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A Different Kind of Rest

Come to me, all you who are weary and carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.
Matthew 11:28

This past week, I counted (to myself) the number of times people said in front
of me both that they were extremely busy and that they were tired, worn out, or
needed a rest of some kind. I began keeping track of this because it seems a
common theme in our lives. If the results of my tallying are representative,
then 1t’s fair to say that we are way-too-busy and need rest. Badly.

Senior Pastor
Paul Lutter

Thinking more about this, I wondered how and where people find the kind of

rest that brings about restoration and renewal. Some will no doubt begin listing their hobbies, mter-
ests, and passions that help them to unwind. I’d love to learn how and where you find rest that
leads to restoration and renewal. For instance, it 1s no secret to some of you that I love(!) to read
and write, travel, and starting again this coming summer after a ten-year hiatus, playing golf. I have
other interests, too. And so do you.

In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus invites people who are weary to the bone to come and rest. Not inviting
them to play golf (or hockey, or football, or going boating or...) with him, Jesus invites his disciples
- us - to a different kind of rest. It’s the kind of rest that knows what weighs you down, stresses
and bums you out, because it comes from the very One who walks alongside of you in your daily
life, carrying you when you are so frazzled you don’t know which end 1s up.

It’s the kind of rest that brings about nothing less than new life.
For Jews and Christians alike, this kind of different, new life-giving rest is known as Sabbath.

When Moses 1s given the Ten Commandments by God, it 1s the third that calls people to this dif-
ferent kind of rest in a time of Sabbath. In this time of rest, God gives people the time and space to
focus on our relationship with God through prayer, worship, and especially through listening to
and studying God’s Word. Sabbath time 1s also about experiencing God through worship as a
communal, community activity, with family and fellow members of the body of Christ. It’s about
connecting with God and the world in a way that brings about new life, and rest and strength for
our souls. Martin Luther explains the Third Commandment as a time set apart to “gladly hear and
learn God’s Word.” (It should be pointed out that this commandment doesn’t mean we should
sleep through sermons, but listen to them gladly. In fact, Luther will elsewhere say that we are sup-
posed to pray for our pastors who preach, and to study the texts ahead of time so that we may be
even better prepared to “gladly hear and learn God’s Word.”)

People often mistake Sabbath time as a time to either catch up on what they couldn’t get done the
rest of the week, or as a time to catch up on one’s sleep, or to go do something fun and relaxing
other than resting in God’s Word. While these are good things, they aren’t the focus of Sabbath.
Sabbath 1s God’s gift to us to give us space and time for God to get done with us what he promises
to do with and for us.

...continued on page 2

EQUIPPING
CONGREGATIONAL
LEADERS DAY
February 11, 2012 -9am-3.30pm
Calvary Lutheran Church, Willmar MN

For Congregation members, council

Check it

out??

Matthew 18:20 —“For
where two or three are
gathered in my name, there am I

among them.” members, Christian Educators, pastors...everyone!

Details & Registration - Stop by the church office

“FISH” Small Groups
Fun... Inviting... Study... Help...

7y, Southwestern Minnesota Synod
soi5g Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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FELC Members invite you to join a God'swork. Qurhands.
small group! Members will be leading
short, six week long, small groups on

topics of personal interest.

MST Time & Talent Auction

MST after many years is once again doing the Time
and Talent Auction.

Office Hours:
Monday—Friday:
8:30am-12:30pm & 1:30pm-5:00pm

Staff Meetings are every Tuesday
from 9:30 am—10:30 am.

Some groups that will be offered:
Card Making, Wood Carving Hold-
ing Crosses, Book Club, Wine
Tasting and Winery Tour, Mitten
Making
A full list and description of groups 1s
advertised in the Narthex.

We will be hosting the auction on
Sunday, February 19",
There will be a chili lunch beginning at 12 p.m.
with the talent show and auction to follow.

We are we are still in need of time and talent dona-
tions. Please submit your items to be auctioned to
an MST member or the church office on a 3x5 card
with name, address and phone number.




Servant Quarters

Staff Reports

ON-LINE: firstlitchfield.org —- Check us out on the Web
Please, pass on your feedback and input to Pastor Christa, Rick Fisch-
er and Sacia Matheson our Web Team. Look for Upcoming Events &
Updates and the addition of our monthly newsletter.

~ ing me into the congregation. In case I didn’t get to
y meet you during my month at First Lutheran, I'm
Dave Nissen. I am a Senior at Gustavus Adolphus Col-
lege. I will be graduating this spring with a major in
Religion and minors in Classical Languages and Mu-
sic. During January I was lucky enough to shadow Pas-
tor Paul as well as work with some of the staff here at FELC. I was
even “lucky” enough to have had the opportunity to preach on the

15th.

I’m writing this to say thank you to the congregation. You welcomed
me with open arms. After two days I felt like I had been in this church
for 20 years (in a good way). Also it was amazing to see how many
people are active in this congregation. It was wonderful to be able to
be here during this time of healing and building both of the congrega-
tion and of individual faith lives.

David Nissen

During my internship I have learned so many things about what it
takes to be a good pastor. I’ve learned not only from the people of the
congregation, but also from your amazing staff. Pastor Paul and Pastor
Christa have shown me how to be a caring and open pastor. The rest
of the staff have shown me how much goes on behind the scenes and
how to be successful in completing those tasks, although they do more
that I could possibly know. And the congregation has shown me how
to be the hands and feet of our Lord.

God has really blessed me with the opportunity of a life time to come
to this church and serve with all of you, whether that's staff or laity.
I’m excited to see the wonderful works that come out of this church in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and [ am glad to be apart of those
things, whether they occur during this month or in the future.

That leads me into an exciting announcement. I will be joining the
congregation as a member in the month of February. My home con-
gregation recently left the ELCA and since I want to be an ELCA Pas-
tor and go to an ELCA seminary, I need to be a member of an ELCA
church. I could think of no better place to think of as home than First
Lutheran. I’m looking forward to being welcomed into this communi-
ty as a member and sharing with all of you in the joy, sadness, fear,
and hope that this congregation places in God’s care.

Thanks for your help, love, faith, and acceptance,
Dave Nissen

...A Different Kind of Rest, continued from page 1

During the season of Lent, in our mid-week worship services, God will
give us time and space for God to get his Word ito us. Our focus for
these mid-week Lenten worship services will be Luther’s Small Cate-
chism. Fach person will be given a Small Catechism for use during wor-
ship, and to use with your families throughout the week during Lent and
beyond. Use it together: study it. Talk about it. Live with it. Through it,
know that God 1s at work, doing with us what he promises.

We will have the opportunity this year to hear the Catechism preached
by pastors from both First Lutheran and Zion Lutheran in Litchfield.
"This will be great fun, and, I trust that God will do his work in and with
us through this opportunity. I'm also hopeful that we may continue to
build strong ties as brothers and sisters in Christ between the two con-
gregations.

I know that mid-week Lenten worship 1s a hugely popular tradition at
First. I hope this 1s also the case during this Lent. Come to worship -
and invite others to join us. Come for the soup supper beforehand.
Come and share in what God 1s up to i this new day. Use this time and
space that God has given us as a time to rest in God’s presence, trusting
that God 1s at work doing a new thing among us!

In Chrnist’s Service,
Pastor Paul Lutter

The Heart of Sabbath & Spirituality - RELATIONSHIP

Since late December, our 8" & 9" Grade confirmation students
have been learning about the 10 Commandments and the Lord’s
Prayer. One of the things we’ve emphasized over and over is
that God’s primary interest in giving us the gifts and guides of
the 10 Commandments and the Lord’s Prayer is RELATION-
SHIP. The Living God genuinely cares about our relationship
with Him and our relationship with one another. All of the
Commandments are focused on that very thing: our relationship
with God and our relationship with each other (a reflection and
an off-shoot of our relationship with God).

Associate Pastor
Christa Forsythe

So — how are your relationships going?

As Lent approaches, I can’t help but wonder about our relationships: my relationship
with you, as your pastor; each of our relationships with our God; our relationship
with one another in this body of Christ called First Evangelical Lutheran Church, and
your relationships with others in your life.

What are you longing for with God? What are you longing for with those closest to
you?

A mentor and dear sister in Christ always referred to her time with people as
“investing in things with eternal value.” It was her way of prioritizing people over
tasks. You see, everything we do in this life — relates to God and each other. There-
fore, it is of great importance that we don’t let the busyness, tasks, and “to do” lists
of life take over completely.

The world around us often tells us that THINGS versus PEOPLE are the key. How-
ever, the Bible, God’s Word (what our confirmation group is calling God’s love let-
ter to us, not God’s rulebook) encourages us that the LIVING GOD in Christ Jesus is
the first and foremost key. You see, we were created to be in relationship. Relation-
ship with God. Relationship with each other. That means that our schedules, time,
and lives often reflect what is key in our lives.

Last September, Pastor Paul and I met to talk about the possibility of serving togeth-
er here at First. One of his first questions to me was, “How are you doing? Are you
burnt out?” I responded, “Pretty good, I think I’m doing just fine, hanging in there.”
Then I moved on to talk about other things here at FELC. Later that night Pastor
Paul went home and talked with Sarah, she asked how I was, as well. Pastor Paul
responded, “She said she’s fine, so either she’s a liar or she’s in total denial. She’s
not a liar, so...”

Turns out, Pastor Paul and Sarah’s 6™ sense about me being burnt out was correct,
and by late November, | had realized it, as well. In early December, I spend a lot of
intentional time talking about being “burnt out” in relation to my job with Pastor
Paul and my Mutual Ministry team. (My mutual ministry team is a group of broth-
ers and sisters in Christ from this congregation who are my support/accountability/
refining/sounding board/prayer team. Next to God and my husband, I credit them as
the ones God used to keep me healthy/sane and your pastor throughout the last two
years of transition at FELC.)

Every marriage is a two-way street where both people are responsible and play a role
in the joys and the challenges. It is the same with pastors and congregations. Part of
the reality of me being burnt out is the level of change the last two years. Part of it is
how we as a congregation function, and part of it is how [ function in relation to my
job and call as a pastor. Somewhere in the last two years of serving as your associate
pastor, working with four different senior pastors, and as we walked through several
transitions here at FELC, I saw myself making changes to my time spent with God
and with others. When I look back, I see that I began making my job my god, in-
stead of the Living God himself. And, though I am relationally wired and pulled to
prioritize people over tasks... I look back and see that I’ve become a workaholic in
relation to my calling here at FELC. That has come with a cost, a cost to me, my
family, and my joy and energy to serve here at FELC.

I remember coming here 4 % years ago with such passion and excitement to serve
here. I love this congregation and community, that has never changed. However, I
need my batteries recharged. Or, I need a spiritual reboot.

As many of you heard announced in January, I will be on Sabbatical February 9™ to
March 9™, Jon and I take this sabbatical as a word of thank you and an act of grace
from Pastor Paul, the Council and you, FELC. First off, let me be clear about what
this sabbatical is not. Although I’ve been open with you about my own journey with
anxiety and depression throughout adulthood, I am not taking a sabbatical because of
my mental health. T am also not going anywhere... I love serving this congregation
and community as your pastor and intend to be around quite a while. This Sabbatical
is intended to be a way to get recharged spiritually and vocationally. It is intentional
time to learn, connect with God, and be recharged, so that when I return in March, I
am more of the energized, passionate pastor and sister in Christ, God has made me to
be.

The word Sabbatical gets its root and meaning from the word Sabbath. When we
look at the story of creation, it is beautiful that God looks over all he has made and
says “it is good.” Then, when finished, even the Lord of all creation rested, paused,
basked in the glory and beauty of God and all that He had created.

...Pastor Christa’s article continued on page 3




GLOBAL MISSIONS OFFERING
Our Global Missions Offering for February

Kids Against Hunger, Feeding the Children International

February Worship Schedule X
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Sunday, February 5
8:30 am - Traditional Worship w/ Holy Communion
9:30 am - Sunday School & Coffee Hour

10:45 pm - Contemporary Worship w/ Holy Communion

Sunday, February 12 -

8:30 am - Traditional Worship w/Installation of New Council
Members

9:30 am - Sunday School & Coffee Hour & Blood Pressure Clinic

10:45 am - Contemporary Worship Service w/ Installation of New
Council Members

Sunday, February 19 -
8:30 am — Traditional Worship w/ Holy Communion & 4th
Grade Lenten Cross Milestone
9:30 am — Sunday School & Coftee Hour
10:45 am — Contemporary Worship Service w/ Baptism, Holy
Communion & 4th Grade Lenten Cross Milestone
12:00 pm - MST Time & Talent Auction & Lunch

Wednesday, February 22 - Ash Wednesday
7:15 pm - Ash Wednesday Worship Service

Sunday, February 26 -New Member Sunday

8:30 am — Traditional Worship w/ receiving of new members

9:30 am — Sunday School & Coffee Hour

10:45 am — Contemporary Worship w/ receiving of new
members

God’s Promised Land will be sharing special music

Sunday, January 29

8:30 am — Traditional Worship

9:30 am — Sunday School & Coffee Hour
10:45 am — Contemporary Worship Service

6th Grade Bible Milestone at both worship services

Wednesday, February 29
6:00 pm -Lenten Soup Supper
Served by: FELC Council Members

7:15 pm -Lenten Service

Churchwide
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|a| Emma Grace Ziehl-Kleinschmidt | T :

Parents:
Avric Kleinschmidt & Jensen Ziehl

Jonumawy 2, 2012

—
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Sponsors:
Austin & Brandice Kleinschmidt
Brierly Grimsgard
|a| Chandler Kenneth Shoutz
Parents:

Alex Shoutz & Alisa Sherwood

Jonumowy 15, 2012
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|a| Sponsors:
|a| Aaron Shoutz, Alex Sherwood, e
{Amy Sherwood & Vahana Ahlbrect S/ 2 J

...Pastor Christa’s article, continued from page 2

However, what is often missed is what God says just before that first Sabbath.
God created us, male and female, and he looked at humankind and said, “It is
very good!” We were created with and for a purpose — for God and for the
sake of one another.

As I’ve shared about the joy, challenges, and blessings of serving as your pas-
tor the last 4 ' years, I hope that the emphasis on God’s longing for you to be
intimately connected with Him was never lost. I also hope you’ve heard me
emphasize how amazing it is that the God of the universe not only saves and
redeems us — but dares to partner with us on his mission to love and redeem
the world. God needs you and me, not only to connect with Him — but to share
the hope, joy, comfort, strength, forgiveness, and new life that IS in the One
Living God in Christ Jesus with the world. And that world isn’t just outside us
— it is your spouse, your child, your neighbor, even a stranger. God’s blessings
on your Sabbath journey now and as Lent approaches. May we all take time to
reconnect and recharge our relationships with God and one another!

God’s Peace — Pastor Christa

Blood Pressure
Clinic:
Sunday February 12th

9:30 AM —During Coffee

Hour
In Chilst Hall
Gene Thomas DT s T
Funeral: January 7, 2012 (‘j
Please keep his family in your @C@
S

thoughts and Prayers.

STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE CORNER

General Fund:

Income for the month of December 2011: $45,774
Expense for the month of December 2011: $33,016
Dedicated Funds as of December 2011: $10,944
Balance on hand as of December 2011 $40,291
(balance in checkbook excluding Dedicated
Funds within the General Fund)
Dedicated Savings Account:

Update as of December, 2011

Balance on hand in the Savings Account  $64,113
Building Fund:

Update as of December, 2011

Balance on hand in Building Fund $44,449

2011 Christmas Memorials

General Fund $1,165
Balcony Piano $1,220
Church Sign $1,730
Special Needs Outreach $475
Lifeline $280
Nesseth Fund $125
Bell Choir $115
Library $25
Exterior Lighting $50
WELCA $10
Quilting $25




April 29th

Cosmic Bowling
Litchfield Bowling Center

Stay tuned for more
information
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KINGDOM

COMPANY CHOIR &3
Thursdays 3-4:45 PM
Sept-May
For 1st-5th Graders
Director:
Katie Hulterstrum
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Singing in worship:
God’s Promised Land
(grades preschool-Kindergarten)
will be sharing special music:

Sunday, February 26th at the
10:45 am Worship service
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""r-d} Py Snow Tubing!

Saturday, February 11th
2-4 PM
At Powder Ridge Tubing Hill
In Kimball, MN

Join us for a great event for
kids, teens, and families of all
ages!
Dress warm & prepare for a
great day of FUN in the SNOW!!! 5
Kids 6th Grade & under need to -
be accompanied by an adult.
Check-in with Pastor Christa at
the Powder Ridge tubing hill
See you there!
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Bible and the Good News of God’s story of love

e
MILESTONE MINISTRY

Milestone Ministry is one of the ways FELC supports parents in the prom-
ises they make to God on behalf of their children’s faith lives at the time
of Baptism. One important aspect of that is exposing your kids to the

for them in the Bible.

This month our 3rd and 6th Graders receive new Bibles.
4th Grade Lenten Crosses:

* Make your Lenten Crosses, Sunday, February 12th during Sunday School
* Receive your Lenten Crosses, Sunday, February 19th at either worship service

5th Grade First Communion:

* Look for info in the March newsletter about dates to make your 1st Communion
Chalices & 1st Communion Class Times
* Note: your First Communion will be Maundy Thursday, 5th at 7:15 PM

Sign-up for

\ \ y
b d !
~7 T A
/, - D / |
71—\

Wi | | ma
YMCA Fa
Swi m Da

Saturday,

EEEEEEREEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN

Summer Camp is Coming!

Camp Now!!!

- -
8 3
’ 20/20 CLUB

Reminder:

If you attend both Sunday School
and Worship, fill out the yellow
sheets and place in
the offering plate.

n
47/7
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Sign-up for a life-changing week for children of all
ages. Green Lake Lutheran Ministry Brochures
and Summer Camp information in the church
office!
= Take advantage of early bird pricing

March 17t h
l11adn 00 pm

Sign Up in the

Church Office

for this great
youth & family event!

HS Saburday
Night AlIVE...

February 11th
At
6:45 PM
...stay tuned for details




Middle School & High School Youth Ministry

Contact Pastor Christa anytime:
FLC 693-2487; Cell 320-266-2344

Youth and Famlly —FLYPAPER
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Confirmation / JAM Time for 8™ & 9™ Graders
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%

:

¢ Confirmation February Schedule:

¢ Feb 1% - Teaching Night— in large & small groups

i Set-Up: Tom & Beth Fruetel Family; Take Down: Chris & Jen Madsen Family

§ Feb 8" - Teaching Night—in large & small groups — MENTOR NAMES DUE TODAY

£ Set-Up: John & Katie Hulterstrum Family; Take Down:

. Feb 11" — 2-4pm Snow Tubing at Powder Ridge. Leaders: Larry & Pam Radunz

% Feb 15" - SMALL GROUPS — % Teaching night & Y Fellowship (Note: NO Parents’
Night)

% No set-up & take down on the 15™

% LENT BEGINS — CHANGE OF SCHEDULE — STUDENTS MEET

; WITH MENTORS

: Feb 22" 7:15 PM — Ash Wednesday Worship — Worship w/ your family & mentor

: Students & Mentors do not meet together tonight

§ Brief Mentor Meeting in Chilstrom Hall following worship

%

:

:

.
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Feb 29" - LENT MENTORS
6 pm — Soup Supper — optional
7:15pm — Worship w/ your mentor (note special sermon note)
8-8:30 PM — 1x1 Discussion w/ your mentor in Chilstrom Hall

Acolyte & Usher Schedule:

Feb 5™ 8:30am Cale Alsleben & 10:45: Mike Oslund & Jake Jones

Feb 12™ 8:30am Sammi Kalkbrenner & Addie Lokken 10:45: Grace Spanos & Alison Radunz

Feb 19th 8:30am Ellen & Jane Hulterstrum 10:45: Wyatt White & Anika Ellingson

Feb 22" — Ash Wednesday — 7:15 PM & (both still needed)

Feb 26™ 8:30am: Noah Elam & Nathean Anderson-Otto 10:45 am: Alison Radunz & Kaitlynn

Beighley

Feb 29™ — Lent Wednesday, 7:15 PM: Cale Alsleben & Derek Fruetel

Mar 4™ 8:30am: Devin Zeppelin & Cale Alsleben 10:45am: Kaitlynn Beighley & Carissa
Defties

9™ Graders: Winter Check-Up Retreat was moved to March 16™ at 8 PM to March 17" at 8 AM

§ v Parent Serving Note: See the Parent Volunteer Sign-Up in the Church Office for additional
spots to serve. All Parents are asked to serve at least twice between January & May.Sunday

% School Snacks — Part of your parent volunteer service can be bringing snacks for Sunday School.
§ Please, see the sign-up sheet by Higher Grounds

© v Acolyte Schedule: There are still many spots remaining. Including summer. All confirmation
% students are asked to acolyte/usher three times between January and May and at least once in the

2 summer. This is a confirmation commitment that all confirmation students are asked to do, re-
£ gardless of their service hour totals. Thank you.
% v Service Opportunities (Need 25)—Help MST with Time & Talent Auction, Feb 19"

%
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Snow Tubing!

Saturday, February 11th 2-4PM 3
At Powder Ridge Tubing Hill i
In Kimball, MN i

+ Join us for a great event for kids, i
«

teens, and families of all ages!
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+ Prepare for a great day of FUN!!! £
+ Dress warm & prepare for a great %
day of FUN in the SNOW!!! oF
+ Kids 6th Grade & up, if no parent o
accompanying you, please, get .
dropped off at the Powder Ridge =
Tubing Hill & check-in with Pastor
Christa or Karla Hyberger. <
s Check out the Tunnel & Website &
for more details & to sign-up. ;'
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MST Time & Talent Auction

MST after many years is once again doing the Time
and Talent Auction.
We will be hosting the auction on
Sunday, February 19",
There will be a chili lunch beginning at 12 p.m.
with the talent show and auction to follow.

We are we are still in need of time and talent dona-
tions. Please submit your items to be auctioned to
an MST member or the church office on a 3x5 card
with name, address and phone number.
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Mankato, MN.

h
Sign up by Feb 8th. For 9"-12" graders

March 30-March 31

9th Grade Cleck

For all 9th Grade
Confirmation

URBAN IMMERSION

April 20th -22nd, 2012

: Retreat In Minneapolis
Great kend of ngh SChOOI SynOdYOUth Want a mini mission trip?
th filled funt At t Gathering March 18ffth Want a chance to serve others,
faith -filled fun! At the A Wl chance to t
Best Western in Take My Hand-&8 P @pm48gm 1 grow in fai ave a grea

time?

This is for you!
Sign -up by February 18th!

Students

High School Ski Tri

o March 9™-11™ for 8™-12™ graders
o  Ski at Giants Ridge in Biwabik, MN
«  Stay at Gethsemane Lutheran Church
in Virgina, Minnesota
Sign-up by March 4™ for a GREAT weekend filled with fun in
God's great outdoors. Ski, board, connect with friends, play

066666066 606666666666666 @@u@@@

games, worship God, and more! Join us for a great
k weekend of faith-filled funl /

®

L MST 2012 Brazil & South A@“
% ¢ Next Meeting: February 1st at 6:45 PM @
® ®
® s Time & Talent Auction -Sunday, February 19th ®
o at1zem 4
® ®
® ¢+ The 2012 team is: Tanner Eberling, Sara Mackedanz, @&
% Nicole Madsen, Miranda Michaletz, Levi Cottington, %
@&  Brandon Findley, & Elijah Michaletz. ®
® ®
® PS5 @
®HOHHHEEHHOHEHHOEHEEHEHHEOOEEHEEG®



Council Highlights/Teams

-]
“‘GOD’S WORK.

Church Council Minutes:

OUR HANDS.”

First Evangelical Lutheran
Church Council
2011
PRESIDENT: Mark Bredeson

VICE PRESIDENT: Rick Fischer

SECRETARY: Amy Nelson
TREASURER: Chuck Eberhard

TEAM REPRESENTATIVES:
Christian Education:
Deann Elj
Youth & Family:
Rick Fischer
Stewardship & Finance:
Joel Michaletz
Chuck Eberhard
Sacia Matheson
Social Ministry:
Elaine Lenhard
Evangelism:
Andrea Michels
Endowment/Memorial:
Renee Mahlow
Property:
Rick Sandry
Worship & Music:
Amy Nelson
Personnel:
Chuck Eberhard
Mark Bredeson

PROGRAM STAFF

e  Senior Pastor
Paul Lutter
e Associate Pastor
Christa Forsythe
e Christian Education Director
Julie Dengerud
e Financial Secretary
Jeanne Hoyer
e Bookkeeper
Holly Cottington

FOOD SHELF
DONATIONS

The shopping cart will remain in
the narthex for your non per-
ishable donations for the Food

Shelf. The needs

are great within our
community and your
confributions  are

greatly appreciated.

P.6

First Lutheran Church, Litchfield, MN
Tuesday, December 20, 2011, 7pm

Our Mission:
“FLC exists to Welcome people to faith in Jesus Christ; Equip per-
sons with a faith that works in real life; and Send us in service into
the world in Jesus’ name.”

Council Membership Present:

2012: Mark Bredeson, Elaine Lenhard, Rick Fischer, Renee Mahlow
2013: Amy Nelson, Andrea Michels

2014: Rick Sandry, Chuck Eberhard,

Opening the Meeting:

Devotions by Pastor Paul Lutter

Next months Devotions: Renee Mahlow

Secretary Report: Motion made by Chuck Eberhard to Accept; Elaine Lenhard Seconded Motion; Accepted
Treasurer Report: Motion made by Chuck Eberhard to Accept as printed; Rick Sandry Seconded Motion;
Accepted. Report placed on file.

Conducting the Business:

Items:
Request to allow for Maximum IRS allowable Housing for 2012 for Pastor Paul Lutter and Pastor Christa For-
sythe. Motion made by Chuck Eberhard to Accept; Motion Seconded by Rick Sandry. Motion Accepted.

Recommendation by Pastor Paul Lutter for a one month paid Sabbatical for Pastor Christa Forsythe. Prospective
dates of the Sabbatical to be February 9, 2012 — March 9, 2012. This will allow for Pastor Christa to reflect, pray,
heal and renew her focus.

It is further recommended that she be allowed an allowance of $1000.00 while she is on Sabbatical for personal
expenses incurred during this time of healing.

The Personnel Committee is in favor of these recommendations.

Motion made by Chuck Eberhard to Accept Recommendations; Motion Seconded by Rick Sandry. Motion Ac-
cepted.

The Theatre “Cry Room” will be available beginning January 8, 2012. The staffed Nursery will follow, begin-
ning in February.

Recommendation to explore the hiring of an outside investigation of the patterns of the Congregation at First Lu-
theran Church and why we continue to historically be so hard on our Staff. Pastor Paul will research this and
make further recommendation to Council Members.

1. Boiler Job Description:
Joel Ramthun to hold position; his Boiler’s License will be hung within the Church. Motion to Accept the Boil-
er’s Job Description made by Chuck Eberhard. Motion Seconded by Renee Mahlow. Accepted.

2. Nursery Staff — (Paid Position, Job Description): Tabled for this meeting.

Vote on Constitution Change:
Approved; all in favor.

4. Approve Congregation Letter:
Motion to accept letter requesting change to Constitution regarding sale of property and future Annual Meeting
dates made by Rick Sandry; Motion Seconded by Andrea Michels. Accepted.

5. Nominating Committee — Update:
The Committee has met; this is a work in progress.

6. Cottage Meetings — Update:
The Meetings went well, the information that was shared was positive. Attendance was low for meetings, there
were 98 people in attendance overall.

7. Vote on Financial Plan:
Review of the proposed Financial Plan. Motion made by Chuck Eberhard to Accept as revised; Motion Seconded
by Elaine Lenhard. Accepted.

8. Annual Meeting — Update:
The Annual Meeting will be held on January 22", 2012. There will be a meeting of open discussion the week
prior; January 15, 2012.

9. Monies Gifted (Where to designate):
There was discussion as to where gift funds should be designated from David Chilstrom and another member who
recently passed away. The total of funds gifted is approximately $59,000.00.

...continued on page 7
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Please send submissions to:
The Church Office by February 15th

For the NEXT ISSUE: March 2012
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RECYCLE CARDS

Just a reminder to all - we do recycle cards for all
occasions, Christmas, Birthday, efc., here in the
church office all year. Just bring in your used cards

and drop them in the box under the office table.

MEMORIALS AND MONETARY GIFTS

Gt Lutheran Chure

LET'S TEBOW... Throw an 80-yard, game-winning pass on
the first play of overtime in the playoffs against the defend-
ing AFC champs, and become a legend. But, where did that
legend start?

Read Tim Tebow's autobiography "Through My Eyes" to find
out about this miracle baby, born of a farming, ministering
family.

Find out about his hard working beginnings, his farming
background, how he rose to the top with his athletic abilities,
and, mostly, his absolute faith in God.

From chicken farms and his best pal, Otis, to his draft into
the NFL, Tim Tebow is a young man who, in times like the
ones we live in, is a true inspiration and role model for our
youth. Come down to the library and pick up a good read!

L’z’émfy News

...continued from page 6, December 2011 Council Minutes

10.

11.

Sunday Morning Coffee Money:

Sunday Morning Coffee money is currently being given to World Hunger Relief. It has
been requested that these monies be donated locally as well. The Council approves that
the monies donated at coffee hour on the first Sunday of the month will be given to the
Meeker County Food Shelf.

Request for Council Minutes to be printed in Newsletter next month (before approval):
It has been decided that the Council will continue to approve the Meeting Minutes prior
to being printed in the Newsletter. Change request has been declined.

Pastor’s Comments:

Pastor Paul:

First Lutheran Church has sent $2,000.00 in donations from Special Sunday offerings to
Green Lake Bible Ministries; they have sent correspondence in return, expressing their
gratitude and appreciation.

The SWMN Synod is offering a gathering, “Equipping Congregational Leadership,” on
February 11, 2012. This gathering will be at Calvary Church in Willmar, MN. This is a
good event to attend.

It’s a new day at First Lutheran Church! Members that have been inactive are currently
attending Services at First Lutheran Church and many new prospective Members are
currently seeking membership at First Lutheran Church.

Letter of Thanks from Pastor Bob Dahl.

Letter of Invitation to the SWMN Synod Gathering which will be June 8 -9™, 2012. At-
tendance of voting members is being sought.

Pastor Paul’s 13™ Anniversary of his Ordination will be June 4, 2012

Dee Bollin has brought to attention that a mandate from the State has been received re-
garding specific guidelines kitchen workers are to abide by. The guidelines will be post-
ed in the kitchen for review and should be followed.

A new lease agreement has been signed for the New Copy Machine; it will be installed
in the Work Room in January. There will be a new arrangement of equipment due to
space.

Reminder to turn Team Reports in!

The Elevator has been repaired; the cost to repair it was $2400.00.

Closing the Meeting:

Dates to Remember: Christmas Eve Services will be at 4:00; 5:30 & 11:00

Christmas Day Service will be at 9:30

Next Team Meetings — January 3, 2012
Next Council Meeting — January 17, 2012

Adjourn Prayer Requests:

Gene Thomas
Respectfully Submitted, Gage Driver & Family
Amy Nelson Xaine Schroeder

Pastor Christa & Family

Pastor Paul

Leaders in the County

Nominating Committee & New Council Members
MST International Group

For Families and safe travels over the Holiday’s

A monetary gift was given to the Bell Choir in memory
of Joan Anderson’s father by Robert & Bea Devereaux.

A monetary gift was given to the Balcony Piano Fund in
memory of Wayne Rick by John & Shirley Lekander.

A monetary gift was given to the Lifeline Fund in
memory of Sylvia Altmeyer by Florence Roeszler.

A monetary gift was given to the Balcony Piano Fund i
memory of Joan Anderson’s father by Bob & Sharon John-
son.

A monetary gift was given to the Balcony Piano Fund
and Bell Choir Fund in memory of Joan Anderson’s father
by Rand & Dianne Thorp and the Mark & Judy Hulterstrum
Family.

A monetary gift was given to WELCA, the Library, and
General Fund in memory of Estella Heining by Joyce Bjur,
Duane & Darlene Henkelman, Winton & Kris Nelson and
Ellery & Jeanette Erickson.

A monetary gift was given to the Library in memory of
Luella Nelson by William & Bonnie Nelson.

A monetary gift was given to the Balcony Piano Fund in
memory of Lowell & Margaret Wilson by Stanley & Sylvia
Kittelson.

A monetary gift was given to the ELW Hymnal Fund
m memory of loved ones by Joel & Dawn Michaletz.

A monetary gift was given to the General Fund and the
Church Sign Fund in memory of Gene Thomas by De-
Wayne & Iona Albright and Vern & Lil Madson.

A monetary gift was given to the General Fund in
memory of Ken Nelson by Bev Nelson & Family.

A monetary gift was given to the Special Needs Out-
reach Fund in memory of Herb Risbrudt by Dorothy Euerle.
A monetary gift was given to the ELW Hymnal Fund
i memory of loved ones by Joel & Dawn Michaletz.

A monetary gift was given to the Balcony Piano Fund,
Church Sign Fund and the Senior Choir in memory of Gene
Thomas by Ron & Barb Piepenburg, Arlene Poirier, Win-
ton & Kristine Nelson, Bob & Sharon Johnson, Karl & Dar-
lene Lundin, Dean & Marlys Elam and Robert & Bea

Devereaux.

A monetary gift was given to the Balcony Piano Fund
and the Quilters in memory of Adeline Burdick by her fami-
ly.

A monetary gift was given to the Special Needs Out-
reach Fund in memory of Luella Nelson by Dorothy Euerle.

NOTES OF THANKS...

: Many thanks to the January serving group, We really
j appreciate all of your support and willingness to help
:during the past month.

|
I Vivian & Harvey Graff - Co- Chair
! Jean & Rick Fischer - Co- Chair

i Thank you to the following people for helping with the
I'Discovery Kingdom Christmas Program: .
i Katie Hulterstrum, Pam Radunz, Heidi Thoma, Dale Bar- .
I'to, Mitch Kleinschmidt, Sacia Matheson, Tim Matheson,

: Ellen Hulterstrum, Alison Radunz, Megan Birch, Ali Dan-
I zeisen, Pastor Christa Forsythe, Jane Hulterstrum, Lori

: Ballard, Judy Jones, Shelly Christians, and Jean Fischer. |

: In addition, thanks to everyone that brought snacks for
1 our Saturday and Sunday rehearsals.

:A very special thanks to all of the children in Discovery -
' Kingdom who made this program come to life. And to the -
j adult shepherds for their year-long commitment towards .
:guiding these students in their journey with Jesus.

)
: God Bless,

yJulie Dengerud - Christian Education Director
I Lisa Barto - Christmas Program Co-Director

: Barb Piepenburg - Christmas Program Clo,-D.zirector



Women of the ELCA & Miscellaneous

Bulletin Board

Women of the ELCA

PLEASE RECYCLE

First Lutheran WELCA met in Chilstrom Hall at 1:30 PM 25 ) i i i i o i ")
on Thursday, January, 12, 2012. President, Marilyn Swanson, a2 \ . .
opened the meeting with a welcome after which the Purpose Ny
Statement was read. A devotional was given on John 3:16 by 19) . MO‘/IE NIGHT .
Pastor Paul Lutter. An opening hymn was sung. f—— s q L aih
. aturday, February 8t .
Installation of the WELCA officers was lead by Pastor
Paul. Chuck Eberhard presented the program entitled, Stew- Women . 5:00 P.M. .
ardship in Motion, which was used at the cottage meetings last o the
fall. I1.CA . Holy Word Theater .
Business meeting was as follows: . Featuring .
After a minor change on the November WELCA minutes both the November and . VS L AR T Mo i A .
December minutes were approved. . toni éuudl ipoudo+o oer=

There was a motion made and seconded to continue the contribution of $250 to the synod

on a quarterly basis.

A thank you note was read for the contribution of eye glass cases to Vision Honduras.
There was a request for possible scholarship money for a student in Africa. President
Marilyn will get more information. The cost would be about $95.

Announcements:

February 9 will be joint WELCA meeting with Zion at First Lutheran.
Spring Gathering will be held at Gethsemane Lutheran Church, Dassel. on Saturday, April

28.

Darlene Elam gave a report on the need to continue support for the local food shelf since ad-
ditional funds are somewhat dependent on what is received in donations in the month of

March.

Another hymn was sung and the meeting was closed with The Lord's Prayer and the table

prayer.

Secretary,
Shirley Lekander

First Lutheran Book Club Dates:

. Tuesday, March 27th
. Tuesday, April 24th
. Tuesday, May 22nd
. Tuesday, June 26th

. Tuesday, February ZStEﬁ E
¥

5| BOOK CLUB |3

All meetings are at 6:30 PM in

Chilstrom Hall

Book Club Servers:

. FebruaryCarolyn Christensen
. March Doris Birkemeyer

. Aprik Ramona Lohse

. May Carolyn Christensen

. June Phyllis Koenig

New members are always welca

Food Safety Guidelines at
First Evangelical
Lutheran Church

In order to help keep food safe that is
served at First Lutheran, all kitchen work-
ers should wash their hands with soap and
water before working in the kitchen.

When handling food, please wear gloves.
The gloves are located in the top drawer,
east end of the kitchen island.

For clean-up, please clean tables and
counters with a sanitizing solution and wipe
with a clean cloth. Sanitizer solution is in
two labeled spray bottles located under the
sink by the coffeemaker.

P.8 Thanks for your cooperation.
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...continued from page 7, Notes of Thanks

ing you all a Christ filled Christmas and New Year!
God’s Blessings —

We cannot even begin to put into words how grateful we are
for the prayers and generosity since Gage’s diagnosis. We
are blessed to have such a wonderful church family, lead by
two amazing pastors. Thank you and please keep our Gage
in your prayers as we continue through this journey. Wish-

The Drivers, Trina, Terry, Emily, Kamri, Gage and Ben.

First Lutheran Church On
The Radio!!

Tune into KLFD 1
Every Monday mornings, beginning just
before the 8:00 a.m. hour

LENTEN “GIVING CROSS” PROJECT

The 2012 Lenten “Giving Cross” Project will begin on Ash Wednesday (February 22) and continue through
Easter Sunday. The emphasis is on the Lutheran World Relief (LWR) parish projects which include Baby

Care Kits, Personal Care Kits and School Kits.

=

The cross will be located in the Narthex and filled with cards, each having an item printed on it. Please take a
card or two, purchase the items, tape the card to the item and place the items in the basket placed by the cross.

If monetary donations are made, please make the checks payable to “Giving Cross” Project. Monetary gifts

may be left at the church office also.

After Easter, the kits will be assembled and packed for Lutheran World Relief. Because shipping costs have
escalated each kit costs approximately $2.50 to ship, so monetary contributions are also appreciated. In the
past your response to this project has been overwhelming, so please take the time to make this another suc-

cessful Lenten Project.
If you have questions regarding the project please contact a committee member.

Thank you,
(& _biving Cross Committee Co-Chr, Joanne Miller and Kathy Zepplin

BABY CARE KIT
2 lightweight cotton t-shirts — (0 — 24 months)
2 gowns or sleepers (without feet) — (0 — 24 months)
2 receiving blankets

4 cloth diapers, flat fold preferred

1 jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with hood, or include a baby cap

2 pair of socks WANTED:

Used men’s Large of
Extra Large, white cotton
T-shirts to be recycled
into diapers for the Lu-
theran World Relief Giv-
ing Cross Project. Please
drop them off in the
church office.

1 hand towel, dark color recommended

® 2 bath-size (4-5 0z) ivory soap
2 diaper pins or large safety pins

PERSONAL CARE KITS

® | light-weight bath-size towel (approx 52”°x27”), dark color
recommended

2 bath size (4-5 0z) soap in original wrapping

1 adult size toothbrush in its original packaging
1 study comb

1 metal nail clippers




