senior Pastor. [ am so very thankful to God who works in and among your congregation.
In this instance, I thank God who worked through you by the power of the Spirit to call me to
serve among you in this way. Thank you!

[ want to give thanks to God for the superb leadership of the staff, the Church Council, and
the Call Committee in this time of transition. Each of them in their own ways have gone
above and beyond the call of duty in serving among you, in ways seen and unseen. [ am
thankful to Pastor Bob Dahl for his ministry among you as interim pastor; it is clear that he
has done some excellent ministry among you. I am super excited to join in ministry with the
staff, council, and

congregation!

When I've talked to people about this call to serve as your new Senior Pastor, | have consist-
ently begun my sentences in this way: “I am super excited....” And it’s true: [ am super excited
to get to know you and to join you in mission and ministry. This is an exciting time in the life
of FELC. In so many ways, God has positioned you all for some very exciting ministry. [ am,
indeed, super excited to see how and in what ways God is at work making all things new for
and through FELC.

There’s more to say - isn’t there always? - but for now let me mention a few things about
Sarah and I to give you another glimpse into who we are. Sarah loves to sing - since she was
a kid, in fact! She has sung in one of the choirs during her college years at St. Olaf College.
Truth be told, it’s her singing that first won me over. In middle school, [ had my own cable
television program, and in high school, I worked as a DJ on the radio, as a news reporter for
the local newspaper, and as a news intern for the local ABC affiliated television station.

We look forward to getting to know you, to “sharing not only the gospel of God but also our
very selves,” as the apostle Paul says. May God bless us and keep us as together we live into
the mission and ministry God has for us as FELC!

In Christ’s Service,
Pastor Paul and Sarah Lutter
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Rev. Paul Lutter and his wife, Sarah.

Installation Sunday: October 23rd at 9:30 a.m.

Please Note: There will be only one worship service on this day

Discovery Kingdom (grades 1 -5) will be singing at this service

Reception and fellowship will follow worship service in
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Chilstrom Hall, a meal will be served, everyone is welcome!
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Servant Quarters

Staff Reports

ON-LINE: firstlitchfield.org —- Check us out on the Web
Please, pass on your feedback and input to Pastor Christa, Rick Fisch-
er and Sacia Matheson our Web Team. Look for Upcoming Events &
Updates and the addition of our monthly newsletter.

In January, it was Genesis, the beginning. Now, in Octo-
ber, we come to Revelation, the ending with another be-
ginning.

No, I am not speaking in riddles. I refer instead to the

quick and thorough passage of time that is nearly com-

plete and on the record as the time of “Interim Dahl.” It

wasn’t a totally new chapter for you, but it was for me.

My entry into the record would be “new... and very
good!” 1 thank you for your gracious partnership as we
worked together to the glory of our Lord and for the good
of First Lutheran over these past months. We weren’t just
running in place or biding our time. The Lord brought us together with an
energy of spirit which has served well. The most enduring and evident piece
we worked on together was the placement of that “red letter item”, the Evan-
gelical Book of Worship. I hope and pray that you will feel greatly blessed in
the many portions provided with this resource. From that very noted accom-
plishment on down to the much less noticed fixing of the chair cushions in
Chilstrom Hall, we have partnered in ways of both grace and grunt. That is
as it should be as this body of faith exercises its various strengths.

Interim Senior
Pastor Bob Dahl

In the last lines of Revelation, we read the words: “Amen. Come, Lord Je-
sus.” “Amen’ doesn’t mean the end. It leans instead in the direction of “May
it be so!” May it be so that the congregation moves forward in spirited to-
getherness. And may you joyously beckon, “Come, Pastor Paul!” No, he’s
not Jesus. He knows that and we know that. At the same time, he is called
by Jesus and in receiving him you will also receive Jesus in him. And, in
coming, he will receive the Jesus in you! As you all hold fast to that manner
of receiving, the blessings given and received will be rich and full.

You are already much blessed with the work of Pastor Christa. Think of the
many configurations of staff she has worked with in her few years here! She
has shown great capacity to adjust, adapt and flourish! As you all pick up on
that spirit, much good will come!

I thank God for my experience with you, the staff and congregation of First
Evangelical Lutheran Church. It was a grand introduction to interim minis-
try. Ilook forward to hearing of much good ministry being celebrated at 703
South Sibley and beyond!

From Hebrews 12:1b-2a: “Let us run with perseverance the race
that is set before us, *looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfected
of our faith.”

Saint Paul writes in 1* Corinthians, chapter nine, “Do you not
know that in a race the runners all compete, but only one re-
ceives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win it. **Ath-
letes exercise self-control in all things; they do it to receive a
perishable garland, but we an imperishable one. *°So I do not
run aimlessly.”

As a congregation, we may feel like we’ve been running a
race the past eighteen months. In some ways, we have been.
Many people stepped forward in leadership throughout our
two Interims with Pastor Bob and Pastor Gary. The Church
Council worked hard to provide healthy, strong leadership. The Call Committee
was very busy preparing, interviewing, and discerning where God is leading us.
Many of you stepped forward as leaders and volunteers in the new ministry year
this September.

Associate Pastor
Christa Forsythe

With all of that, we may be tempted to view Pastor Paul as the “prize” we’ve been
working and moving toward. Although we are excited for this next chapter in our
congregation, it is important to remember that Saint Paul is not talking about earth-
ly prizes or rewards. Instead, he points us to Christ and encourages us to keep our
eyes continually fixed on Christ. It is God in Christ Jesus, the Living God of this
world, who is our prize each and every day. He is our prize when this earthly life
ends. He is our prize each and every day, as He continually works in our lives,
partnering with us, and as He invites us to partner with Him in His ministry to
bring the good news to the world.

Pastor Paul will be a blessing and gift to our congregation, but we also need to be a
blessing and gift to him and Sarah. Pastor Paul and Sarah join us in this race of
faithfulness and ministry here at FELC, but it is important for leaders and volun-
teers to continue to step forward. Let us always keep our eyes fixed on Christ ----
the reason we run. And, what a great running team!

Note to Pastor Bob: Many thanks to Pastor Bob for his leadership the last nine
months. It has been a blessing to serve alongside you. Many thanks to Pastor Bob
and Lois, too, for the sacrifices you’ve made in your marriage and time together for
the sake of this congregation. We’ve been blessed by your leadership and love for
us. You will be missed.

Note to FELC Call Committee: Additional thanks to the Call Committee. I have
been so impressed with the eight of you and how seriously you took this call.
Thank you to you and your families and the sacrifices you made over the last
months to bring us to where we are at. Well done, good and faithful servants!

Let us press on in this race of ministry alongside Pastor Paul’s leadership and with
our eyes and hearts fixed on our guide, the Living God of this world! As my four
year old son would say... “Ready, set, GO!”

Holy Baptism

Jenwnicav Grace

Forsythe

Parents:
Jon & Rev. Christa

Forsythe

August 28, 2011

Sponsors: Rick & Jean Fischer and Amy Schachtlie

Antonia Read
&
‘Brice Barrick

Married at FELC
On September 17, 2011

Congratulations
&
God’s Blessings!

FALL COMMUNION FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 6™
eSO ANNUAL
| SER\HGE/ STUFF - A - TRUCK
AND LUNCHEON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2011

Bring non-perishable food items for

our local food shelf on Oct. 9 and

Wednesday, November 2nd y ,
help us Stuff-a-Truck! Receive bags in

1RO 2 1 worship on Sunday, Oct. 2nd. This was
v . a great success last year. Let's do It
P %’5} Everyone is again!

“Give them something
to eat.”"—Jesus

I WANTED:

| Volunteers to donate cookies,

| rosettes, and cash donations :
I for the Lucia Breakfast, December 10th. |
Contact Karla Hyberger I

at 693-2488 I

or email: karla@xtratyme.com I

Workers for the various shifts of the Lucia Breakfast will |
be recruited soon... |
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GLOBAL MISSIONS OFFERING

Our Global Missions Offering for October: Operation C h h h d
Christmas Child U r. C W I e

. — . R -l- '
Super Sundays in October ? \T‘S'\' esTorer S
¢ %) Bring your restored items and/or collections

Sunday, OctoberiP = on Sunday, October 16th.
8:30 am Traditional Worship with Holy Communion Cag Stevel\ﬂaHSh;aiilGag lCervin,

A anny INeison, \Natnan \elson.
9:30 am Sl’.mday School & COﬁe.e Hour Or call the church office if you would like!

Thrivent Members meet in Sanctuary 693-2487

10:45 am Contemporary Worship with Holy email:firstoffice@hutchtel.net

Communion
R t t t h I O LORD
Bags for StufA-Truck Sunday will be handed out at both services %2 osr te o E ; e r? bt iy c? r? R T

Sunday, October 8 Farewell to Pastor Bob Dahl gl A
AT D MST RUMMAGE SALE

Bring nonperishable food items for St#ffTruck Sunday

8:30 am Traditional Worship Saturday, October 8th
Kingdom Company will sing during this service 8am-Noon
9:30 am Sunday School You may bring donated items for this sale Monday, Octo-

ber 3rd-Friday, October 7th. We will NOT be accepting
electronics, car seats, children’s furniture, encyclopedias,
and work-out equipment.

9:30 am Farewell Reception for Pastor Bob
Cake will be served

10:45 am Contemporary Worship with Holy Baptism
First Stringers will share special music aduring this service Anyone choosing to donate large furniture, please be

available after the sale on Saturday to remove, in the event
your item does not sell.

Sunday, October 18 Restoration Sunday

: N iti i October 5th-7th Paperdrive: Bring in paper, cardboard, and
' A CHIonRL P boxboard. MST student llecting it NOW for thi
3 ~ oxboard. students are collecting items or this
9:30 amf Sunday School & Coffee Hour L
Stop by the Blood Pressure Clinic in Chilstrom Hall during Coffee Hoyr
10:45 anti Praise Worship Other MST 2012 Events to watch for...
Please Note: There will 0O Communion on this Sunday MST 2012 will be having a Time & Talent Auction in February 2012.

More details to come. For more information call Dawn Doty at

-

Sunday, October 23 Installation of Pastor Paul Lutte
9:30 amf Worship Service with Holy Communion ar

o et Senor e pautter 1 CTEW ANNGLITD AN FTNANCE CORNRR |

Meal Financial Statement for First Lutheran Church
Please Note: Sunday School ay8tA grade will participate in his August 31,2011
worship service. Grade$will sing during the Worship Service General Fund:

Income through AUGUST 31,2011  $230,439
Expense through AUGUST 31, 2011 $253,873

Sunday, October 38Reformation/Confirmation Sundgy SR P el e N e v

8:30 ammi Traditional Worship

9:30 ami Sunday School & Coffee Hour B“ﬂdingUF“dn? A
10:45 anti Confirmation Sunday Worship Service witf Habotos b hebd o B e P 197 568
i X Fall stewardship drive
Summer /Fa" PrOdU ce Swap Soon you will be receiving a letter that will highlight the Fall Stew-

¢ - ardship Drive that is being planned for late this fall. The Stewardship
There will be a table located in ‘the southeast (Sunday: Schiool):en: and Finance Team decided that this would be a good time to hold
trance for those who want give/receive fresh garden produce. : > ! - : : : 3
This will be available until the end of October. Cottage Meetings in Chilstrom Hall in conjunction with a “Meet &
Everyone is welcome to participate. Greet” for our new Senior Pastor, Rev. Paul Lutter. You will be invit-
ed to attend one of 5 cottage meetings in November and December.

SAVE THE DATE:
November 3rd — Last names beginning with A-D
November 16th — E-H
November 17th — I-L
November 29th — M-R

\

First Lutheran Church s \

On The Radio!!

December 1 — S-Z
Tune into KLFD

| Clax e TImE: 7:00-7:50PM
Every Monday mornings, beginning just p ;
before the 8:00 a.m. hour More information to follow...

P.3



STILL NEEDED:

Thanks for your school supply
donations in August. We need to
D provide for 200+ kits to fill the
Fall 2011 and Spring 2012 Lu-
 theran World Relief School Kits. Items for these
1 kits are still needed. Drop-off supplies in the Nar-
thex.

| LWR School Kits:

i
1
1
1
'
'
'
|
'
'
'
1
i
'
1
:
'
.1 Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-
‘ruled paper approximately 8” X 10%2”; no loose-
!

'

i

1

1

1

i

'

'

|

'

'

'

1

i

1

i

i

i

'

 leaf paper

: I One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centi-
' meters on one side and inches on the other

: 9 One pencil sharpener

: 9 One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embed-
1 ded steel blades work well)

' ﬂ Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; se-
cure together with a rubber band

.7 Five ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure togeth-
Ler with a rubber band

1Y One box of 16 or 24 crayons
i
Y]  One 2% eraser

HELP WANTED:

6-9th Grade parents are
needed to bring snack for

Sunday School. Sign-up
sheet is located in the hall
next to Higher Grounds.

Sunday School Offering

A portion of your Sunday School Offering each month
helps to support a child, Carlos Manuel Lima Sosa.
Through this support, he has access to nourishing
food, clean water, healthcare and an education. The
Sunday School Offering also supports Roblealto, a
school in Costa Rica. These are commitments we have
made, so let's be generous -we have lots to give!

This money benefits our Christian
Education Program here at First Lutherané
Church. Since 2006 we have collected a"*&
> total of $11,000! That is amazing! A big o -
.0Thankso6 to our coiRg

that have contributed to this cash register
tape fundraising program. For every
. $150,000 collected in cash register receiptsi
Econofoods gives us a check for $1000. _s?

S

&
S

We have receivedanother $1000 chec é
from Econofoods! S

| -5,
S

&
S

é

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 6th ANNUAL
STUFF - A - TRUCK
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2011
Bring non-perishable food items for our local food shelf on
Oct. 9 and help us Stuff-a-Truck! Receive bags in worship on

Sunday, Oct. 2nd. This was a great success last year.
Let's do it again!

"Give them something to eat."—Jesus
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Children Singing In Worship:

J9J October 9th & Kingdom Company Choir Sings at the 8:30am9?

v [ )
a4

g Service g
g Oct 23rd 8 Discovery Kingdom 1st g
J3 5th Graders sing at the 9:30am &3
gServiceT note one joint service that g
&3 day &3
4903434343434343434343034303434343430343034343034303430343434343 0303
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I Hunt Fun I

| On |

| Sept. 17th |
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Hi gh School Saturday

Saturday, October 15™ 5 PM- Midnight

Road Trip to the Twin Cities
For Grand Slam Sports & other Fun!!!

bumper cars, batting cages, & arcade...
Sign-up by October 12
Cost = Check out the Tunnel & Bulletins for info
Note: Parent Drivers still needed...

N |



Middle School & High School Youth Ministry
Contact Pastor Christa anytime:
FLC 6932487; Cell 320-266-2344 y0 UT h and Fam ' Iy FLy P A P E R

!
%
%
%
%
%
%
:
!
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% Confirmation OCTOBES S0TE {045 A3
8™, 9™ & 10™ Graders... '
Reformation Sunday is
Confirmation October Schedule: October 30th and we celebrate
© Oct 5™ - Teaching Night— 10™ Graders join us

Set-Up: Birdie Payne & Family Take Down: Curt Nelson & Family
Oct 12" - Teaching Night—10" Graders join us

Set-Up: Chad Beavers & Family Take Down: Curt Nelson & Family
 Oct 19"™—GUIDE Night—Students OFF for MEA
© Oct 26™—10" Grade Confirmation Banquet at 6:30

Godds grace. v el e
all that God has done in the (

lives of our 10th graders as
they stand up and affirm their faith in Christ. Words
from the 10th gradersodo cr

o

: 5 PM—9™ Graders & Parents Serve for the Banquet 5-8:30 PM be part of the message at both services. Consider
§ 7 PM—38" Graders Meet in Small Groups—Normal Confirmation how you want to thank God for his gift of faith in

: 8" Grade Snacks: Heidi Oslund & Shelly Guggemos you!

- Nov 2"! __ Fellowship Night in Small Groups

% Set-Up: Chad Beavers & Family Take Down: Julie Spanos & Family / 102z2122Gr at M

: Acolyte & Usher Schedule: ¢ i gl Vv IF h AQME:

; Oct. 2" 8:30am Karly Nelson & Antonio Weitz 10:45: Cody Beavers, Wyatt ~ CAllig AL O b ey Gladers

i White PP: Carter Zeppelin

Oct. 9™ 8:30am Anika Ellingson & Anna Cottington 10:45: Carissa Defries,
§Adam Steichen, PP: Trevor Zeppelin
= Oct 16™ 8:30am Grace Spanos & Remi Zeppelin 10:45: Kaitlynn Beighley,
# Noah Elam PP: Breanna Olson
Oct 23" One Service 9:30 AM — Aric Nelson & Derek Fruetel
Oct 30™ 8:30am: Emily Driver & Antonio Weitz

Join us on Wednesdays from
‘? 7-8:30 PM

for a night of fun,
P SISO conversation, and
faith connections.

e e N e e e e e e e

8™ & 9™ Graders...

* Parent Serving Note: Because there were limited spots available at the Parent
Student Meeting in September, we have now added additional Set-Up/Take
Down and Snack volunteers. Please, sign-up for additional opportunities in the
Church Office

" Acolyte Schedule: there were also limited spots available for Acolyting — so
see the church office for additional acolyte/usher opportunities. Thank you.

i
|

S Youth Band - 9"-12™ Graders :
§> Wednesdays @ 6 PM :
I

|

I

¥ Practice @ 6, then lead Youth Worship
@ 7 p.m. Join us!
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b.oAZS BV LAve Live LAve BAZS LAve Live B7s LAve Live LA%$ Ve Ve LAve LAve M%7 Dive LAve LAV
% " Service Opportunities—Stuff-A —Truck Sunday, Oct 9™ 9-11 am; help for Vj;v v OV Sy AR Iy S Iy S Sy v Ry iy “2?;
©  MSTers on Rummage Sale, week leading up to Oct 8" & Sale Day, Oct 8™ iys \ : iys
g' Looking ahead: Service Opportunities for Lucia Breakfast, Dec.10™ 3;2 Middle School Faith Adventures 3;2
% * ACTIVITY POINTS—HS Saturday Night ALiV?ﬁ Oct 15" to the Twin Cities 3% Ottdbar Event: 3%
:  Spm-Midnight; MS Halloween Surprise Oct 28" 6:30-8:30 PM, Classic Mov- 3% : 73
¢ ieNight, Oct 15" 5 pm. % Bonfire at Anna ;7@0
% D D
* 10th Graders... ;v‘z HOrI;Tl € ;VAZ
%" 10" graders attend Confirmation Wed. Oct 5™ and 12™ from 7-8:30 PM i Friday, Oct 28 " 6:30 -8:30 PM e
i 1x1 Interviews Begin the Week of Oct 14™. Be sure to have completed your 5% _ 5%
: Lessons on Assurance workbook, Creed, Lord’s Prayer & Faith Statement, & ;;2 JOIN us for a GREAT nlght_ of fun! 85
. bring your selected Bible Verse. Reminder: parents & students need to attend © 237 Meet at Cottingt j‘xﬂ (
¢ the 1 hour interview. ;'2 _ Street Litchfieldi see the Tunnel for ;'2
% “ Oct 26th—6:30pm Conﬁm%ation Banquet; 7:30-9:30pm Rehearsal & Pictures; ;:v ! A= directions! ;:v
¢ Please, RSVP by Oct 16" for the Banquet B o
%u OCtOber 30th _Conﬁmatlon Sunday at 10'45 AM. 2;;1 ve Live ’Vﬂ e LV LV Live Live Live LIV Live Live Live Live Live Live Live L Vz;;
% Reminders. ﬂv‘4<7v‘4ﬂv‘4ﬂv‘4ﬂv‘4<7v‘4<7v‘4<7;4ﬂv4ﬂv4<7v4<7v4<7v4ﬂv4ﬂv4<7v‘4<7v‘4<7v‘4ﬂv‘4ﬂv4
% Remember your Acolyte & Usher Commitments, You are responsible for finding your own Sub if %@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@%
’t be there.
: you can & Ak ‘ &
%COHﬁI‘mation Commitments: & MST 2012 anﬂ & Sou‘[‘h Ameﬁca &
% Sermon notes (need 20) & Service Hour slips (need 25 hours); 4 Activity Points & &
® - ®
Calling all Middle Schoolers: & We dnescrl\laengirif;:g;: e
Synod Youth Gathering, Willmar, MN % Y %
November 18"™-19" & Thi
. is month: Prep for the Rummage ®
Cost $40 (hopefully will lower to $30) @ X ®
Sign-Up & Register by Oct. 2™ ® Sale the week of Oct 2. Sale on Sat- @
% urday Oct 8™ 8am-Noon. Please, help %
Sign-up for a night filled with fun—great bands, ® ,iit as W e Athe WG o AR ®
speakers, great games, swimming, and all night fun! @ IYE et D Ytk oq v ¥ ®
It’s a great weekend of faith-filled fun! Join us! ® sale. Be at church by 7 Am the day of @
Check out the information in Higher Grounds Cafe 6 e
j : g i ® the sale. ®
Sign-Up & Register by Oct. 2 e P.5 %
GlelelelelelelCleISGIGICICICICICICICISIGIGICIE




Council Highlights/Teams

Church Council Minutes:
First Lutheran Church, Litchfield, MN
Tuesday, August 16, 2011, 7pm

Our Mission:
“FLC exists to Welcome people to faith in Jesus Christ; Equip per-
sons with a faith that works in real life; and Send us in service into
the world in Jesus’ name.”

“‘GOD’'S WORK.
OUR HANDS.”

First Evangelical Lutheran
Council Membership Present:

Chur‘;g lclounC“ 2012: Mark Bredeson, Elaine Lenhard, Rick Fischer, Renee Mahlow
2013: Sacia Matheson, Amy Nelson, Andrea Michels
PRESIDENT: Mark Bredeson 2014: Rick Sandry, Joel Michaletz, Chuck Eberhard, DeAnn Elj

VICE PRESIDENT- Rle Fischer‘ Opening the Meeting:
SECRETARY: Amy Nelson
TREASURER: Chuck Eberhard

Devotions by Mark Bredeson

Next months Devotions: Elaine Lenhard

Secretary Report: Motion made by Rick Sandry to Accept with corrections; Elaine Lenhard Seconded Motion; Accepted
Treasurer Report: Motion made by Chuck Eberhard to Accept; Andrea Michels Seconded Motion;

Accepted. Report placed on file.

TEAM REPRESENTATIVES:
Christian Education:

Deann El] Conducting the Business:
yf:; Ii(islz?\"e‘:-ly- 1. Properties Committee- Church Sign Update:

Estimated cost is $20,000.00. Viewed sketch of proposed sign; the overall dimensions of the proposed design are
10’ x 8’ with a 3° x 5’ screen. The message that it displays has the ability to change every 14 seconds and would
function from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily. All controls are set from the office including messaging, brightness and
clarity. The sign would read from both sides.

Stewardship & Finance:
Joel Michaletz
Chuck Eberhard
Sacia Matheson

Social Ministry: It was noted that items to be researched further include Warranty of the screen as well as Insurance coverage and

Elaine Lenhard
Evangelism:

Andrea Michels
Endowment/Memorial:

Renee Mahlow

DONATIONS

The shopping cart will remain
in the narthex for your non
perishable donations for the
Food Shelf. The needs are
great within our community
and your contributions are
greatly appreciated.

— Social Ministry Team
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the capability of our current computer system and memory space availability.

Recommendation of Project/Concept with a “friendly” amendment that provides for the Property Team/ Sign
Committee to develop a Trigger-Point that allows for a “moving forward” state for the building of the sign. Mo-
tion made by Chuck Eberhard to Accept; DeAnn Elj Seconded Motion; Accepted.

Property: 2. Paint Church:
Rick Sandry The surfaces have been pressure washed and the painting will follow.
Dean Elam Tree removal: Looking for someone to remove the two trees in front; City will NOT remove at no cost as dis-
Worship & Music: cussed previously. Property Committee is to line someone up to take care of tree removal.
Amy Nelson
Personnel: Proposal of new carpet for God’s Promised Land Sunday School Area presented.
Chuck Eberhard The cost of the carpet for the main room only is $1900.00. Also included in this proposal are two ceiling fans with
Mark Bredeson remote controls to help regulate the air flow throughout the room. The cost for this is $550.00, which includes
electrical work and installation. The total cost of $2450.00 to be covered by the Contingency Fund. Motion made
by Renee Mahlow to Accept; Joel Michaletz Seconded Motion; Accepted.
PROGRAM STAFF
1 Interim Senior Pastor 3. Defibrillator Update:
Robert Dahl The cost of the AED Device is $1695.00 which includes the AED Unit with Warranty, a wall mount case and 3-D
1 Associate Pastor wall mount sign with a strobe light and alarm, sleeve& pediatric pads. The unit is voice automated and prompts
Christa Forsythe each step instructionally. The cost for this unit is to be covered by the interest income from the Dedicated Ac-
o ' . count. Motion made by Chuck Eberhard to Accept; Sacia Matheson Seconded Motion; Accepted.
f  Christian Education Director
Julie Dengerud 4. Hobby Night:
1 Financial Secretary The Evangelism Team have been working on “Hobby Night.” This is the opportunity for members to participate in
Jeanne Hoyer a 6-8 week segment led by a fellow member within our Congregation allowing them to gather and share in their
1 Bookkeeper interests, hobbies, talents and gifts. More to Come as this unfolds!
Sacia Matheson
5. Family Picnic:
John Danzeisen will be ordering the food for this event; Sloppy Joes, brats, hotdogs, fruit, beans and salad will be
a part of the menu this year. An ice cream “Sunday” Bar will be offered as dessert.
6. Membership Role Update:
Call lists were distributed between Council Members. Calls are to be made regarding the membership status of the
individuals on each list and the information gathered should be brought to the next Council Meeting.
FOOD SHELF
7. Fall Stewardship Drive:

“Cottage Meeting” Discussions will be held on five different evenings in October, 2011. The meetings will last
only 45 minutes and will allow for the opportunity for attendees to talk with Council Members and the Team they
represent. WELCA will be providing coffee at these meetings.

Budget Planning:
Updated Ledger sheets were disbursed and should be brought to Team Meetings to review and make any changes
to Budget Plans for the upcoming year.

*QGarden Harvest Offerings will be available again this year: If you have any Garden Offerings to share, please bring them
in. If you are in need of any Garden Offerings, please stop in and help your self! There will be a table set up in the Hall
Entrance now through the month of October.
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RECYCLE CARDS

Just a reminder to all - we do recycle cards for all
occasions, Christmas, Birthday, efc., here in the
church office all year. Just bring in your used cards
and drop them in the box under the office table.

LIBRARY NEWS

We have Reverend Herbert
Journey of Grace: The Formation of a Leader and a
Church.

This autobiography of the Rev. Dr. Herbert Chilstrom
is the story of his life as it intertwines with the church from baptism

to the present day. The book begins with a reflective account of his
family roots, childhood, education, pastoral and teaching career. The
subsequent narrative incudes his life as a synod bishop, his role in the
formation of the ELCA, and his ministry as the first ELCA presiding
bishop. His focus on leadership, while central to this narrative, is told
in the context of the larger scene of the major historical events that
were happening at the time. Embedded in his story are deeply person-
al accounts of his family experience, including the role of his wife,
Corinne, the trauma of the death of their son, Andrew, and the impact
of his developmentally challenged brother, David.
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. .continued from page 6, August 2011 Counc
Mark Bredeson received a letter from the SWMN Synod regarding a suggestion of change to
First Lutheran Church’s Constitution. This suggestion was specifically related to the “Sale or
Encumbrance of Real Estate” and will be addressed at the annual Congregational Meeting.

Reviews have been performed for Renee Capistrant and Julie Dengerud. Renee has recommend-
ed that the Praise Team recruit more members and that the Microphones be updated. Julie has
recommended the scheduling of Staff meetings with Staff Members.

Reviews for Associate Pastor Christa Forsythe, Janitors, Joel Ramthun and Scott Nelson will be
performed in the near future.

Pastor’s Comments:

Pastor Christa:

Confirmation Meeting is up-coming; all is on schedule for fall.

Working with Julie Dengerud regarding Sunday School; all is on schedule for fall

She has been in touch with the Call Committee; all is on task and the Committee is making pro-
gress.

Pastor Bob:

2" Mile September has been introduced and signs have been put up throughout the Church.
Radio spot will begin on the first Monday in September and each Monday to follow — It will be
a 3-5 minute segment shortly before 8 a.m. Recordings will begin next week.

*Council Members that are nearing the end of their term are asked to consider renewing their
term in the upcoming year. New Council Members will be nominated as needed.

Closing the Meeting:

Praver Requests:

Gene Thomas

Diane Maahs

Joe Berube, Sr. for safekeeping
Call Committee and new Pastor

Dates to Remember:

Thanks to Joe Berube, Sr.

Family Picnic September 11, 2011

2" Mile September introduced August 14, 2011
Next Team Meetings — September 6, 2011

Next Council Meeting — September 20, 2011
Thank you to John Sommerfeld and the Properties Committee for the new railing

Adjourn

Respectfully Submitted,
Amy Nelson

Looking Ahead:

row River Conference Church Music Festival will be held
Sunday, November 6th at 7 PM at Gethsemane Lutheran in Dassel. Join with
our Crow River Churches and hear musical selections from each congregation
including our own!
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MEMORIALS AND MONETARY GIFTS
book. A

A MONETARY GIFT was given to the ELW Hym-
nal Fund for the purchase of an accompaniment book,
in memory of family and loved ones, by the Wayne &
Mattie Baumgartner Family.

A MONETARY GIFT was given anonymously to
help fund the Lifeline service for members of FELC.
A MONETARY GIFT was given to the General
Fund in memory of Carol Goins by Wayne & Mattie
Baumgartner.

A MONETARY GIFT was given to the General Fund in
honor of their 50th Wedding Anniversary by Karl & Dar-
lene Lundin.

A MONETARY GIFT was given to the General Fund in
memory of Dale Rust by the Norman & Joanne Rust Fami-
ly.

X MONETARY GIFT was given to the ELW Hymnal
Fund in memory and in honor of her husband and children

by Rosanna Reinke.
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The call committee would like to take
this time to thank the Church Council,
Sacia, Pastors: Bob, Christa and Tom and
the entire congregation for their help,
support and prayers as we worked
through the process to call a Senior Pas-
tor. It has been both a privilege and an
honor to serve on this committee. We
gratefully appreciate the faith and trust
you gave us to represent the congrega-
tion.
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In Christ,
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Lisa Barto, Corevy Cervin,

All Danzeisen, Steve Dengerud,
Vivian Graff, Everett Hantge,
Jean Fischeér, & Jerry Johnson
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: NOTES OF THANKS...
)

' Thank you very much for letting the Red Cross
' Bloodmobile use your beautiful church.

I
: Brenda

: American Red Cross
)

)

)

:The Quilters would like to express a sincere
:thank you to all who have supported us ,
) through the years. Whether it was financially or -
' by donating fabric & sewing supplies, it is be-
' cause of your generosity we have had a suc-
' cessful program. Many have benefitted and en-
:joyed our quilts, locally and afar. -

Thanks so much,
Doris Birkmeyer and Bev Nelson



Women of the ELCA

Women of the ELCA

MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 2011 MEETING

First Lutheran WELCA met on Thursday, September 8, 2011, at 1:30 PM. President Marilyn Swan-
son opened the meeting with a welcome after which the WELCA purpose statement was read by

all. Devotions were given by Pastor Christa on music used in our worship. Jerry Johnson gave a
presentation on the "Life Line" system with which he began working. The program was given by Ju-
dy Hulterstrum with the topic being the different worship books the church has used over the years
and also some much loved hymns and the story behind them.

The business meeting began by approving the secretary's and treasurer's reports. There was a spelling
correction in the secretary report and a clarification of one of the expenses on the treasurer re-

port. President Marilyn showed the cranberry worship book, bought by the WELCA, which will be
used on the altar. Mae Brehmer representing the nominating committee presented the ballot for nomi-
nation of a new vice president and treasurer. Dianne Thorp was elected as vice president and Karen
Eberhard as treasurer. Gladys Johnson reported on information regarding the serving of cupcakes
rather than cakes for funerals. This will be tried for a year to see how it works. The Lucia Committee
has asked for 6 new costumes in size 16 to be sewn for the Lucia breakfast. Marilyn asked for volun-
teers.

Announcements included the Crow River Fall Conference at Peace Lutheran in Cosmos on October
25th. There will be a sign up sheet for those attending must sign up and pay by October 11. The pro-
gram will be a Willmar woman who has done volunteer work in Africa. The in kind offering will ei-
ther be child care kits or gifts to the Malaria Initiative. Since there will be no Harvest Festival this
year, WELCA will meet on October13. Turn in Act Boldly boxes.

The meeting was adjourned and coffee and dessert were served.

Secretary,
Shirley Lekander

Crow River Conference Fall Gathering

Will be October 25th at Peace Lutheran Church, Cosmos. Registration begins at 4:30 PM
Guest Speaker will be Carrie Van Epps, a retired RN living in Willmar. She has been a
volunteer to Liberia five times. Register in the church office, fee is $9.00, Deadline to
register is October 11th.

Look for Harvest .
Envelopes...

inserted in this newsletter, you *
may return them at the October
13th WELCA meeting or in the offering plate :
worship.

Quilting Missions MST~World
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First News
is a monthly publication of
Oct.

First Evangelical 15th

Lutheran Church
703 S. Sibley Ave. % |
Litchfield, MN 55355

Please send submissions to:
The Church Office by October 15th

For the NEXT ISSUE: November 2011
firstoffice@hutchtel.net

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15th

HOLY WORD THEATER

In the midst of a nation reeling from WW1, two German
orphans move from a wartime internment camp to a
Pacific Northwest farming community where they find both
support and hostility from others who have sons in the war.

How does the community overcome their pain and

S

For a list of
items still
needed for
LWR School
Kits, see Page 4
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MOVIE NIGHT

5:00 P.M.
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