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Time with Tom

This summer seems extremely short and very busy! It makes me think about
how Jesus in his business, would go to a wilderness place to be alone and to
pray. Where do you go to be alone and to pray? Somewhere without the distractions of the worldly things that get in your way of communicating with God! We all
need a place and would it not be great if we all had time just to say, “I am going
out into the wilderness to be alone and to pray, I will see you when I get back”.
In this hurry up world the hustle and bustle of the everyday life keeps us from
getting much if any time alone until we lay our heads down to sleep at night.
Hum! Until we lay our heads, down to sleep maybe the best time to reflect on our
day but there is also at least one other time we are alone. Those two seconds
just after we wake in the morning before anyone realizes we are up. These can
be the wilderness times for us. As I look forward to the upcoming weeks I think
how our church is changing in a positive way, how we can be a part of a new
movement in the history of FLC.
I would ask each of you as you lay your heads down at night and reflect on
your day to take one of those precious moments to reflect on what you will do to
help promote the Gospel of our Lord. What is something you can do that you
would feel comfortable doing that can make a difference in your life or the life of
someone else? When you lie down or just before you get up think about Jesus
saving sacrifice, and how it has made your life better. Can you do something to
make the life of someone better? How can you help in church on Sunday morning
during worship or Sunday school? In what ways can you get involved? Maybe
you would do something with the elderly by visiting someone, or you could do
something with the youth or with the women of the church? Maybe you want to
join the men for fellowship, and maybe your calling is to pray for all members of
the church? Could you get on a team and make a difference with your church,
your community, your state, country, and your world?
Let God reveal how great you are, and show you all the things you are capable of, you may not even know your own talents or abilities! Find your wilderness
place and pray about it, then get in touch with someone that cares about you to
let them know you care about others enough to get plugged into First Evanglical
Lutheran Church. Find your wilderness place and be restored by God,
{Lamentations 5:21} Restore us unto thee O-Lord that we may be restored.
“Live in peace and the God of love and peace will be with you” 2nd Cor. 13:11b
Pastor Tom Evenson
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Council Highlights
“GOD’S WORK.
OUR HANDS.”

First Evangelical Lutheran Church – Council Minutes
Tuesday, August 20, 2019, 7:00 PM
Our Mission: FLC exists to welcome people to faith in Jesus Christ, equip persons with a faith that works
in real life, and send us in service into the world in Jesus’ name.

First Evangelical Lutheran Council Membership:
2020: Betty Allen, Vonnie Escen, Robert Gilberts, Bob Blomberg
Church Council
2021: Dawn Doty, Meredith Elj, Dennis Gartner, Tanna Stucky
2019

2022: Andrew Hoffman, Beth Fruetel, Karla Hyberger, Corey Cervin

PRESIDENT:
Bob Blomberg
VICE PRESIDENT:
Corey Cervin

SECRETARY:
Dawn Doty
TREASURER:
Karla Hyberger
TEAM
REPRESENTATIVES:
Christian Education/
Youth & Family:
Tanna Stucky
Beth Fruetel
Stewardship & Finance:
Betty Allen
Bob Gilberts
Karla Hyberger
Social Ministry/Evangelism:
Dawn Doty
Meredith Elj
Betty Allen
Vonnie Escen
Endowment/Memorial:
Dennis Gartner
Corey Cervin
Tanna Stucky
Property:
Andy Hoffman
Dennis Gartner
Bob Gilberts
Worship & Music:
Vonnie Escen
Meredith Elj
Personnel:
Bob Blomberg
Will Dolan
Karla Rick

Devotions: Meredith Elj
There were no additions to the agenda
Tonia Beavers reviewed the financial reports with the council and answered any questions that arose
regarding the reports. There was a motion to accept the treasurers report, motion passed.
Pastor’s Report:
Pastor Tom reported that the Wednesday evening campfire services are going well. They will meet after
this trial run to see if improvements need to be made and to see if these services will continue in the future. The fall schedule has been set with a new member Sunday set for October 20 th. He also reported
that the new sound system is working well and the group that installed the system will be back for more
training and will address any questions that have arose regarding the system. Pastor Tom has been making many visits to members who have been hospitalized or who are requesting visits.
Team Reports:
*Social Ministry / Evangelism:
The National Night Out event that FLC participated in went very well. Our group set up in Central Park
and served sloppy joes, chips, popcorn, bottled water and ice cream. The event was well attended and
there were many workers to help out. The Social Ministries team felt it was a highly successful event.
Thank you to all who helped out!
*Christian Ed / Youth and Family:
The team reported that they had a discussion regarding the start times of the Sunday school program and
some curriculum changes. They will be starting the Sunday school classes at 9:45 AM and ending at
10:30 AM. This new start time will give both students and teachers time to get to their appointed areas
and prepared for the lessons. This time change will affect the existing flow of the classes and a solution
has been developed for this as well. There will be a Funday / Sunday on September 15 th with a potluck
lunch after service. The first day of Sunday school will be September 22 nd.
*Church Property:
The team reported that they have researched the door off the South side of the Alter and will be replacing it. The door will be stained and installed in the next couple of weeks. A few team members removed
the heater at the front of the church and hopefully discovered the problem with the heater freezing up
last winter. This will be repaired in the near future. The radiator part has been ordered and will be installed before winter. The team also discussed the replacement of the flat roof in the Chilstrom Hall area.
As many of you have noticed, we have periodically had some buckets catching water in Chilstrom Hall.
The existing roof is approximately 25 years old and it’s life expectancy is well past it’s prime. This will
be discussed in more detail under new business.
*Personnel:
Much of the Personnel teams discussion centered on the replacement of the kid’s music / ministry program. The Personnel team is teaming up with the Worship and Music team to find a replacement for this
position. Both groups agreed that this program should continue if possible. The teams understand that
this program can take on a new format to meet a new director’s vision. Both teams are excited to hear
new ideas from anyone interested in this position. Anyone interested can contact the church office.
*Endowment: *No written report
*Stewardship & Finance: *No written report
*Worship & Music:
Two new members joined the team; Jackie Kraushaar and Margaret Schlisner have joined.
New Member Sunday October 20th
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Church Council
Worship and Music team.
As mentioned in the personnel notes, the replacement of the kid’s music program director was discussed in great detail. They also discussed
the Campfire Services that are being held on Wednesday’s in August at 7:00 PM and will be shared with Zion Church, Beckville Church and
Green Lake Bible camp. First Lutheran and MST will provide the firewood for each service. A discussion about having a sub-committee
from the Worship and Music group to be the decorating committee was tabled until next month’s meeting. Also tabled was a discussion about
summertime service times to allow more time between services. This will be addressed at future meetings. A discussion about the December
and Christmas schedules were also discussed. December 1 st and 8th will have two services, December 15th and 22nd will have one service at
9:30. Christmas Eve will have three services at 4:00PM, 6:00PM and 10:00PM. December 29 th will also have one service at 9:30AM.
Old Business:
God’s Work Our Hands is set for September 8th and projects are being discussed.
New Business:
Church cleaning date is set for Saturday September 21st from 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM and a list of cleaning items will be produced.
New Member Sunday will be October 20th and there will be a potluck lunch after services.
A financial update will be given to the congregation at the end of September.
We are looking for new hosts for movie nights in the Holyword Theater which takes place the third Saturday night of each month. The WiFi
also needs to be updated in the Holyword Theater.
We discussed the replacement of the flat roof area over Chilstrom Hall. The council agreed with the Church Properties team on the best option for this project after reviewing three quotes provided. A motion was made and passed stating that if the funds are in the building fund
account, that the council would proceed with the process of notifying the congregation of a congregational meeting to vote on this project.
The project quote is for $19,950.00. The maximum amount the council can approve without congregational approval is $12,000.00. (The two
other roofing quotes received were for $43,350.00 and $44,110.72) This project would be targeted to be completed this fall if possible so the
spring snow melt doesn’t create more issues with the existing roof leaking.
Dates to remember:
Executive Team Meeting; Tuesday September 3rd @ 6:30 PM
Team Meetings; Tuesday September 3rd @ 7:00 PM
Gods Work Our Hands; September 8th after service @9:30 AM
Installation of Sunday School Teachers & Helpers / Funday Sunday / Potluck; September 15 th. (Service is at 9:30 AM)
Council Meeting; Tuesday September 17th @ 7:00 PM
Church Cleaning; Saturday September 21st @ 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM
First Day of Sunday School; Sunday September 22 nd @ 9:45 AM
*Prayer requests were taken and a closing prayer was done by Pastor Tom.
*Adjourned
Respectfully submitted by Dennis Gartner for Dawn Doty.

NOTICE: Council Chair, Bob Blomberg has called a special congregational meeting for a one item vote. This meeting will be
held September 29, 2019 at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary, to accept the Building and Properties Team findings of replacing the
roof for Chilstrom Hall. Financing is in place. A quorum for the vote is required.
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Stewardship and Finance
General Fund:

Year to Date:

Total Income for the month of July 2019:
$18,481
Less total Expenses for the month of July 2019: $33,607

Income as of July, 2019:
Expenses as of July, 2019:

$178,125
$218,081

An Ancient Stewardship Message:

Some Christians actively avoid church on Stewardship Sunday because giving is a private matter “between
me and God.” New pastors are even sometimes advised never to preach about money, lest certain people
get riled up. Yet Jesus talks frequently in the Gospels about giving and sharing our material goods — and
he wasn’t the first in Scripture to do so.
A thousand years before Christ’s birth, King David prepared to hand over the kingdom to his son, gathering
tons (literally!) of gold, silver and other materials for Solomon to use in building the temple. Revealing his
take on stewardship, David prayed: “But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give
as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your
hand” (1 Chronicles 29:14, NIV).

Church Cleaning Day
Saturday
September 21, 2019
8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

GARDEN PRODUCE SHARING
The Social Ministry Team invites you to drop off or pick up fresh
garden veggies and fruit during the summer and fall growing
season. Let us once again share our produce with one another!
A table is located in the southeast
(Sunday School) entrance.
Thanks to all who participated last season.
Enjoy the harvest!
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Churchwide
Dear First Lutheran Church,
I want to thank you for your generous donations and prayerful support during my summer on the
Cheyenne River Reservation in South Dakota. God is at work in mighty ways in Eagle Butte, and
there is hope amidst the challenges the community faces. This year God worked to grow Kids Club,
and I had double the amount of kids compared to last year (about 60 kids each day). Working with
the kids continued to show me more of God’s love and grace. I am incredibly grateful for your donations that allowed me to give out backpacks with school supplies to each of the kids on the last day
of Kids Club. The kids were so excited to receive the backpacks along with the holding crosses, and
they clung to them tightly.
Thank you for your support!
Jane Hulterstrum
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Youth Pages
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Youth Pages
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Youth Pages
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CHURCHWIDE

Attention Singers and Ringers: “Come Before His Presence With Music”!
Another Fall Season of activities is upon us. Choir and Bell Ringer’s rehearsals for former, present
and new members needs to begin. This is your Official Invitation!
The usual Pot Luck will be on Wednesday, September 11, 2019, at 6:15 p.m. in Chilstrom Hall.
Please bring your dishes, utensils and cups. Hot Dishes brought by Choir Men, Salads by Choir Women,
and Desserts by Bell Ringers. Coffee and Lemonade will be provided.
Rehearsals will begin as follows:
Choir: (In Balcony) Wednesday, September 18th — 7:00 p.m.
Bell Choir: (In front of Pulpit in Sanctuary) Wednesday, October 2 nd — 5:30 p.m.
You are encouraged to come and use your musical talents at 1st Lutheran.
As Ever,
Bea
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CHURCHWIDE

Jeff Follett
August 30, 2019

Please keep his family in your thoughts
and prayers.

Please keep our shut-in
members in your prayers:
Meeker Manor: Betty J or gensen,
Stan Mortenson, Mary Klosner, Tom Costigan
Emmaus Place: Ar lene Poir ier

Gloria Dei: Mae Wer tz, Willar d Maahs,
Lois Rusch, Janet Lundin
Litchfield, in own home: Ar della Voigt
Viola Lenhard, Jutta Goodrich, Mae Brehmer
Hutchinson: Lynette Peter son
Folkestone, Wayzata: Jean Schnell

10

Memorials and Gifts and Thanks
A gift has been given to the General Fund in memory of Maggie Fenton by her family and friends.
A gift has been given to Library Fund in honor of Matthew Sook by Pete and Becky Sook.
A gift has been given to the Sound System in honor of DeWayne Albright’s 90th birthday by Bud and Darla

Johnson.

Thank you to the members of the August Serving Group for helping us serve this month.

Your willingness to serve makes it easy for us the be your co-chairmen. Thanks again, Gladys Johnson, Dan &
Brenda Johnson
Thank you to the first Lutheran church quilting group for the generous gift of a quilt. It

looks amazing and I really enjoy it. Thank you, Dylan Schutz.

Thank you: We want to say thank you to everyone for your prayers and concern and cards for Jeff while he

was dealing with his health issues. We would also like to thank Pastor Tom for his visits to the St. Cloud Hospital.
We would like to thank the prayer shawl ladies for the shawl and cross. Knowing how many prayers go into each
stitch helped a lot.
Jeff and Gerri Follett
A sincere Thank you to everyone in the July serving group who answered our call and joyfully served. You

are so appreciated!
Sue Hein, Bob and Norma Hall.

Lutheran world relief school kit project
Imagine having to choose between a meal or purchasing a notebook.
Project Promise School Kits are sent to places where even the few required school supplies may be more than a
family can afford. Pencils and paper can help write a positive future.
With school supplies on sale this time of year at great savings, it is a perfect time to
help the Sunday School children collect supplies for the LWR School Kits.
· Please give new items only, except where otherwise noted.
· Please do not donate items with any religious symbols, messages or your group’s
name.
· Please do not donate any items decorated with a U.S. flag,
patriotic or military symbols, or references to the armed forces, including camouflage.
· Do not add other items or leave out any of the items listed.
· All items should be new and in good condition.
· Do not enclose the Kit or any of its contents in plastic bags.
Donations can be dropped off in the designated bins in church or
you can bring donations to the church office.

Thank you!!
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Mission
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Churchwide
September Worship Schedule

SAVE THE DATE:
MST Garage Sale
Saturday
October 5, 2019

Sunday, September 1, 2019
8:30 a.m. Fellowship and Coffee Hour
9:30 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship w/Comm.
Wednesday, September 4, 2019
7:00 p.m. Wor ship with Communion, Chapel
Sunday, Sept. 8, 2019 “God’s Work, Our Hands”
8:30 a.m. Fellowship and Coffee Hour
9:30 a.m. Wor ship

PRAYER SHAWLS
Prayer Shawls are available in the church office
when needed for yourself or someone in need of
comfort and prayers.
Please help—if you know of someone who is
in need of prayers and a shawl, stop by
the office and pick one up!

Wednesday September 11, 2019
7:00 p.m. Wor ship with Communion, Chapel

Be still, Receive God’s Love, Embrace
God’s Word, Welcome the Day.
B.R.E.W.
meets every Tuesday morning at
7:00 a.m. with Pastor Tom for
coffee and fellowship. Join us!!

Sunday, September 15, 2019 Sunday Funday
8:30 a.m. Fellowship and Coffee Hour
9:30 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship with Communion
Wednesday September 18, 2019
7:00 p.m. Wor ship with Communion, Chapel
Sunday, September 22, 2019_
8:30 a.m. Wor ship with Communion
9:30 a.m. Fellowship and Coffee Hour
9:45 a.m. Sunday School, *Family Day
10:45 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship w/Comm.

Blood Pressure Checks at Fellowship will begin in September

Wednesday, September 25, 2019
7:00 p.m. Wor ship with Communion, Chapel
Sunday, September 29, 2019_
8:30 a.m. Wor ship with Communion
9:30 a.m. Fellowship and Coffee Hour
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Non-Traditional Worship w/Comm.

To Receive the Newsletter by Email only - Please send your email address to:
Firstoffice@hutchtel.net - then let us know you no longer want the paper copy mailed to you.

Firs† News

is a monthly publication of First Evangelical Lutheran Church,
703 S. Sibley Ave. Litchfield, MN 55355
Please send submissions to: The Church Office by September 15th
For the NEXT ISSUE: October 2019
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Churchwide
GLOBAL MISSIONS
OFFERING
On the First Sunday of the month,
September 2019
a second offering will be taken,
where a globe will be passed.
This month, the second
offering will go to:

God’s Work, Our Hands

MOVIE NIGHT
Saturday, September 21, 2019
5:00 P.M.
Holy Word Theater
Featuring:
To be determined..
******************

If you or someone you know is
interested in being our
Projectionist, please let the
church office know.



PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE
MILITARY: *Our members known to be in the military are:

Cmdr. Joseph Vandelac, For eign Engagement at the Pentagon,
son-in-law of Janice and Cecil Fawcett;
Sgt. US Army, Zachary Olimb, Fort Hood, TX, grandson of
Edna and Martin Oldenburg and Vern and Lil Madson;
Staff Sergeant Austin Kleinschmidt, Great Falls, MT, son of
Kipp and Lynette Kleinschmidt;
Staff Sgt. Matthew Wiechmann, stationed at Fort Drum, NY; son of
Virgil and Jamie Wiechmann,
Major Troy Thomas, Sever ance, CO, nephew of Valda Thomas
and Mike and Gaylene Thomas
Eric Kammermeier, active duty United States Navy, son-in-law of
Mike and Beth Boyle;
Senior Airman, Jonathan Negron, Vacaville, CA, son of
Margaret Schlisner;
Staff Sgt. Seth Erickson, stationed in Richfield, MN, nephew of
Margaret Schlisner.
Welcome Home! to those of you who now have returned to the States.
Thank you all for your service.
*Please let the office know if titles, locations, and/or
addresses have changed for any of the above.

Save your Greeting Cards - they can be recycled! You can drop these off in the church office.

Thank you!!

 Family Fare Receipts - P lease bring in your receipts to the church office. These receipts are added together and helps our education program earn $1000 per $150,000 worth of receipts. Please note we need the entire receipt. Thank you for all the receipts that have been turned in!!
*receipts for prescriptions purchased are not eligible for the program.

 Food Shelf Donations can be placed in the shopping cart in the N arthex .

Please bring non-perishable donations (can not bring expired items)
The needs are great within our community and our contributions are greatly
appreciated. Thank you!!

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday, September 8, 2019.
This day is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – one
church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. Service activities offer an opportunity for us to
explore one of our most basic convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ – every act of service,
in every daily calling, in every corner of life – flows freely from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.
Our Gods Work Our Hands Team has been meeting to plan service projects for our community. We will
have both indoor and outdoor projects planned.
There are additional T-shirts from last year’s order at the sign-up table in Chilstrom Hall.
Please wear your past yellow GWOH shirts to church on Sunday September 8 th. It is so fun to see the sea of bright yellow during worship!
We have opted to create a more intimate community feel amongst our congregation this year by planning fewer activities with our FLC members. Our social ministries and evangelism teams will be planning this for the future to encourage the longevity of this day!
You work every day to make your community a better place. Let us continue doing this work
together September 8th! See you there!
For more questions or concerns, contact Dawn Doty and Bob Blomberg.
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WELCA
WELCA Meeting, August 8, 2019
WELCA members enjoyed their August Funday trip to Spicer on August 8, 2019. Which included a
stop for lunch and a pontoon ride on Green Lake with the organization “Let’s Go Fishing”.
The Next WELCA meeting will be September 19th at 1:30 p.m.

Harvest Offering Envelopes

All women of FELC are members of WELCA. The Harvest Festival envelopes found in the
September newsletter are the major way WELCA funds our local giving. In the past, these
offerings have been used for donations to :
Hospice
Habitat for Humanity
Flowers of Mercy
Student Bible Camperships

Meeker Co. Food Shelf
Lutheran Social Services
First Lutheran Special Needs Outreach
First Lutheran Lifeline

Please return these envelopes (or one labeled Harvest Festival) to the church office so that we can
continue our local outreach. Your help is appreciated.

WANTED —
The First Lutheran Quilters would greatly appreciate any donations of
colored sheets and other cotton fabric to be used for the quilts that
they make for Lutheran World Relief and others.
Any donations may be brought to the church office. Thanks!

ATTENTION QUILTERS:
Quilting will begin again on Tuesday, September 3, at
8:30 a.m. The Quilters meet every month on the first
and fourth Tuesday at 8:30 a.m. from September
through May. Join us!
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Program Staff:
Tom Evenson, Pastor
firstsr@hutchtel.net, Cell: 320-266-5366
Gary Cumings, Visitation Pastor
Sarah Jones, Christian Education Director, Assisting Minister
sarahcejones@hotmail.com, Cell: 320-221-0055
Judy Berglund, Office Manager
firstoffice@hutchtel.net
Tonia Beavers, Bookkeeper
firsttr@hutchtel.net
Carol Heath, Financial Secretary
firsttr@hutchtel.net
Bea Devereaux, Organist, Senior Choir, and Bell Choir Director
Carol Dragt—Director of Music Non-Traditional Service
Greta Hulterstrum, Pianist, Wednesday Evening Service
Scott Nelson, Custodian
Joel Ramthun, Custodian

First Lutheran Church Office: 320-693-2487
LIKE us on Facebook!
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