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            QUESTIONS?  

         OFFICE: 320 -693 -2487  

     www.firstlitchfield.org  
Office Hours:  

M-Th 8:30am -12:30pm & 1:30pm-4:30pm 

Friday 9am -1pm 

 

Staff Meetings are every Tuesday 

from 9:30 am ñ10:30 am. 

 

Our mission :  First  

Evangelical Lutheran 

Church exists to  

welcome people to faith 

in Jesus Christ; equip 

persons with a faith 

that works in real life; 

and send us in service 

into the world in  

Jesusõ name. 

       December  2011 

December Worship Schedule 
 P 3 

Stewardship & Finance P 3 
Piano News P 3 

Christmas Memorial Form P 3 
First Lutheran Youth P 4 & 5 
Council Highlights P 6 
Thank-you Notes P 7 
Women of the ELCA  P 8 
Movie Night Info P 8 

Birthdays & Serving Group Info ï

God becomes fleshé 
It was the summer I learned Greek, just before I started full-time study at 

Wartburg Seminary. I decided one weekend to go see a friend who lived just 

outside of Milwaukee. In a strange way, the drive there was quite relaxing, and 

kind of fun. I hadnõt been to this part of Wisconsin before, so I was enjoying 

the opportunity to see something new. The time with my friend was equally 

relaxing and fun. Reconnecting with friends is often good, and this was no ex-

ception. 
 

And then there was the trip home. 
 

The car I drove at the time was new to me, but had quite a few miles on it. It was 

in good shape, inside and out. Or so I thought. As I was approaching Mt. Horeb, 

WI, my car sputtered and smoked. I pulled the car over, popped the hood, and 

was going to see what was the matter. As I approached the hood, flames shot out from underneath it. Not 

knowing much about cars (but knowing enough not to reach inside a hood from which flames emerge), I 

decided to let the car be, and began to walk to town. 
 

This was a Sunday afternoon, and if I didnõt know better, Iõd say that no one lived there. I saw no cars, no 

people out walking around, no pets frolicking on beds of green grass under the beautiful sky that day.  

Come to think of it, I couldnõt even find a payphone from which to call anyone. 
 

As if oneõs car being ablaze wasnõt enough, I should tell you that I needed to get back to Wartburg Semi-

nary; I had a Greek test the next day. Walking back to the car, now more fully engulfed in flames than be-

fore, I saw not only my car going up in smoke; I was worried that my seminary career was going up in 

smoke as well. òI wonõt be able to take the test, which means Iõll fail Greek, which means I wonõt be able to 

start full-time classes this fall, which means I wonõt be able to graduate, and that means I wonõt be able to be 

ordainedé.ó 
 

Itõs amazing, isnõt it, that oneõs thoughts snowball like that sometimes when all hell breaks loose? And, sad-

ly, I didnõt even give a thought to the possibility that God would surprise me in some way in that experience. 

How could I, since itõs clear that most of Godõs work is more hidden than not in the world? 
 

But this isnõt always the case; sometimes, in fact, God works in ways that we can see and know that God is 

among us. This was one of those times. 
 

Standing alongside my car (but far enough away so as not to be set on fire myself), I watched as cars whizzed 

right by me. Now, I donõt blame them for this. What, exactly, is someone to do for someone else in a situa-

tion like this? Wellé 
 

éit seems that a car did stop, and the person came toward me.  The conversation went like this: 

òCan I help?ó 

òYesébutéI donõt even know where to begin.ó 

òTell me whatõs going on.ó 

So, as my car burned, I told this person about my car, about my needing to take this Greek exam, and how, 

if I didnõt, my whole professional life might be in jeopardy.   

òWhereõs your seminary,ó they asked. 

òItõs all the way down in Dubuque, Iowa,ó I said, forlorn. 

òWelléit so happens that I am heading to Dubuque for a meeting, and need to be there before morning, 

too. Would you like a ride?ó 

Stunned, I finally uttered, òYes. Please. Thank you!ó 
 

Long story short: I made it back, with tons of time to spare, for the exam. I made sure that my car was 

towed and given a proper burial.  When I tried to pay this person for the ride, he said, òKeep your money; 

say a prayer for me, instead.ó Telling me about his life, I then prayed with (and for) him.  
 

In that moment, God became flesh for me. It wasnõt the first time (and itõs not been the last). In times past, 

the proclamation that God becomes flesh has been altogether scandalous: why in the world would God be-

come flesh, they would ask. Or, they might say, God canõt become flesh because God is God, and God 

would never stoop down to our level. 
 

In our time, however, God becoming flesh isnõt so much scandal, as much as it is thought to be impossible. 

òGod wouldnõt be caught dead with me, not in this situation, not when my life is such a mess. Iõm grieving. 

Iõm angry. Iõm lonely. Iõm empty,ó we might say. 
 

Yet isnõt this the amazing thing about Godõs grace? Unlike the gracious person who stopped to help me, 

who asked if I wanted help, if I wanted someone to walk with me in what I was experiencing, God shows up 

and is on the loose in our lives without our inviting God in, especially where and when all hope seems lost.  
 

This is our comfort; this we dare hope: God becomes flesh with us, for us. It seems a strange thing to hope, 

given the mess things seem to be in, that God would deign to enter into this mess. But then again, things 

werenõt much better in the time leading up to the birth of Jesus Christ.  
 

Jesus, our comfort and hope, is God becoming flesh for us. When you hear the Christmas gospel being 

read this year, pay particular attention to where Jesus is born. His parents didnõt make reservations at some 

swanky hotel (Joseph was supposed to, but he forgot). Jesus was born in a barn, in a stable, right in the 

messiest place in the whole community. The very minute Jesus was born hope became really present for the 

people of Israel ð and for us.  
 

Join us this Christmas as we rest together at the foot of the stable, where, together, we hear Christõs cry. 

Youõll know the cry when you hear it: it is a cry of life, of forgiveness, of healing, of peace, of joy, of new-

ness, and of rest. In other words, it is the cry of hope! 
 

Pastor Lutter 

Senior Pastor  

Paul Lutter  



Servant Quarters  

Staff Reports  
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ON-LINE: firstlitchfield.org ñ- Check us out on the Web  
Please, pass on your feedback and input to Pastor Christa, Rick Fisch-

er and Sacia Matheson our Web Team.  Look for Upcoming Events & 

Updates and the addition of our monthly newsletter.  

 

         
 

  

 

Piano News  

 

The Worship and Music Team has recently held discussions regarding 

the quality of our pianos.   

Though we have done our best to properly maintain these instruments 

over the years, some deterioration and loss of sound quality does occur 

over time.   In the attempt to maintain a high standard of music for 

worship, the time has come for the need to replace the piano that is 

currently in the choir loft.  This piano is used for choir rehearsals as 

well as regular worship services, funerals, weddings, and other special 

services. 

    

It has been decided to begin raising funds for the purchase of a new 

piano for use in the choir loft.  We already have in this fund $2800 

from Second Mile September funds, and $1000 from Thrivent Dollars, 

for which we are very grateful.  We have received a recommendation 

by our piano technician for a new Yamaha piano that would cost ap-

proximately $7500.   Therefore, more donations are needed before a 

purchase can be made.    We would welcome any donations to the pi-

ano fund, in the form of memorials, honorariums, etc for Christmas or 

any occasion.  Please mark your check with ñpiano fundò if you wish 

to have your donation used in this way. 

 

When a new piano is purchased, the piano that is currently used in the 

choir loft will be moved and used with Godôs Promised Land 

(preschool/Kindergarten Sunday School students).  The piano currently 

used in Godôs Promised Land has a cracked soundboard and so having 

the used piano from the balcony will be an upgrade for that area.   

 
 

Audrey Carlson 
October 31, 2011 

 

Adeline Burdick 
November 17, 2011 

 

David Chilstrom 
November 19, 2011 

 
Please keep their families in your thoughts and 

 Prayers. 

 

    

November 6, 2011 ðPastor Tom Evensonõs Ordination 

      Celebrate the Dayé 

 

Relient K is a Christian rock band that usually sings pretty wild 

punk alternative music.  However, eight years ago, they wrote a 

song called ñI Celebrate the Dayò for a special Christmas album 

they were putting out --- and it grabbed my heart and has be-

come one of my favorite Christmas songs.  My husband, the life

-long anti-Christmas music guy is married to a Christmas music 

nut, and even he loves the song.  Here are some of the lyrics: 
 

 ñAnd the first time  - That You opened Your eyes did You 

realize that You would be my Savior?  And the first breath that 

left Your lips - Did You know that it would change this world 

forever?   
 

ñAnd so this Christmas I'll compare the things I felt in prior years - To what this 

midnight made so clear -  

That You have come to meet me here.  To look back and think that - This baby 

would one day save me. 

In the hope that what You did - That you were born so I might really live.ò 
 

 ñAnd I, I celebrate the day - That You were born to die - So I could one day pray for 

You to save my life.ò 
 

At FELC, weôve been talking about the fact that it is a NEW DAYé  God has freed 

us to live into the freedom of what is to come.  We are blessed and enriched by the 

lessons from our past and our cherished histories and traditions.  However, it is a 

new day ï and that means that its not just ñbusiness as usual.ò  If the new day is 

about us, then we might be in for a bumpy ride.  However, this NEW DAY is about 

what God is up to in our lives and in our congregation ï and how he is calling us to 

follow him and live fully as his children. 

 

With Christmas on the horizon, our love of our favored and cherished traditions are 

at their peak.  We all have things we cherish about the way our family celebrates 

Christmas, etc.  However, my hope for each of us this Christmas is that the heart of 

this Relient K song would be central in our hearts this entire month and beyond.  We 

celebrate the NEW DAY here at FELC because of the God who brings the NEW 

DAY, the God who is with us in each and every day, the God who was, is, and will 

be --- with us.  We celebrate the day --- Emmanuel, God with us --- the day that sig-

nifies the BIRTH of God breaking into our world ---- rushing to us to bring us him-

self ï and all that comes with it: mercy, grace, love, companionship, healing, peace, 

strength to persevere, new life --- and HOPE.   
 

When I think of things at FELC ï I am EXCITED beyond words about what God is 

up to.  There is a spirit of joy amongst the staff at First Lutheran, amongst the leader-

ship, and I think amongst many of us.  My hope is that this spirit of joy and excite-

ment continues beyond Christmas into the dark, cold days of winter, as we remain 

rooted and rejoicing in the God who is central to us. 
 

This Christmasé and beyondé let us CELEBRATE THE DAY --- Christôs birth 

into our lives.  But let us also CELEBRATE that each and every day is a NEW DAY 

where God is at work in our lives ï calling us to live for him and one another.  

ñRejoice! For unto you is born this day ï a Savior, who is Christ the Lord!ò   

Associate Pastor 

Christa Forsythe  
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GLOBAL MISSIONS OFFERING  

Our Global Missions Offering for December  

ELCA International Disaster Response  

  Financial Statement for First Lutheran Church 

            October 31, 2011 

 General Fund: 

 Income for the month of October 2011:      $31,839 

 Expense for the month of October 2011:      $35,073 

 Dedicated Funds as of October 31, 2011      $13,115 

 Balance on hand as of October 31, 2011       $37,464     

 (balance in checkbook excluding Dedicated Funds) 

 

 Savings Account: 

  Update as of October 31, 2011      

  Balance on hand in the Savings Account    $58,720 
 

 Building Fund: 

  Update as of October 31, 2011 

  Balance on hand in Building Fund    $46,675 

 

 

Second Mile September Disbursement  

 

     SWMN Synod Benevolence $711 

     General Checking  $11,745 

     New Office Furniture  $8,897 

     Pastoral Transition Expense $3,559 

     Church Sign   $4,982 

     Balcony Piano   $2,847 

     ELCA Malaria Project  $711 

     Meeker County Food shelf $711 

     Somali Famine Relief  $711 

     Minot Flood Relief  $711 

    December Worship Schedule 
 

 

Sunday, December 4 ñ Consecration Sunday 
           Deadline to turn in pledge cards 

8:30 am Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 

9:30 am Sunday School & Coffee Hour 

10:45 am Contemporary Worship with Holy  

       Communion   

5:00 pm Godõs Promise Land Advent Program & 

      Supper 
 

Sunday, December 11  

8:30 am Traditional Worship 
              First Stringers will share music during this service 
9:30 am Sunday School & Coffee Hour 

10:45 am Discovery Kingdom Christmas Program 

7:00 pm JuóBellóation 

  
Sunday, December 18 

8:30 am ñ Coffee Hour 

9:30 am ñ Christmas Musical 
                        No Sunday School 

 

Saturday, December 24 ð Christmas Eve 

4:00 pm ñ Worship 

5:30 pm ñ Worship 

11:00 pm ñ Worship with Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, December 25 ð Christmas Day 

9:30 am ñ Worship ð Christmas Hymn Sing 
                         No Sunday School 
 

Sunday, January 1 

8:30 am ñ Coffee Hour 

9:30 am ñ Healing Service 
                       No Sunday School 

December 11, 2011 

 First Lutheran Church  

          Litchfield  
Table Viewing 6:30 PM ~ Concert & Dessert 7:00 PM  

Guest Performers  
 

The Kingery Family 
from Atwater 

Only pre-sale tickets are available from 
 

First Lutheran Church Office 

Or 

Bell Choir Members 
Dave & Pam Brett, Mike & Deb Langmo, Elijah & Dawn 

Michaletz, Joan Anderson, Char Herzog, Elaine Lenhard, 

Renee Gartner, Ali Danzeisen, Judy Hulterstrum, Laurie 

Koehn     

 

Directed by Bea Devereaux 

     Christmas Memorials 2011  
 

Given by:_______________________________________  
 

Envelope #:_________ (for First Lutheran members only)  
 

In memory of:___________________________________  

 

The Church Council has determined these items to be of 

greater need at this time for memorials:  

 

If you wish to have a poinsettia in memory of loved ones, 

please buy your own and bring it to the church.  

 

Poinsettia (how many ____)  General Fund ______  
 

Life Line ______  Church Sign _______  
 

New Balcony Piano _______  Nesseth Fund ______  
 

Special Needs Outreach ________  
 

 

Please return your memorial and this form to the 

church office no later than Sunday, December 11th. 

You may take your poinsettias back home following the 

Christmas worship service.  



 FLY PAPERñYouth and Family  
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FLY: First Lutheran Youth  

Christmas Program Information:  
 

           Godôs Promise Land Advent Program & Supper     
    Sunday, December 4th at 5:00 PM  

 
 

Discovery Kingdom Christmas Program Rehearsal           
Saturday, December 10th 1:00 -3:00 PM    

 

 
Discovery Kingdom Christmas Program  

Sunday, December 11th  
                 at the 10:45 AM Worship Service  

 

Stuff - A- Truck Sunday 2011  
This year, we exceeded our previous years  

donations!  
 

648 Pounds of food was donated to the 

Meeker County Food Shelf!  

Thanks for your support!  

 

Sunday School Teachers Are 
Needed 

For Grades 1st-5th 
 

The 4 week rotation starts January 8th. 
If interested, please contact Julie 

Dengerud. 

There will be no  

Sunday School  

December 18th, 25th or  

January 1st.  

Classes resume January 8th.  

Have a great Christmas 

break!  

 

Heifer Sunday  

    Check this out!!  
Look at a previous FELC student 
who is now living out faith in a 
way  that has made a difference 
here and in the wider world:   

�q�&�R�Q�J�U�D�W�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���/�L�W�F�K�I�L�H�O�G���Q�D��
tive and current NFL tight end, John 
Carlson for being named Man of 
the Year by Seattle Seahawks for 
his off-the-field contribution within 

the community. 
 

Those who know Carlson probably are not surprised to learn 
he has been very active in community outreach programs in 
Seattle; he has contributed to charities in the Litchfield area, 
as well.  
 

The Man of the Year award is impressive because our com-
munities are only as strong as the people who live in them. 
Carlson has done well to use his visibility as a football star 
�W�R���P�D�N�H���6�H�D�W�W�O�H���D���E�H�W�W�H�U���S�O�D�F�H���r 

 You, too, can make a difference!! 


