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God becomes fl esh
It was the summer | learned Greek, just before | startdihfelistudy at
Wartburg Seminary. | decided one weekend to go see a friend who live
outside of Milwaukee. In a strange way, the dvewas quite relaxing, a
kind of fun. I hadndt been to t
the opportunity to see something new. The time with my friend was eq
relaxing and fun. Reconnecting with friends is often good, and this was
ception.

And then there was the trip home.

The car | drove at the time was new to me, but had quite a few miles on it. twé&se ni or
in good shape, inside and out. Or so | thought. As | was approaching Mt. HorebP @ u |
WI, my car sputtered and smoked. | pulled the car over, popped the hood, and

was going to see what was the matter. As | approached the hood, flames shot out from underneath
knowing much about cars (but knowing enough not to reach inside a hood from which flames emer
decided to let the car be, and began to walk to town.

This was a Sunday afternoon, and if I di dnot
people out walking around, no pets frolicking on beds of green grass under the beautiful sky that da
Come to think of it | coul dmyneeven find a

As i f oneds car being abl azneededoryjst badktto Wariborg $emi:
nary; | had a Greek test the next day. Walking back to the car, now more fully engulfed in flames the
fore, | saw not only my car going up in smoke; | was worried that my seminary career was going up
smoke as well. 0l wondt be able to take the
startfullt i me cl asses this fall whi ch means wor
ordainedé.
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ight by me. Now, | dondt bl ameofar Jomeonefelserin atsitua-
alonFoirke Phids?> wellé
YOiut Beefms 4t n&at 5a car
o IPhel p?6

but él dondét even know where
me, what 6s going on. 6

é%.l’ bu%ed, | told this person about my car, about my needing to take this Greek exam, a
di8dnét, my whole professional |ife migh
g0 upoulrnfegni nary, 6 they asked.

al | t he way down in Dubuque, |l owa,
so happens that | am heading to
you | i ke a ride?6

finally wuttered, Th

Long story short: | made it back, with tons of time to spare, for the exam. | made sure that my car w
towed and given a proper buri al When | tri
say a prayer for me, instead. 6 Telling me ab

I n that mo ment , God became flesh for me. It
the proclamation that God becomes flesh has been altogether scandalous: why in the world would (
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oOYes. Pl ease.

come flesh, they would ask. Or, they might s
would never stoop down to our level.

I n our ti me, however, God becoming flesh isn
0God woul dndt be caught dead with me, not in
Il dm angry. I dm | onel y. |l dm empty, 6 we might
Yet isndt this the amazing thing about Godods

who asked if | wanted help, if | wanted someone to walk with me in what | was experiencing, God st
and is on the loose in our lives without our inviting God in, especially where and when all hope seen

This is our comfort; this we dare hope: God becomes fi@éhus for us 1t seems a strange thing to hope
given the mess things seem to be in, that God would deign to enter into this mess. But then again, t
werenod6t much better in the time | eading up t

Jesus, our comfort and hope, is God becoming flesh for us. When you hear the Christmas gospel b
read this year, pay particular attention to
swanky hotel (Joseph was supposed to, but he forgot). Jesus was born in a barn, in a stable, right ir
messiest place in the whole community. The very minute Jesus was born hope became really prese
people of Israed and for us.

Join us this Christmas as we rest a

from 9:30 am A 10:30 am.

together
Youdl | know the cry when hear it: it

ness, and of rest. In other words, it is the cry of hope!
Pastor Lutter
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Servant Quarters

Staff Reports

ON-LINE: firstlitchfield.org i - Check us out on the Web
Please, pass on your feedback and input to Pastor Christa, Rick Fisch-
er and Sacia Matheson our Web Team. Look for Upcoming Events &
Updates and the addition of our monthly newsletter.
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Piano News
The Worship and Music Team has
the quality of our pianos.
Though we have done our best t
over the years, some deteriora
over ti me. I n the attempt to
wor ship, the time has come for
currently in the choir | oft.
well as regular worship servic
services.
It has been decided to begin r
piano for wuse in the choir | of
from Second Mile September fun
for which we are very grateful
by our piano technician for a
proxi mately $7500. Therefore
purchase can be made We wo
ano fund, in the form of memor
any occasion. Pl ease mark you
to have your donation used in
When a new piano is purchased,
choir loft wildl be moved and wu
(preschool/Kindergarten Sunday
used in Goddés Promised Land ha
the used piano from the balcon
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FUNERALS AT FIRST LUTHERAN

Audrey Carlson
October 31, 2011

Adeline Burdick
November 17,2011

David Chilstrom
November 19, 2011

Please keep their families in your thoughts and
Prayers.
P.2
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GLOBAL MISSIONS OFFERING
Our Global Missions Offering for December
ELCA International Disaster Response

December Worship Sche

< <
Sunday, Decemberi# Consecration Sunday
Deadline to turn in pledge cards

8:30 am Traditional Worship with Holy Communion
9:30 am Sunday School & Coffee Hour
10:45 am Contemporary Worship with Holy
Communion

pm Godos
Supper

5: 00 Promi se L

Sunday, December 11
8:30 am Traditional Worship

First Stringers will share music during this service
9:30 am Sunday School & Coffee Hour
10:45 am Discovery Kingdom Christmas Program
7: 00 pm Jud6Bell 6ation

Sunday, December 18
8:30 ammi Coffee Hour

9:30 amm Christmas Musical
No Sunday School

Saturday, December Z24Christmas Eve
4:00 pmin Worship

5:30 pmi Worship

11:00 pmi Worship with Holy Communion

Sunday, December Z5Christmas Day

9:30 amfi Worship 6 Christmas Hymn Sing
No Sunday School

Sunday, January 1
8:30 ammi Coffee Hour

9:30 ami Healing Service
No Sunday School

Holiday Ju"bell"ation

December 11, 2011
First Lutheran Church

Litchfield
Table Viewing 6:30 PM ~ Concert & Dessert 7:00 PM

Guest Performers
The Kingery Family
from Atwater

Onl ysalre tickets ar
First Lut heran Ch
Or

Bel | Choir Me mb
Dave & Pam Brett, Mi ke &
Mi chal et z, Joan Ander son,
Renee Gartner, Al i Danzei

Koehn

Directed by Bea Devereaux

Churchwide

Christmas Memorials 2011

: Given by:

: Envelope #:

(for First Lutheran members only)

| In memory of:
|
: The Church Council has determined these items to be of
| greater need at this time for memorials:

|
I you wish to have a poinsettia in memory of loved ones,
I please buy your own and bring it to the church.

1
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

| |
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
oA

: Poinsettia (how many ) General Fund

| Life Line Church Sign

|
| New Balcony Piano Nesseth Fund

Special Needs Outreach

|

|

|

: Please return your memorial and this form to the

| church office no later than Sunday, December 11th.

: You may take your poinsettias back home following the
| Christmas worship service.

|

|

Financi al St atement for Fir g
October 31, 2011
Gener al Fund:
Il ncome for the month of$DVetdDIETr ||
Expense for the month 0¥35cQddef
Dedi cated Funds as of O$:]I3),b]eJrSS,
Bal ance on hand as of Ok370,be64 3H
(balance in checkbook excluding
Savings Account:
Update as of October 31, 20 1t
Bal ance on hand in $Hh&, Bawi )
Buil ding Fund:
Update as of October 31, 20t
Bal ance on hand in B46,)6&7%g [JF
Second Mil e September Disbulj
. SWMN Synod Ben$ervioll enc e
=Y AL IG%P?/Iéreal]nE e kisngl, 745
rch ONew cOd fi ce Fur$ngi,t8ur7e
Pastoral Tr ans$i3tibchn Expense
Church Sign $4, 982
w3 Balcoqy.PianoF§2,847
b Langmoga Eid J &M £ e ct
har HepwzdPe, EERd Ny $SEAAR " dhel
n, Judy, Hlit e 3hi" PdNsrrdudivd f €
Mi not FIl ood Re$l7ilelf

STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE CORNER
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Christmas Program Information: ?

r)

&
Godbébs Promise Land Advent ‘;‘ogar
Sunday, December 4th at 5:00 PM

Discovery Kingdom Christmas Program Rehearsal %:

Saturday, December 10th 1:00  -3:00 PM

There will be no
Sunday School
December 18th, 25th or
January 1st.
Classes resume January 8th.
Have a great Christmas

break! Discovery Kingdom Christmas Program

Sunday, December 11th
at the 10:45 AM Worship Service
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Stuff - A- Truck Sunday 2011

Sunday School Teachers Are
Needed
For Grades 15th

This year, we exceeded our previous years
donations!
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The 4 week rotation starts January 8th. I
If interested, please contact Julie |
Dengerud. |
[
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Check this out!!
Look at a previous FELC st
who is now living out faith ir
way that has made a differ
here and in the wider world

g&RQJUDWXODW
tive and current NFL tight e
Carlson for being named M
the Year by Seattle Seahawks
his ofthefield contribution wi

the community.

Those who know Carlson probably are not sur

he has been very active in community outreac

Seattle; he has contributed to charities in the L

as well.

The Man of the Year award is impressive becauselgur cc

munities are only as strong as the people who |ivelin the ;

Carlson has done well to use his visibility as a footpball stz = A
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You, too, can make a difference!!
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648 Pounds of food was donated to the
Meeker County Food Shelf!
Thanks for your support!
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