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How do we communicate with each other? We usually speak or write. If we
purchase a big enough phone plan from the provider of our choice, we have
the ability to talk on a phone, text on a phone and even send emails from our
phones. It seems as though we are in constant communication with each other.
Some don’t seem to be able to survive more than a few moments without
contacting someone by phone. Apparently we need to be in constant communication with each other. We have found a way to always reach out and touch
someone, whether necessary or not.
This leads me to ask the question about our communication with God. Do we
pray? What is prayer for and why should we pray? The Old Testament is full of
conversations people had with God. They are praising, thanking, complaining
or asking God something constantly. The New Testament continues with some
of the same trends: people asking God for help. It is almost like children
begging the parent for everything.

Program Staff:

Enjoy
Summer!

We also receive some advice from the writers of the New Testament
concerning prayer. Paul writes in Colossians Chapter 4:2Devote yourselves to
prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving. Devote yourself to prayer? That
sounds difficult to say the least. We don’t even know for sure if anyone hears
our prayers, so to devote ourselves to prayer could be uncomfortable. What
good is it for me if I pray? When the disciples found they could not cast out the
unclean spirit, Jesus told them in private, according to Mark 9, verse 28,
28When he had entered the house, his disciples asked him privately, "Why could
we not cast it out?" 29He said to them, "This kind can come out only through
prayer." Prayer must be heard and it must also have a purpose. And if the
Psalmist found comfort in prayer, we too can be confident that God does hear
and respond to prayer. Psalm 86, King David is praying to God and starting in
verse 5 we hear; 5For you, O LORD, are good and forgiving, abounding in
steadfast love to all who call on you. 6Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; listen to my
cry of supplication. 7In the day of my trouble I call on you, for you will answer me.
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In all relationships we need to be in communication. Our relationship with God
is no different; prayer is one way of communicating with God. We can trust he
hears our prayers, we can trust he wants to communicate with us. If we would
call on him as often as we text each other, we would find a new relationship
with the God who gives us everything. We don’t have to have a contract with
AT&T or Verizon to talk with God. We can just talk to him at any time, and we
will never get a dropped call or a “no service area” message when we try. God
is always ready to listen.
Continues on Page 3 —————>
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Our mission: First
Evangelical Lutheran
Church exists to
welcome people to faith
in Jesus Christ; equip
persons with a faith that
works in real life; and
send us in service into
the world in
Jesus’ name.
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CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Friday:
8:00 A.M. – 4:30 P.M.

WEBSITE:
www.firstlitchfield.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday
8:30 a.m. Worship Service with
Communion
9:30 a.m. Fellowship and
Coffee Hour
10:15 a.m. Non-Traditional
Worship Service with
Communion
Wednesday
6:30 p.m. Wednesday Worship
Service with Communion

Council Highlights
“GOD’S WORK.
OUR HANDS.”
First Evangelical Lutheran
Church Council
2018
PRESIDENT:
Bob Blomberg
VICE PRESIDENT:
Dick Farmer
SECRETARY:
Carrie Block

Churchwide

First Evangelical Lutheran Church - Council Minutes
Tuesday, July 17, 2018, 7:00 p.m.

Our Mission: FLC exists to welcome people to faith in Jesus Christ; Equip

persons with a faith that works in real life; and Send us in service into the
world in Jesus' name.
Council Membership:
2019:
Carolyn Christensen, Dick Farmer. Carrie Block, Will Dolan
2020:
Betty Allen, Vonnie Escen, Robert Gilberts. Bob Blomberg
2021:
Dawn Doty, Meredith Elj, Dennis Gartner, Tanna Stucky

Garden Produce Table
Do you have extra produce
from your garden to share?
Bring it to the produce table in
the South Entrance. Also,
please help yourself to the
produce that is being shared!

No Meeting in July. Resuming on August 21, 2018.
_______________________________________________

TREASURER:
Carolyn Christensen
TEAM REPRESENTATIVES:
Christian Education/
Youth & Family:
Carrie Block
Will Dolan
Dick Farmer
Tanna Stucky
Stewardship & Finance:
Betty Allen
Bob Blomberg
Tanna Stucky
Social Ministry/Evangelism:
Dawn Doty
Meredith Elj
Endowment/Memorial:
Robert Gilberts
Dennis Gartner
Property:
Dick Farmer
Dennis Gartner
Bob Gilberts
Worship & Music:
Vonnie Escen
Meredith Elj
Carrie Block
Personnel:
Bob Blomberg
Carolyn Christensen
Will Dolan

“If

you can find a path with no obstacles, it
probably doesn’t lead anywhere.”
—Frank A. Clark

Please see The Messenger, enclosed, for more
information!

Directories — They’re Here!
The Directories have arrived. If you had your picture
taken, there is a Directory here with your name on
it. If you did not have your picture taken, and would
like a Directory, give us your name and they will
return to take more pictures and add them to the
Directory.
Stop by the office or between services and pick up
your copy.
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PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE
MILITARY: *Our members known to be in the military are:

Cmdr. Joseph Vandelac, Foreign Engagement at the Pentagon,
son-in-law of Janice and Cecil Fawcett; Sgt. 1st Class, Special
Forces Ryan Oldenburg, Fort Bragg, NC, grandson of Edna and
Martin Oldenburg; Staff Sergeant Austin Kleinschmidt, Great
Falls, MT, son of Kipp and Lynette Kleinschmidt; Cmdr. Debra
(Freitag) Baker, Naval Medical Center, San Diego, CA,
daughter of Jerry and Judy Freitag; Staff Sgt. Matthew
Wiechmann, son of Virgil and Jamie Wiechmann, stationed at
Fort Drum, New York; Major Troy Thomas, nephew of Mike
and Gaylene Thomas, and Valda Thomas, Severance, CO; Eric
Kammermeier, active duty United States Navy, son-in-law of
Mike and Beth Boyle; Airman 1st Class, Jonathan Negron,
Vacaville, CA, son of Margaret Schlisner; and Staff Sgt. Seth
Erickson, stationed in Richfield, MN, nephew of Margaret
Schlisner.
Welcome Home! to those of you who now have returned to the
States. Thank you all for your service.
*Please let the office know if titles, locations, and/or
addresses have changed for any of the above.

GLOBAL MISSIONS
OFFERING
On the First Sunday of the month,
August 5, 2018
a second offering will be taken, where a
globe will be passed.
This month, the second
offering will go to:
God’s Work. Our Hands.

Renewable energy
Keep close to nature’s heart ... break clear away, once in a while,
and climb a mountain or spend a week in the woods. Wash your
spirit clean.
—John Muir

Please keep our shut-in members in your prayers:

Meeker Manor: JoAnn Costigan, Doug Hess, Betty Jorgensen,
Grace Kranz
Emmaus Place: Arlene Poirier, Stan Mortenson, Maggie Fenton
Gloria Dei: Mae Wertz, Willard and Diane Maahs
Bethany Assisted Living:
Litchfield, in own home: Marian Kronbeck, Ardella Voigt,
Luella Anderson
Hutchinson: Lynette Peterson
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FOOD SHELF
DONATIONS
The shopping cart is located
in the Narthex for your
non-perishable donations for the
Food Shelf. The needs are great
within our community and your
contributions are
greatly appreciated.

Churchwide

Tim With Tom, Cont.

AUGUST WORSHIP SCHEDULE

MOVIE NIGHT

Wednesday, August 1, 2018
6:30 p.m. - Worship Service (Chapel)

Saturday, August 18, 2018
5:00 P.M.

Sunday, August 5, 2018
8:30 a.m. - Worship with Communion
9:30 a.m. - Fellowship and Coffee Hour
10:15 a.m. - Non-Traditional Worship w/Comm.

Holy Word Theater
Featuring:

“Flicka”

Wednesday, August 8, 2018
6:30 p.m. - Worship Service w/Communion (Chapel)

Young Katy claims a wild horse as her own -- an
effort to prove to her father that she is capable of
one day taking over the family ranch.

Sunday, August 12, 2018
8:30 a.m. - Worship with Communion
9:30 a.m. - Fellowship and Coffee Hour
10:15 a.m. - Non-Traditional Worship w/Comm.
Wednesday, August 15, 2018
6:30 p.m. - Worship Service w/Communion (Chapel)
Sunday, August 19, 2018
8:30 a.m. - Worship with Communion
9:30 a.m. - Fellowship and Coffee Hour
10:15 a.m. - Non-Traditional Worship w/Comm.
Wednesday, August 22, 2018
6:30 p.m. - Worship Service w/Communion (Chapel)

Continued from Page 1
Jesus encouraged the disciples to pray, to have faith and to ask God for anything: Matthew 21: 20When the
disciples saw it, they were amazed, saying, "How did the fig tree wither at once?" 21Jesus answered them, "Truly I
tell you, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only will you do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you
say to this mountain, 'Be lifted up and thrown into the sea,' it will be done. 22Whatever you ask for in prayer with
faith, you will receive."
Jesus loved us so much he died for us and while he was on the cross Jesus was still talking to God. His prayer to
the father was for us. In Luke, Chapter 23: 34Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what
they are doing." Even when we were killing him he loved us and prayed for us. Talk to God today and start a
relationship with prayer that continues all day long, every day. 1st Thessalonians 5, Paul tells the people: 15See
that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to all. 16Rejoice always,
17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 28The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
My prayer today is for all who read this. Amen

PRAYER SHAWLS
Prayer Shawls are available in the church office
when needed for yourself or someone in need
of comfort and prayers. Please help—if you
know of someone who is in need of prayers and
a shawl, stop by the
office and pick one up!

Sunday, August 26, 2018
8:30 a.m. - Worship with Communion
9:30 a.m. - Fellowship and Coffee Hour
10:15 a.m. - Non-Traditional Worship w/Comm.
Wednesday, August 29, 2018
6:30 p.m. - Worship Service w/Communion (Chapel)

Live in Peace and the God of Love and Peace will be with you! 2nd Corinthians 13:11b
Pastor Tom Evenson

WANTED —
The First Lutheran Quilters would greatly appreciate any donations of
colored sheets to be used as backings for the quilts that they make for
Lutheran World Relief and others.
Any donations may be brought to the church office. Thanks!

HOSPITALIZED?
Please remember to call the church Office or
Pastor Tom if you or a loved one is hospitalized
and you would like a call or a visit. We do not
have access to patient lists and without your
call we have no way of knowing if you are in the
hospital. Due to the law the medical facilities
are no longer able to provide that information.

“I can accept failure. Everyone fails at something. But I can't accept
not trying.”
—Michael Jordan
“To handle yourself, use your head; to handle others, use your
heart.”
—Eleanor Roosevelt

Thank you!

Firs† News

is a monthly publication of First Evangelical Lutheran Church,
703 S. Sibley Ave. Litchfield, MN 55355
Please send submissions to: The Church Office by August 15th
For the NEXT ISSUE: September 2018
Email: firstoffice@hutchtel.net
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August
15th

Job Opening: Office Manager/Secretary, First Lutheran Church, full time, starting
August 6, 2018. Application form available in the office. Please send letter of
application and resume to Church Office.

Summer Salad Luncheon
Zion Lutheran Church, Crossroads
Wednesday, August 15, 11 a.m - 1 p.m.
$8.00 per person
Featuring a wide variety of salads
Everyone Welcome!!
3

CHURCHWIDE

CHURCHWIDE

The Litchfield Community August Bash, sponsored by Thrivent Community-Crow River will be held
on Friday, August 10th at the Civic Arena, 5:00 PM—midnight. There will be live music, food
vendors, beer garden, bouncy houses, face painting and kids games. All ages are welcome and the
admitting fee is a free will donation. All proceeds raised will benefit kids in our community.
Make sure you stop by and support First Lutheran’s MST groups to purchase some yummy treats,
including nachos, caramel apples, cotton candy, cookies and beverages! We thank you for your
support!

MST COSTA RICA — 2019
Hello All! In case you haven’t heard, an MST Costa Rica trip is happening again, March 2019, and we
would love for you to join us!
I first went to Costa Rica in the spring of 2011. I’d like to share a little bit of my experience with you,
and invite YOU to join us when we go back to Costa Rica next spring: March 2-10, 2019.
I remember playing games, eating the sweetest pineapple and stretching my arm high to perform
our puppet show (we’re not doing that again, don’t worry;) ). I remember sweating, being covered in
silver paint, and ending the days exhausted. But what I remember more is playing Twister and Uno
with the kids of the Nido house, when my little friend Ismael linked arms with me walking to the
farewell celebration, the dandelion as a goodbye gift. I remember the people, the kids, the way they
claimed a piece of my heart.
I remember seeing the slums of Los Guido, I remember being horrified at the background stories of
the Roblealto children. But what I remember more is the kids’ joyful smiles, the dedication of the
Roblealto staff, the incredible hearts of the foster home parents, living every day to show these
kiddos what a loving family looks like.
Roblealto Association is an incredible organization. They have provided a safe, secure place for
children for 80+ years. Through the bible home, 4 daycare centers and a teen program they provide
nourishment, education, Christian teachings, health, and psychological services to kids who
Desperately need them. The people there do amazing work every single day. And we get to be lucky
enough to join them, to serve with them for a week. What our work projects will be have not been
decided yet, but could include building, repairing the foster homes, cleaning, yard work, helping in
the kitchen...no specific skills are required, just a heart to serve! If you want to know more about
Roblealto – find Roblealto Association on Facebook or check out www.roblealto.org.
I am SO looking forward to going back to Costa Rica, back to Roblealto – will you come with?
Ellen Hulterstrum
MST Costa Rica Details
When: March 2-10, 2019
Who: You! This trip is for anyone – not limited to a specific
age group, or exclusive to FLC members.
Cost: approximately $1750
Contact Kris Cervin (612-597-7004) or myself if you’re
interested in joining us or have any questions at all!
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MST 2020

Stewardship & Finance
General Fund:

MST -2020 NEWS

Year to Date:

Total Income for the month of June 2018:

$23,478
Income as of June 30, 2018:
Expenses as of June 30, 2018:

Less total Expenses for the month of June 2018: $16,644

$160,304
$168,091

Women of the ELCA (WELCA)
WELCA Meeting, July 19, 2018
WELCA met at Zion on July 19, 2018, for a joint meeting with a potluck luncheon hosted by Zion. We had no regular
meeting.

2018 MEEKER COUNTY FAIR- AUGUST 1-5, 2018
The Meeker County Fair is soon approaching! Can you taste those delicious
burgers? Please be thinking of how you would like to help by donating a food
item or your time at the MST Food Stand. Any questions, please call or text
Pam Radunz at 320-583-0644. There are sign up sheet available at church.

The speaker was Sgt. Becky Howell of the Meeker County Sheriff’s Department. Her topic was “Hidden in Plain
Sight.” This is a new program the county has started to highlight drug awareness. The list includes: Marijuana,
Methamphetamines (King in Meeker Co.), Synthetics, Prescription Drugs (opioids), and Paraphernalia. She stated that
with NAFTA/Free Trade there are more drugs entering the U.S.
One ounce of Meth = 28 ½ grams and sells for about $1,000. That one ounce can be divided to get 114 people high
for a cost of about $25 for each dose. Two years ago, the possession of ½ gram was a felony. Now it is a
misdemeanor. Sgt. Howell stated that some good people get addicted and they end up chasing their high. Everyone
must be extremely careful with opioid prescription drugs that are used for pain. They are extremely addictive. You
develop a tolerance for the meds and then need more pills.
If you have any old medicine at home, please dispose of them in the drop box at the sheriff’s department. Keep
your children and your grandchildren safe!
Listen for some of the lingo that the kids use for drugs such as: Dabs, Buds, BHO, Mersh, Dank, Green, Weed,
Chronic, Nugs. Look for writings that contain 4:20 which is lingo for marijuana and 730. (730 is an oil that can be smoked)
States that have passed recreational marijuana laws can sell food items that contain marijuana. Some items are Pot
Tarts that are packaged like Pop Tarts, Baby Jane for Baby Ruth and Stoners is identical looking to the Snicker’s Bar.
Suckers contain weed as well as Mari Edibles with Peanut Butter and Marijuana Gummy Worms.
Back in the 1960’s and 70’s Marijuana contained ½ to 3% THC max. Now it is up to 35 – 65%.
Three out of five overdose deaths are opioid related. Heroin is a street version of opioid prescriptions. Meeker
County is NOT in opioid crisis yet, but counties close to us are—so it’s coming!!

NEW THIS YEAR !
MST-2020 will be selling homemade chocolate chip cookies at the Litchfield Rotary Bash on
Friday, August 10, 2018. If you are able to help by donating 3 dozen cookies, please sign up in
the church office or call/text Julie Spanos at 320-310-1716. Cookies can be dropped off at the
church on August 9 or early morning on the 10th. Thank You !

Dates to Remember: August 16 WELCA Funday Trip to Annandale for lunch at 11 am at Jewel’s followed by
visiting the shop “All Things Good” and “Grandpa Earl’s Country Store & Gallery.” Signup in the office by August 9.
Meet at the church at 9:45 to carpool.
Respectfully submitted,
Sue Lemmer, Secretary

WELCA August Meeting
Thursday, August 16 — Funday Trip to Annandale
See Dates to Remember above for more information!
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Memorials & Gifts

CHURCHWIDE

A gift has been given to the General Fund in memory of Andy Loftness, mother of Ted (Mary) Loftness, by Mike

ECONOFOODS
RECEIPTS

and Gaylene Thomas.
Gifts have been given to the General Fund in memory of Celia (Sally) Defries, Susan Tosier, and

Michael Gabrielson, by Dorothy Euerle.

Thank you so much, everyone, for bringing in
your Econofoods receipts to the Church office
for the collection bin. These receipts are
added together and helps our education
program earn $1000 for every $150,000
worth of receipts turned in.

A gift has been given to the General Fund in memory of Violet Lowther of Anchorage, Alaska, mother of

Robert (Norma) Hall, by Charlie and JoAnn Lindstrom.
A gift has been given to the General Fund in honor the Chuck and Karen Eberhard’s 50th Wedding Anniversary,

by Ralph and Gloria Elj.

NOTE: Please turn in your ENTIRE receipt! If
you look at the receipt, you will notice it says
Direct Your Dollars under the Total and Total
Savings area on the receipt. It indicates in
that area the total dollars earned on that
receipt’s purchases—and that all needs to be
turned in for us to get credit.

Special Thanks
Thank You — Our granddaughter Kari’s surgery went smoothly. We are very humbled for so many
wishing to walk with us.
Thank you, Lowell and Jutta Goodrich

Also note, receipts for prescriptions
purchased are not eligible for the
Direct Your Dollars program.
Thanks for
All the
receipts that
have been
turned in!

World-renowned cosmologist Stephen Hawking (1942-2018) stated: “Remember to look up at the stars and not down at your feet. Try to
make sense of what you see and wonder about what makes the universe exist. Be curious.” His sentiment is especially fitting for August,
when many people try to count the falling stars of the Perseid meteor shower.
As a self-proclaimed atheist, Hawking relied on science to answer “what makes the universe exist.” Yet
many Christians believe that while science shows how things happen or were created, our faith tells who
made them so.
Deuteronomy 4:19 (NIV) declares: “And when you look up to the sky and see ... the heavenly array — do not
be enticed into bowing down to them and worshiping things the LORD your God has apportioned to all the
nations under heaven.” We can be grateful for the work of scientists and the wonders their study reveals, but
instead of “bowing down” to nature, we worship its Creator and Ruler — the Lord of heaven and earth.

B.R.E.W.
Be Still, Receive God’s Love, Embrace God’s Word, Welcome the Day
B.R.E.W. meets every Tuesday morning at 7:00 a.m. with Pastor Tom for coffee and fellowship.
Join us!

<————

Saturday, June 30, 2018
Eric Hulterstrum and Kayla Johnson
At First Lutheran Church

See where
the Direct
Your Dollars
section is
located. WE
NEED this
part
attached.
<—————

Congratulations!
Mr. and Mrs. Hulterstrum

county transit bus: The transit bus will pick up anywhere within city limits and will deliver to First
Lutheran Church on Sunday morning. The bus is paid for through the Endowment Fund and it is FREE to riders on
Sunday mornings.
Each individual needs to call 693-7794 to schedule their ride by Friday for pickup on Sunday.
6

7

