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Time with Tom

Address Service Requested

Save the Date!!
MST RUMMAGE SALE:

Program Staff:

Saturday, October 6, 2017
8:00 a.m. —Noon

Tom Evenson, Pastor
firstsr@hutchtel.net, Cell: 320-266-5366
Gary Cumings, Visitation Pastor
Sarah Jones, Christian Education Director
sarahcejones@hotmail.com, Cell: 320-221-0055
Judy Berglund, Office Manager
firstoffice@hutchtel.net
Tonia Beavers, Bookkeeper
firsttr@hutchtel.net
Carol Heath, Financial Secretary
firsttr@hutchtel.net
Bea Devereaux, Organist, Senior Choir, & Bell Choir Director
Carol Dragt—Director of Music Non-Traditional Service
Katie Hulterstrum, Kingdom Company Director

We will accept your donations of gently used
clothing, household items, toys, books,
games, etc., beginning on Monday,
October 1. Please place these items in the
South Sunday School entrance.
Please understand that we are unable to
accept the following: Electronics, large
furniture, exercise equipment, and
encyclopedias.
~ MST 2020

Scott Nelson, Custodian
Joel Ramthun, Custodian

First Lutheran Church Office: 320-693-2487
LIKE us on Facebook!
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As I traveled to Thailand this last July with our MST group; I was moved by what
seemed to be the love and compassion of people for each other. It was a real feeling
of care for one another. People did not express anger or frustration with each other
even while driving in the traffic that was causing me as a passenger to flinch often.
The country of smiles lived up to its billing, they were always smiling. Thai people
wanted to make the lives of other better and would do whatever it takes. The concern for each other extended to us as travelers too. As we experienced the kindness
of a gentle people I was longing for the same kind of experience at home in the
good old USA or at least in Litchfield. I think about how Jesus walked around with
people always coming up to him asking for help and he was just kind and gentle
with most of them. Jesus wanted the people to love each other and to be kind to
each other in that same way. Jesus in synoptic gospels, Matthew Mark and Luke
talks about how we should treat each other. Matthew 5: 43"You have heard that it
was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 44But I say to
you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45so that you may
be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on
the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 46For if
you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax
collectors do the same? 47And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what
more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48Be
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. It would be difficult to be
perfect but we should be kind to even our enemies. Mark 12: 28One of the scribes
came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that Jesus
answered them well, he asked him, "Which commandment is the first of
all?" 29Jesus answered, "The first is, 'Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is
one; 30you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your mind, and with all your strength.' 31The second is this, ‘you
shall love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than
these." 32Then the scribe said to him, "You are right, Teacher; you have truly said
that 'he is one, and besides him there is no other'; 33and 'to love him with all the
heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength,' and
'to love one's neighbor as oneself,' — this is much more important than all whole
burnt offerings and sacrifices." 34When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said
to him, "You are not far from the kingdom of God. And Luke 10: 25Just then a
lawyer stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he said, "what must I do to inherit eternal
life?" 26He said to him, "What is written in the law? What do you read there?" 27He
answered, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and withall your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind;
and your neighbor as yourself." 28And he said to him, "You have given the right
answer; do this, and you will live." What do we need to do to be able to live the
lifestyle of a Thai Buddhist who seems to understand the good news better than
most Christians? Amen.
Live in Peace and the God of Love and Peace will be with you!
2nd Corinthians. 13:11. Pastor Tom Evenson

Our mission: First
Evangelical Lutheran
Church exists to
welcome people to faith
in Jesus Christ; equip
persons with a faith that
works in real life; and
send us in service into
the world in
Jesus’ name.
What’s Inside:
Pastor’s Article, Pg. 1
Church Council, Pg. 2-4
MST 2020, Pg. 19
Churchwide Info. Pg. 4-10
12-13, 16-18
Stewardship & Finance/
WELCA Pg. 14-15
Memorials & Gifts Pg. 11
For the monthly calendar, birthdays,
serving groups, ushers, and altar
guild information, see insert

CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Friday:
8:00 A.M. – 4:30 P.M.

WEBSITE:
www.firstlitchfield.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday
Please see Schedule on Page 16
as every Sunday has a special
time/event in October
Wednesday
6:30 p.m. Wednesday Worship
Service with Communion

MST

Council Highlights
“GOD’S WORK.
OUR HANDS.”
First Evangelical Lutheran
Church Council
2018
PRESIDENT:
Bob Blomberg
VICE PRESIDENT:
Dick Farmer
SECRETARY:
Carrie Block
TREASURER:
Carolyn Christensen
TEAM REPRESENTATIVES:
Christian Education/
Youth & Family:
Carrie Block
Will Dolan
Dick Farmer
Tanna Stucky
Stewardship & Finance:
Betty Allen
Bob Blomberg
Tanna Stucky
Social Ministry/Evangelism:
Dawn Doty
Meredith Elj
Endowment/Memorial:
Robert Gilberts
Dennis Gartner
Property:
Dick Farmer
Dennis Gartner
Bob Gilberts
Worship & Music:
Vonnie Escen
Meredith Elj
Carrie Block
Personnel:
Bob Blomberg
Carolyn Christensen
Will Dolan

First Evangelical Lutheran Church - Council Minutes
Tuesday, September 18, 2018, 7:00 p.m.
Our Mission: FLC exists to welcome people to faith in Jesus Christ; Equip

persons with a faith that works in real life; and Send us in service into the
world in Jesus' name.
Council Membership:
2019: Carolyn Christensen, Dick Farmer, Carrie Block, Will Dolan
2020: Betty Allen, Vonnie Escen, Robert Gilberts, Bob Blomberg
2021: Dawn Doty, Meredith Elj, Dennis Gartner, Tanna Stucky
Council members not present Carolyn Christensen and Robert Gilberts
Others Present Sarah Jones, Judy Berglund and Tonia Beavers
No Devotions
Motion for approval of the agenda made; motion seconded
Motion for approval of secretary notes made; motion seconded
Motion for approval of Augusts treasure reports made; motion seconded

Pastor’s Report:
*The Bishop was here to dedicate the font and Fireside Chapel on September 9,
2018 it was a great day. Also informing all ushers, wedding coordinators and funeral
directors of the new font’s policy. It should never be moved to help save the
integrity of the structure.
*We have new members joining us again this fall after a number of conversations,
visits and phone calls it appears to be around 18 new members from 5 families that
could potential be joining. New member orientation will be Thursday, October 4th at
6:30 pm. New member Sunday is scheduled for Sunday, October 14 at 9:30 service
followed by a potluck served by the church council around 11:00am.
*IT team will be meeting since we have received all the sound equipment bids. It
looks favorable but the team has not yet been able to meet.
*Judy started working in the office and is adjusting well.
*Constitution Update. A draft has been submitted to our Synod they will be making
a final decision soon and retuning to us the approved constitution.

Hosted by: MST 2020

Join us for breakfast and a fun morning with Santa!
Saturday, November 24, 2018 8:00am-12:00pm
** Pancake Breakfast
** Pictures with Santa
** Santa’s Sweet Shop & Craft Store
** Cupid’s Cinema
** Reindeer Games
** Little Elves Workshop
** Mrs. Claus’ Cookie Decorating
Pancake Breakfast will include:
Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs, Sausage, Juice & Coffee
$5.00 ages 11 and older; $3.00 ages 5-10; Free 4 & under
First Lutheran Church 703 S Sibley Ave Litchfield, MN
** All proceeds raised will support the MST 2020 Mission Trip**

*The fall schedule has begun and we will move back to winter hours. Many people
are calling, texting and using Facebook to communicate to the office as we get
things rolling for the 2018-19 church year. We don’t know how many may be using
the web site.

Continues ———————>
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Churchwide

Council continued
Team Reports:
Christian Ed/Youth* Sunday School Registration was on September 16th after the 9:30 service. We had balloons, bouncy house, popcorn,
registration table and Kingdom Company sign all available.
* First day of Sunday school is Sunday, September 23rd at 9:30am
*Milestone Ministries has invited the 3yr olds, 3rd graders and 7th graders and their families to attend either service as
they receive their new bibles.
*Confirmation Student/Parent meeting will be Wednesday, September 12th at 7:15.
*First day of confirmation is Wednesday, September 19th following chapel.
*Discovery Kingdom will be receiving an update with new paint.
*The old nursery has been freshened up and will be used for the remaining youth storage.
*Sarah is meeting with Cheryl from Zion to discuss the reorganization of On The Way for this coming school year.
*Kris spoke that IGNITE will begin their season in October and is excited to explore possibilities to increase
participation with the youth.
*Discussed VBS and how the week went.
Personnel*Judy Berglund was hired as the new office manager
Endowment*Discussion continues in regards to paying for the CCT bus transportation option on Sunday mornings.
*We talked about a CD that will mature in October of this year.
*Renee updated the committee on the pay outs for summer camp support.
*The second payment of the year for seminary support will be paid out soon.
Steward and Finance- No Report
Social ministry/Evangelism*“God’s Work. Our Hands” was a great success we had many volunteers that did great things.
*Discussed the spring communion luncheon which is planned for October 10th at 11:00am.
*Planning for community dinner is underway and will be held on October 28th 5:00-6:30pm.
Church property- No Report

GIVE THE GIFT OF TIME
TO HOSPICE PATIENTS
We believe that each person continues
to have great significance, and
deserves respect and honor, in their
final season of life. As a volunteer
with Ecumen Hospice, you have the
ability to demonstrate this by reading a
story, reminiscing about the past,
listening to music, or sharing a cup of
tea with someone in your community.

Now seeking
companion and
vigil volunteers
to join our care team
in Litchfield and
surrounding area

VOLUNTEER ROLES
Companion--weekly or biweekly visits
Vigil--as needed, visit in final days and hours
Administrative help-as needed
LOCATION
Litchfield area– 50 mile radius
TRAINING
Online, self-study + one in-person orientation
session

Make an impact with just a few hours
of your time a month.

CONTACT
Shelley Huggett, volunteer specialist
320-693-7367
shelleyhuggett@ecumen.org
www.ecumenhospice.org
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Worship and music*Dave Anderson will be at both services on Sunday, October 21st to provide a concert to the congregation.
*Worship Schedule: Traditional 8:30am and Non-Traditional 10:45am will start September 23rd.
Old Business:
*“God’s Work. Our Hands” was a great success we had many volunteers that did great things.
*Signs to help locate areas within the church should be posted this week.
*Electronic options, sound system updated in pastor report.
*Update on Constitution included within pastor’s report.
*Central Community Transit will be revisited in September.
*Computer for projector. Sarah will be meeting with Eric from Computer Samurai to discuss the current situation and
possible recommendations.
*Church Safety Seminar- We are researching who in the community is trained and could help us implement some safe
guards within the church.
New Business:
*Security system or safety system for the church.
* We received a bid from LBC regarding the siding/sealing for south side of the church building. The property team is
asking the council to approve the estimate. Motion was made to accept LBC’s estimate of 7,010 for siding and sealing the south side of the church; Motion was seconded and approved. (Dennis Gartner was excluded from the vote)
*Jackie’s appreciation/retirement party was discussed. We are checking with Jackie to see if Sunday, September 30th
would work for her.
3
Continues ———————>

Council continued

Churchwide

*Community Dinner is scheduled for Sunday, October 28th 5:00- 6:30 pm signup sheet was
passed around for council member to work and bring food items.
*It was discussed if the church should have a credit card to help make purchases.
*Motion was made to accept Carolyn Christensen’s resignation as treasurer and from the church
council; Motion seconded.
*Motion was made to offer Karla Rick a position on council and to act as our treasure for the
remainder of Carolyn Christensen’s term; Motion seconded.
Dates to Remember
*Team Meetings- October 2, 2018 @ 7:00 pm
*Executive Team Meeting - October 2, 2018 @ 6:30 pm
*Council Meeting - October 16, 2018 @ 7:00 pm
*New Member Orientation - October 4th @ 6:30pm
*Community Luncheon- Social Ministry- October 10th @11:00am
*Fall Cleaning- October 13th @ 9:00am-12:00
*New Member Sunday - October 14th @ 9:30 Service, 11:00 Potluck
*Dave Anderson Concert - October 21st @ both Services
*Community Dinner- Church Council - October 28th @ 5:00pm-6:30pm
Prayer Requests
Closing and Prayer
Adjourn

NEEDED:
READERS FOR 8:30 SERVICE

Our list is getting shorter! If interested please
contact David Meidal at 612-360-8302 or contact PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE
MILITARY: *Our members known to be in the military are:
the church office.
Cmdr. Joseph Vandelac, Foreign Engagement at the Pentagon,
son-in-law of Janice and Cecil Fawcett; Sgt. 1st Class, Special
Forces Ryan Oldenburg, Fort Bragg, NC, grandson of Edna and
Community Events:
Martin Oldenburg; Staff Sergeant Austin Kleinschmidt,
Ostmark Lutheran Women of the ELCA will host their
Great Falls, MT, son of Kipp and Lynette Kleinschmidt;
annual Bazaar on Saturday, Oct. 13, 2018 from
8:30 am - 1 p.m. Morning coffee, homemade soup, noon
Staff Sgt. Matthew Wiechmann, son of Virgil and Jamie
lunch, jams, jellies, pickles, bake sale, crafts, quilts and
Wiechmann, stationed at Fort Drum, New York; Major Troy
farmers market will be available. Proceeds are used for
Thomas, nephew of Mike and Gaylene Thomas, and Valda
youth Bible Camp, community outreach and global
Thomas, Severance, CO; Eric Kammermeier, active duty
missions.
United States Navy, son-in-law of Mike and Beth Boyle; Airman
65th Annual Turkey Dinner at
1st Class, Jonathan Negron, Vacaville, CA, son of Margaret
Litchfield United Methodist Church on
Wednesday October 3, 2018. Buffet style
Schlisner; and Staff Sgt. Seth Erickson, stationed in Richfield,
from 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
MN, nephew of Margaret Schlisner.
Tickets: Adults $10.50 (take-out $11.00)
Children age 6 -11, $6.50 (take-out $7.00)
Children 5 and under Free (take-out Free).
Advanced tickets available at Mary’s Jewelry.

Respectfully submitted,
Carrie Block, Secretary

Welcome Home! to those of you who now have returned to the
States. Thank you all for your service.
*Please let the office know if titles, locations, and/or
addresses have changed for any of the above.

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2018
We will be having a New Member Orientation with all people who are planning on being
New Members on Thursday, October 4, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. in Chilstrom Hall.
We will be welcoming new members on Sunday, October 14, 2018. Due to this event, we
will have a change in our regular schedule. Please note below:
8:30 a.m. Fellowship and Coffee Hour
9:30 a.m. Worship Service with Communion and New Members
11:00 a.m. Potluck* following worship to welcome new members
*These items will be provided: Pickles, Bread, Milk, Coffee, and Cupcakes!
Everyone Welcome! Please bring a dish to share!

GLOBAL MISSIONS
OFFERING
On the First Sunday of the month,
October 7, 2018
a second offering will be taken,
where a globe will be passed.
This month, the second
offering will go to:
Operation Christmas Child

FOOD SHELF
DONATIONS

Please keep our shut-in members in your prayers:

Meeker Manor: JoAnn Costigan, Doug Hess, Betty Jorgensen,
Grace Kranz, Jean Schnell
Emmaus Place: Arlene Poirier, Stan Mortenson, Maggie Fenton
Gloria Dei: Mae Wertz, Willard and Diane Maahs
Litchfield, in own home: Marian Kronbeck, Ardella Voigt,
Luella Anderson
Hutchinson: Lynette Peterson
4
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The shopping cart is located
in the Narthex for your
non-perishable donations for the
Food Shelf. The needs are great
within our community and your
contributions are
greatly appreciated.

Churchwide

Churchwide
OCTOBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

MOVIE NIGHT
NOTE: Date Change

Please note the various times of Worship and
Fellowship and Coffee, etc. during the month of
October!

Saturday, October 27, 2018

Wednesday, October 3, 2018
6:30 p.m. - Worship Service w/Communion (Chapel)

5:00 P.M.

Sunday, October 7, 2018
8:30 a.m. - Worship with Communion
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
9:30 a.m. - Fellowship and Coffee Hour
10:45 a.m. - Non-Traditional Worship w/Comm.

Holy Word Theater
Featuring:
“Unbroken”
Based on a true story, Crew members survived
for 47 days on a raft after a near fatal plane
crash in WWII.

Wednesday, October 10, 2018
6:30 p.m. - Worship Service w/Communion (Chapel)
Sunday, October 14, 2018—New Member Sunday
8:30 a.m. - Fellowship and Coffee Hour
9:30 a.m. - No Sunday School
9:30 a.m. - Non-Traditional Worship w/Communion
11:00 a.m. - Pot Luck Lunch
Wednesday, October 17, 2018
6:30 p.m. - Worship Service w/Communion (Chapel)
Sunday, October 21, 2018– The Rescue Tour
8:30 a.m. - Worship
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
9:30 a.m. - Fellowship and Coffee Hour
10:45 a.m. - Worship

PRAYER SHAWLS
Prayer Shawls are available in the church office
when needed for yourself or someone in need
of comfort and prayers. Please help—if you
know of someone who is in need of
prayers and a shawl, stop by the
office and pick one up!

Wednesday, October 24, 2018
6:30 p.m. - Worship Service w/Communion (Chapel)

HOSPITALIZED?

Sunday, October 28, 2018 —Confirmation Sunday
8:30 a.m. - Worship with Communion
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
9:30 a.m. - Fellowship and Coffee Hour
10:45 a.m. - Non-Traditional Worship w/Comm.,
Confirmation
Wednesday, October 31, 2018
6:30 p.m. - Worship Service w/Communion (Chapel)

Please remember to call the church Office or Pastor
Tom if you or a loved one is hospitalized and you would
like a call or a visit. We do not have access to patient
lists and without your call we have no way of knowing if
you are in the hospital. Due to the law the medical
facilities are no longer able to provide that information.
Thank you!

Firs† News

is a monthly publication of First Evangelical Lutheran Church,
703 S. Sibley Ave. Litchfield, MN 55355
Please send submissions to: The Church Office by October 15th
For the NEXT ISSUE: November 2018
Email: firstoffice@hutchtel.net
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15th
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Churchwide

Women of the ELCA (WELCA), continued

CONFIRMATION

Zion has decided that they do no want to host a potluck luncheon next year for our combined WELCA. If fact, they
will not be meeting the months of June, July and August. Our hosting of the joint potluck will be at the

Rite of Confirmation
Sunday, October 28, 2018, 10:45 a.m.

October meeting. Joan Sommerfeld volunteered to be the fifth server for the potluck. The program that month is a
Fashion Show.

Members of the 2018 Confirmation class are:
Kelsey Ballard
Lauren Block
Lukas Christians
Riley Defries
Emma DeWolf
Kamri Driver
Cami Gabrielson
Casey Hoff
Cassy Justison

Avery Liestman
McKenna Mahlow
Tyson Michels
Ava Provencher
Kate Spanos
Mason St. Pierre
Terek Stucky
Megan Thoma

Dorothy Euerle has been in charge of the kitchen for ten years and is looking for a replacement.
LaVerne Decker made a motion to nominate Sue Lemmer as Secretary for a two-year term. Valda Thomas seconded
and motion carried. Brenda Johnson made a motion to nominate Betty Allen as President for a two-year term. Sue
Lemmer made the second and motion carried.
Discussion was held on whether or not paper plates and styrofoam cups should be used at funerals. The consensus
was to not use paper products. Lana Johnson made a motion to always use glass plates and cups at the funerals.
Kris Nelson seconded the motion. Motion carried. The serving group coordinators will inform the serving group
chairs of this policy.
Dates to Remember: Potluck with Zion as our guests on October 18th at 12 noon, Chilstrom Hall
The Lord’s Prayer was recited and the Table Prayer was sung. Meeting adjourned.
Thank you to Marlys Elam for being our Greeter, Joan Sommerfeld for Devotions, Margaret Schlisner and
Shirley Erickson for the program, and to LaVerne Decker, Millie Neitzel and Marilyn Swanson for dessert and coffee.
Respectfully submitted,
Sue Lemmer, Secretary

WELCA October Meeting

Thursday, October 18, 2018 — 12 noon, at First Lutheran Church
Potluck with Zion as our guests in Chilstrom Hall

Fall Cleaning will be held on
Saturday October 13, 2018
from 9 a.m. - 12 Noon.
Many hands are needed to keep our Church
looking and feeling clean.
A task will be assigned when you arrive.

Garden Produce Table
Do you have extra produce from your garden to share? Bring it to the
produce table in the South Entrance. Also, please help yourself to the produce that is being shared!

6
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Stewardship & Finance

CHURCHWIDE

General Fund:

Year to Date:

Total Income for the month of August 2018:

$20,231
Income as of August 31, 2018:
Expenses as of August 31, 2018:

Less total Expenses for the month of August 2018: $27,479

$202,122
$234,016

Women of the ELCA (WELCA)
WELCA Meeting, September 20, 2018
First Lutheran WELCA met on September 20, 2018, at 1:30 pm in Chilstrom Hall.
Diane Thorpe called the meeting to order and we began with the reading of the Purpose Statement.
Joan Sommerfeld gave the Devotions.
Margaret Schlisner presented the program. She picked out songs dealing with children and before we sang each song,
she gave a history of the song. She based her presentation on Proverbs 22:6. “Train up a child in the way he should
go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”

Dear First Lutheran Church ,
The time for my retirement
has come and my replacement
Judy Berglund , has started .
She is doing a great job in this
transition .
The past five years have
gone by quickly, but I have so
enjoyed working as your
Church Secretary/Office
Manager!
Thank you all for this
opportunity!!
Jackie Kraushaar

Senior Nutrition
Senior Dining Centers
Meals on Wheels
To participle or volunteer call:
Marilyn Meline
693-2180
Helping Minnesota Seniors live
healthy, active and independent

The first song she picked was written as a poem until someone thought it needed to be put to music and thus we have
the hymn, Children of the Heavenly Father. The second hymn is the best known children’s hymn on earth—Jesus
Loves Me, which came from the book Say and Seal. That novel became a best seller, second only to Uncle Tom’s
Cabin.
The third hymn was written as a poem by Joseph Scrovem, who could not be with his mother when she was dying.
Evidently, she gave a copy to a friend who had it published anonymously, and it quickly became a popular hymn.
Years later, a neighbor, sitting with Joseph in his illness, happened upon a manuscript of What a Friend We Have in
Jesus. Joseph said it was written to comfort his mother in a time of special sorrow, not intending that anyone else
should see it. Later another neighbor asked him if it was true he composed the hymn, his reply was, “The Lord and I
did it between us.”
Onward Christian Soldiers was written on a White Sunday’s or Whitsunday evening. Whitsunday is better known as
Pentecost Sunday. It got its “nickname” because it became a popular day for new Christians to be baptized. The
baptismal candidates marched to the rivers or fonts wearing robes of white. Rev. Sabine Baring-Gould wanted to give
the children a “marching song” for the trip. Written in great haste, nothing surprised him more than its popularity.
Maltbie Babcock was arguably the most remarkable student Syracuse University had ever seen. He would have been
successful in any profession, but God called him to the ministry. His parish was in Lockport, NY, not far from
Niagara Falls and he enjoyed hiking and running in the hills outside town. He would tell his secretary, “I’m going out
to see my Father’s world.” It was during his pastorate at Lockport that he wrote a sixteen-stanza poem each verse
beginning with the words, This Is My Father’s World.
The final hymn Margaret picked was one her Grandma would sing at church and it impacted her as a four-year old.
She new all the verses before she could read. At home, she would stand in a small alcove, up on a step, and sing
Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us over and over.
Knowing the background of these songs, makes hearing them more meaningful.
The business meeting continued with the secretary’s report approved with a motion by Lana Johnson and the second
by Valda. The treasurer’s report was accepted with a motion by Gladys Johnson and a second by Dorothy Euerle.
Three members have signed up to attend the Crow River Conference Fall Gathering in Annandale on Sept. 29th.
Ten personal care kits will be sent as an in-kind offering.
Continues—————————————————>
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CHURCHWIDE

Baptisms at First
These baptisms are the start to a
wonderful and long lasting faith.
Congratulations on this milestone!!

Please join us for the

Fall Communion Luncheon

Bennett Thomas DeWolf

at First Evangelical Lutheran Church
703 South Sibley, Litchfield, MN

Born: January 4, 2018
Baptized: September 16, 2018
Parents: Brandon DeWolf & Becca Lynch
Sponsors: Kyle DeWolf and
Amanda DeWolf

Saturday, August 25, 2018
Eli Adams and Abby Fisher
At First Lutheran Church
Congratulations!
Mr. and Mrs. Adams

8
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Wednesday, October 10, 2018,
at 11:00 a.m.
Lunch and Fellowship to follow the service.

CHURCHWIDE

CHURCHWIDE
Community Dinner –
October 28, 5:30 – 7:00 PM

Bishop Jon Anderson was here for the Dedication of the new
Baptismal Font

On Sunday, October 28, we will host the fifth annual
“Community Dinner” at First Lutheran. The menu will be ham,
scalloped potatoes, corn, coleslaw, rolls, and desserts.
We want to extend the invitation the entire community to
gather for fellowship and a meal. There are also
opportunities to help—cooking, setting up, serving, and
clean-up. If you are available call the church office,
693-2487.

Operation Christmas Child
The Season of Giving is fast approaching. For several year
many of you have generously supported Operation Christmas
Child by packing shoeboxes with gifts for children in need
around the world. Please stop by the table in the Narthex to pick up a brochure.
This will give you all the needed information on how you can help with this
important mission. Please return your filled boxes to the church by November
11th. If you have any empty standard size shoe boxes, please bring them in for
people to take. Just be sure they are not too large. If you have any questions,
please contact Laurie Koehn or Margaret Schlisner.

And the Fireside Chapel

B.R.E.W.
Be Still, Receive God’s Love, Embrace God’s Word, Welcome the Day
B.R.E.W. meets every Tuesday morning at 7:00 a.m. with Pastor Tom for coffee and fellowship.
Join us!
county transit bus: The transit bus will pick up anywhere within city limits and will deliver to First
Lutheran Church on Sunday morning. The bus is paid for through the Endowment Fund and it is FREE to riders on
Sunday mornings.
Each individual needs to call 693-7794 to schedule their ride by Friday for pickup on Sunday.
12
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Memorials & Gifts

CHURCHWIDE

Gifts have been given to the General Fund and the Quilters in memory of Judy Groskreutz, by

God’s Work. Our Hands.

Karl and Darlene Lundin, Pam and Duane Matti, Donna Gilsrud, Darlene Carlson, the Quilting Ladies, and
Tom and Carolyn Christensen.
A gift has been given to the General Fund in memory of Iris Topp, by Aldeen and Idell Kadelbach.
Gifts have been given to the Boiler/Windows/AC Fund in memory of Perry Dragt, by Paul and Sue Lemmer, and

Jim and Elaine Lenhard.
Gifts have been given to the General Fund in memory of Gary Hein, by Duane and Darlene Henkelman.
A gift has been given to the Quilters in memory of Judy Groskreutz, by DeWayne and Iona Albright.
Gifts have been given to the General Fund and the Music Fund in memory of Perry Dragt, by Bob and Sharon

Johnson, DeWayne and Iona Albright, Bea Devereaux, and Jerry and Lana Johnson.
Gifts have been given to the Kingdom Company in memory of Perry Dragt, by Rand and Dianne Thorp,

Russ and Shirley Kronbeck, Ron and Barb Piepenburg, and Gary and Kathy Cervin.
A gift has been given to the General Fund in memory of Deb Jergens, by Carol Dragt.
A Gift has been given to the General Fund in memory of Allen Hokanson, brother of Don (Mary) Hokanson,

by Doug and JoAnne Miller.

Marking off bar codes for Hope
for Our City food items

Gifts have been given to the General Fund in memory of Perry Dragt, by Corey and Kris Cervin,

Richard and Betty Allen, Vern and Lil Madson, and Mark and Julie Bredeson.

Helping out at Threads of
Hope Thrift Store

Cleaning up landscape at
Ecumen Housing

Gifts have been given to the General Fund in memory of Louise Tostenrud, by Vern and Lil Madson,

Bob and Sharon Johnson, DeWayne and Iona Albright, and Karl and Darlene Lundin.
A Gift has been given to the First Lutheran Library Fund in memory of Louise Tostenrud, by Mark and Judy
Hulterstrum.

Special Thanks
A Huge thank you to the August Serving group and the others who also helped service and provide food for

A very busy month. Your willingness is so greatly appreciated. Hantge’s and Heath’s.
A big thank you to the September serving groups for all your help. It was just great everyone I called said
yes. You were all there on time and willing to work. Thank you so much, God Bless, Gladys Johnson, Chairperson
To first Lutheran - Serving group, Pastor Tom, office staff, Bea, Kip, and all who helped with Gary’s
Service. We can never thank you enough for providing a wonderful service and reception for Gary and our family.
We appreciate all the hard work you put in to making this day exactly what our family needed.
The music was wonderful. You sound system is excellent! Thank you for the recording too. The luncheon was
great and we appreciated all that you did.
Especially, Thank you for your kindness and support. You made a difficult time easier for all of us.
With Gratitude, Sue, Kristina & Eric Hein.

Tying fleece blankets for Faith Chests

Cleaning out flowerbeds at
Ecumen Housing
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Thank you so much for all of your help cleaning up our garden area and the front of our building with some of

the bushes and hostas. Your hard work is so appreciated. Our residents are grateful and some even volunteered to
come out and help next time you are here. Everything looks so nice and now we can start planning for next year
with some nice fresh ideas for flowers. Thank you!! Ecumen Tenants, Ecumen Staff and Dawn Doty
Thank you Carolyn Christensen for all of your years of service on the Church Council. Your dedication and
days of service to help make our church what it is has been a blessing. We appreciate all you have done.
Thank you! Church Council
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